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NOTES ON IIISTORY.

NOTE TIIE SECOND.

S, ttaus 'A.t<it wrX¢ ç, nil constantius, ni(fortitus, ntil serus.

CIcERo AD ATTICdit, 1. 13.

Tir tribunal of the Areopagius, thus etlogisei
by the Roman orator and statesman, derived its
title fron the place in which its sittings were hiel
-, bit of the saine naine, adjoining the citadet
ofAlthens. :.

Of the rderivationof rite rine Areopugtis,* o
Mars Iill, varions explanationshave been gWen
nonse of them, however, upheld by very strong
evide. Tiat supported by Rollin, is,' that it
%vas s callei fron the circumstance of lnrs hav-
ing bodn tiheré' tried for the murler tif IIaiirro-
thius, rieson cf Neptne,-a thoy'nionened
by'many acroient iriters, and amongst others by
Suidas oh thinits ie finds a corroboration of it

:in theperuliar jurisdiction exoreiseil iy this court
oser homicides. Accordirg to Eschylus,† this
itili took its name fron te azon the tianugh.
t*rs of, fars, having encamped there dtring the
sioge of Artons, ant oftered sacrifices tolheir
patron deity. Paîanias gives the opinion eur-
rent in iris diay'in thre .felloering wortieh " Threy
say= thit Oresres was iere tried for slayintg his
mother, and an altar is stiil shorn as having
been-raisei by Oresto, afrer hiegúqtai, to Mi-
nerra Area, (or thefartiai,) fromi which the
place deriredits desigintion."

Almosa,t eull ~vi hanve beennth onjec-

is even supposed, from sorne alusions in the liid,
te have been in operation in the tine of onier.

Wintever might have been the origin of the
Areopagus, certain it is, that it long enjoyetd a
high réputation for the ivisdoi and justice by

hieh its prueeedigs %iere regulted and it is
mentioned by alnreost e ry iriter of antityeity
in ters of laiutiatoi.*

l>revious te the time cf Solon, the Areopagiu
sceems te have been compised of those mest con-
spicusou in the state, for wcalth; honour, and
per ; but, as remodellod by hui. those only iho
had previotsly served as Archons, (an office re-
semblin; the Roman Consul,) could be admitted
to it as judges. Even these wvere net enrolet,
itmtil, having rèndored an account of thoir tdmie
istrtion to tire people, , they rere declared te
hav rendered tienselvesworthy ofa eat in the
ArootagUs once admiIteI, however, the seat

ren retained adrituet at ctpam, the court itself
having alaepower te depose any of its members.
This constitution renderid the number of-judges
very variable, sometimes only consisting of fifty
or sixty, tind crasionally' amounting te two or
three hundred r but, at the came'time, it ensured
thein to be mon of ripe age, practised statesman-

turos, (for they are little eise,) as te the origin of Tie tribunni, on its first establishment, iat ju-
the court which ias iere hei. By, sote ir is risdiction only in criminal cases, but in process of
ttriuted t Cecrops, te first kiing of Atliens ; ime it assumed a sureillanro er the manners

by others toCranaus, his successor. *Cicero.ngnin, anti customs of the people, saw te the due exe-
eascribes its intitution te Solon ; but 1'lutarch‡ ction of the Iais, tnd took cogiineo of all

shocs tht it bat existed long before the ena of mettors connectei irith religion. It ies nt length
thîs lishugiser, and as amnlyrenewd anti re-esaib- emponere toassume,in csesofemergency, r sort
lished! hi m ir.- The eighth law' of Solon's thir- of dictatorship, as nelt ns constituted i higi court
tecnrb table reconizes its preions esistence, and cf appeal in all criminal cases. Pon ers sovariod

Fron tee Ac ite 'Mccr, ant /, a iil or dis- * For instance, by Vnlerius 3tasimns, (. v c. 1)
t' c. QIttîntila,( ti.c. t), (.uea., (. JIkrcnorium); Cicee,

'' fi its rt'metodes. r( OJrc. . r. n. ;i); .iuienci, (ix. 1e0.)
r alrtSolonisa.


