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Tue ‘tribundl: of ithe Areopagus, thus eulogised
by the Roman orator and statesmen, derived its
title from the place in which its sittings were held
—a hill of the same’ numc, nd _\ommw dm ct:udel
of 'Athens. ! -

'Of the  derivation of thc name Areopn"us,* or
Mars’ ill, various e\plnnahons hn\ebccn «\\en~
nono of them, however, upheld by’ very stronv
cndence. {That supported by Rollin, is, that it
“ns 0 called from the circumstance of \Ims hav-
ing Veen lhcrc wd-for the murder of Malirro-

' by man) rmemnt writers, and amongst others by

in the’ ‘pecutiar jurisdiction c\ercxsed by this eourt

tv.l': of: Jars, hnunw cucnmpml therc dm'mf' the
sxc"c of A(hcns, nn(l oﬁ'erc(l <ncnﬁcos to. thelr

rentin hisday, in thc fullo\\ ing words 1
. say that Orc~ms was here- tried for slaying his
" mother, and. an’ nlt.'u- is still- shown™ ns-having
beon raised bv Ores.es. after his acquitenl, to \h-
nersa’ «Area, (or the’ \l'nrual) from which zhe
* - -place derived its desmmuon.
© - Almost equally varied have been the conjec-
tures, (for they are htrle clse,) as to the origin of
the court which was here held: By some icis
Aetribitted 1o Ceerops, the first king of x\ﬂmns H
by others to Cmnaus, his succcssor. Cieero, again,
ascrxbf.'s its institution to Qolon but Tlutarch}
sho\\s that it had existed ]on" hefore the ern of
this Tawy giver, and was only rene“od and re-estab-
lished by hin
- tcemh mb]e reco"mzes its preuous e“slencc. m\d
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‘spicuous in tl;e__stutc._'.forhwcnlth.' honour, and’
‘power ; but, as remodelled by him, those only who

;. thius, &he son of - \eptlme,—-v. theory ‘mentioned.
p Suldns, who thinks'lie finds o corroboruuon of it
3 r homicides. . Accordmf' to Ilschj lus,} this’

.Iull took its name from the’ Ammuns,\he dmxr-h-_

g putron deity. I’nu:nnns gives the opmlon curs’
“They

.- The ‘eighth:law of Solen’s thir-

Mabs, nd TR0, nill ot dis.
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“ Seaatus 7 t\g!i“ ﬂt'/ﬂi, nil conc{anhue nil fortius, nil severius.”
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is even supposed, from some allusions in the THad,
to have been in operation in the time of lomer. -
Whatever might have. been, the origin of the
Avcopagus, certain it s, ‘l\mt it lonﬂ enjoyed o
Inrvh reputnuon for the \usdom and Jusnce b\'

I
" Drevious to thetimo of - So]on. the Arcop'lr'u

seems to have been composed of those most con

had prc\'lousl) served'ns Archons, (an office re-/
scmblmf’ the Roman Con:ul,) conld be admited: .
toitas Jud"es. Lren these were ‘not enrolled,
until, lm\mrr rendered an uccount of their admin--
istration’ to_ the peoplo,,thcy were (lcchrcd to
have rcn(lercd themscl\os worthy, of a scnt in lhe Ll
4\1‘0017‘1"\15 ;. once, mlm tod, hower er,’ the seats i
were ratained ad vitant aut ‘ctlpam, the conrt itsell .
having ulcnepm\erto depo:e wny of its members, o
This constitution rendercd the number of- judges ;
very mrmblo, sometimes only consisting of fifty
orsisty,” and oecnsmnn\l) nmmmtmrv to two or
three hundred but at the same'time, it ensured
them to be men of Tipe age, practised stutesman-
ship, and mature judgment.

The tribunal, on its first cstablishment, hadju- - i,
nsdlchon only in | ériminal cascs, but in process of
time it ns=umcd o surv exll’mce over the manners
and customs of the poople, siw to the ‘due exe-
cution of ‘the. Jnivs, and took eogmizance of all
mnttersconnccle(l with rclmon. Ttwas nt lenn-zh
empowered tanssume, in cnsesof emergency, a sort
of dictntorship, as well as constituted a high court ;
of nppml in’ nll cnmmnl cnscs. I’o“ ers 50 vnned
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