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that could really cleanse. Christ died that men
might bo saved and sanctified ** through tho offor.
ing of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” By
the sacrifico of Himsolf, Ho filled the demand of
law and met tho need of men for cleansing. Hence,
His sacrifico is an end of all shedding of blood for
sacrificial purposes.

Around sacrifice as a centro, under the law, thero
clustered many rites of worship, The tabornaclo
sorvice, with its brazen laver, its showbread, its
golden candlestick, its altar of incenso, and its
uniformed priosts. Theso were tho shadows,
Christ brought the subatanco and thus fulfilled the
law in the institution of His church. When He
gavo tho ordinanco of baptism, the Lord's suppor,
the word of God and the institution of prayer to be
elements in the permanont and constant experiences
of that apiritual priesthood which He clothes in
His own rightcousness. The law had as a shadow
the High Priest, entering the holy of holies yeorly
to make autonement for the pooplo. Christ fulfills
the law in that ‘“ after He had offered ono sacriffco
for sins forover' He ‘‘sat down on the right hand
of God.” Tho law had its shadow in the sabbath
day—at the end of the woek of toil. Christ shows
us the su” stance in that rest that remaineth for the
people of God at the end of this life. Tho law had
its sheaf of first-fruits and its genoral harvest. Theso
were but shadows of that which came to pass when
Christ aroso from tho dead, ** first-fruits of thom
that sleep;” and what will occur wheu all His people
are gathered homo. And thus in Christ as a
sacrifico for sin; and in the institutions which He
left, as mediums of salvation and spititual lifo, we
have fulfilled all that was typified in the law or
domanded by its shadows, Hence, no longer the
law, but CHRIST is the hope of mon. *¢ For Christ
is tho ond of the law for righteousness to every one
that bolieveth.”

The prophots foretold a pERsONX who was to be
God’s servant and man’s redeomer. They are
most particular, as well as moat olaborate, in their
descriptions of Him. His birth, His life, His
works, His teaching, Ris character, His offices, His
experiences, His death, His resurrectioz, aro all
predicted with a minuteness of detail which made
imposture impossible, These predictions domanded
fulfillment. God’s word had gone forth from Him
and should not fail. The Messiah must come and
be and do all that the prophets had said He would.
Jesus met all tho demands of their predictions.
Heo domonstirated that it was He of whom they
spoke. He was born in Bethlehom as Micah had
said He should be ; and His Mother was a virgin
as had been foretold by Isaiah. His earthly life
was a ministry of mercy as Isaiah had predicled,
and under Ris touch and at His command the
blind saw, the deaf heard, tho dumb spake, the
lame walked, the lepera wero clonsod, and the dead
were brought to life. But His life was also one of
suffering, as the same prophot had sasid. He was
despised and rojected of mon, a man of sorrow and
acquainted with grief. He was wounded for the
transgcessions and bruised for the iniquities of
others. He sufferod chastisement and stripes that
others might have peaco and healing. He was
oppressed and afllicted, dragged like a sheep to.the
shearer or like a lamb to the butcher, treated with
grosa injustice, stricken for the transgression of
others, cut off out of thy land of tho living. And
tho circumstances of His death were just such as
described by tho prophet. He was ‘‘ numbered
with the transgressors " when placed between tho
two thioves. Ho ““made intorcession for thz trans
gressors "’ whon Ho prayed, “‘¥ather, forgive them,
they. know not what they do.” He ‘* made His
gravo with tho wicked and with the rich in His
death™ when Ho was laid in tho tomb of Joseph,
tho rich Aramathean, just as any man would have
been’ buried,

The results of His work and tho effects of His

teaching fultill tho expectation of the prophots,
Malachi had seen Him rising as tho sun to give
light to tho world. His teaching is light to all
who will accept it. He boldly claimed to be the
light of tho world, and said that if any man would
follow Him hoe should not walk in darkness but
should have the light of lifs. Aud agmin, thesame
prophet had seon Him sitting as a refiner, purify-
ing silver. Josus says Himself, *“ I ocame to send
fire on earth.” Tt is the fire of truth before which
error must bo consumod. It is the fire of trial in
which dross is to be purged out. Heo purifies His
poople and makes them fit for His use. David had
seon Him as a king seatod on the holy hill of Clod.
Ho has becomo a king, exhalted high above all
power and might and dominion, ruling in right-
eousness in the hearts of His people. Tqus does
He Uil full the demands of the prophets for apersonal,
mighty, righteous, Saviour in whom man can find
help and redemption,

Sinco Jesus has fulfilled the law and the prophots
wo must live by Him, rather than by them. Wo
do not repudiate them nor hold them in contempt.
Jesus did not conio to destroy them. Why should
He destroy them? Thoy were parts of God’s
great plan; they contained much of God’s precious
truth. 1t was His mission to recognize their
purpose and meset their demands. It is our privi-
lege and duty to receive them and treat them with
humble thankfulness and respect, There is much
in them for us; they were written and are given to
us for our instruction. We ought to honor them
and cherish them for this. But instruction is not
all woneed, Weo may receive instruction from the
book of nature. We may be highly instructed by
the experiences of our fellows. But we need more
than this, We-need life; and life is found only in
Christ. He is the ripened fruit of God’s tree
of life. The law and the prophets aro simply
the soil in which it grew. It is prand and impres-
sive to listen to the thunder of Sinai and hear the
law from Moses, or to stand by while Elijah, the
greatest of the prophets, rebukes sin with territle
and fearless carnestness and points out the way of
righteousness, But if we desire the life which can
both keep us from sin and makeo us right, we must
heed that heavenly voice, whichin presenco of both
Moses and Elijah, eaid, concerning Christ, ¢ This
is my beloved Son, hear Him."”

Y am the way, the truth and tho life; no man
cometh unto the Father but by Me.”

HE SAW THEIR FAITH,

In Markii. 3-8, Matt. ix. 2-8ana Luke v. 18-26,
we got the history of two classes of professors.
The Scribes and Pharisees are embraced in one
class. They came from the cities and towns for
tho ostensiblo purpose of watching Christ, and to
find if possible, some accusation against Him. They
did not come for any good, and of courso thoy
recoived none.  They were uot seeking to do good,
and consequently did nono. ¢ They were sitting
by and reasoning.” They wero strict adherents of
the law. Thoy wero ¢ doctors of the law.” They
were there to sco that everything was done accord-
ing tothe law, and whatever was not right according
to their standard must be rebuked and ovecthrown.

Tho other class came for i purpose altogether
different. They came with a desire to get somo
good and to do good. They came “‘bringing a sick
man with them.” They came for a blessing and
they recoived it, They could not get to Christ by
way of tho door, so they went on the houso top and
uncovered the roof, and when they had broken it
up they let down the man, bed and all, in the
presence of Christ, and when Ho saw their faith He
granted tho blossing for which they sought.

Wo have in the history of these two classes a
true reprozontation of the religious world, which
embrace tho professor of faith and-the possessor of

faith; the ono has a form of godliness, without tho
power, tho other has the power with tho form.
One has no saving virtue, tho other is ever seeking
to save.

We cannot suppose that tho {ormor class, the
doctors of the law, wero not sincere and conscien-
tious in their comviction; thoy wore ovidontly
ignorant, and thoreforo misguided. They addressed
themaelves to their self-imposed task of judging
others, They, of course, were right (3) and this
unfitted them for the reception of the words of
Ohrist, The most difficult man to teach is the man
who doos not know how little he knows. It may
acom like a paradox, yet nothing is truer, than that
the moro a man knows the less ho thinks he knows,
while the less he knows the more he thinks
he knows. Our confidence cannot therefore
be over-great in him who thinks he is wise, Wo *
often find in such a porson a tendency to glory in
that, which in others, would be their shame. A
brother was once finding fault with colleges; said
‘““ ho was thankful he never wont to a college.”
“ Do you meon to eay by this that you are thankful
you are ignorant,” “‘Yes, sir, [ do.” ¢ Thon you
have a great deal to be thankful for.” Many, -
doubtless, havo learned the fact that it is quite
impossible to change the current of such-minds,
und that the tendency of such a mind leadsto
popery, which-is the worat popery -of the age.

Another feature of this class is sirikingly in-
congruous, t. ¢., tho uselessness of their convictions,
Admit they were right in their ideas and sound’ in
their doctrine, What of it? Was their faith or -
profession any good to them or to anyouns alse?
Who wero they leading to Christ 7. Did not their
faith repel others rather than win them? Who
cares one button for a man’s religion that doesn’t
care for him? Here is one of the most unfortunate
blunders of the age, i. ¢,, in handling the precious
word of God in such a way, that wo drive
houest and sincere seckers of truth away from us
and away from the house of God. Our peculiaritios
and oddities 8o hide the’truth that it is impossible
for others to ace it, and then we blame them for
-hardness of heart. Just here is where is seen the
difference between the two classes, 'L'he faith of
the four men who brought tho sick man to Christ
was seen. What did He sece? Wasit their long
prayers or their atrong faith in the doctrine of their
fathers? No! He saw them saving someone. We -
do .not know who those four men were, whether
Pharisees, Scribes or Samaritans; but we do know
they were men of faith and noble men of God,
Right here you will find the index and the 'meastre
of a true Christian. However correct we may be
in theory it amounts to nothing unless it saves and
blesses others.

A faith that is of any earthly good is the faith
that can,be seen working for the salvation of others,
True faith will seck to save the lost in defiance to
all obstacles; Our desires and interest for the
lifo of others will boso strong that nothing will
brook a delay. Those men who wera interusted in
the sick man could not get in. by tho door, the'
proper and legitimate way of entrance, so thoy did

-the next best thing—make a way through the top

of the house. 'This they had to do by ** breaking
it up.” This might not seem right to some to in-
jute in any way the house ; they might think the.
houss was of more account than the man. But.
Christ did not tkink so, neithor did the men of
faith thiuk so. Faith savos the man, regardless of
the house. This is tho vnice of the roligion of:
faith, *“Come in by the door if you cau, but if
not cowmo in,” If the house must come down so-
1nuch the worse for'the honse. There is no other
duty or domand made upon us greater tham the.
salvation of our fellow man. It is exceedingly
lamentable to see one whose religion or faith goes.
no higher than-the condemnation of what to thom
may-seem-unsound and unacriptural waya of reach~



