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ing, is not to bo guined in a moment.  Oune satdot
say, ‘* Liot me bo perfect,” and by that word or
resvive become perfect at ouco.  Tho Christian, as
every one knows, has many a battle tu fight, many an
Avpollyon with his fiery darts to overcomo, mang a
Hill D.fliculty to climb, many a puisvnora weed to
uproot, Sanctification is b2 work of a lifotime,
Paul knew nothing of the m dern ductrine of
** Holiness " — *¢ Sanctification ** — the ** sinless
state.” He felt that even he—who had preached
the gospel to others-—might himaelf become a cast-
away, and so *‘ must keep his body under.” There
was in his caso a purpucual war betweon flosh and
spirit. ¢ When he would do goud evil was pre-
sent with him.”

The counflict will hase an end, however, and,
alhough wo shall never atiaic unto ** the weasure
of the stature of the fulluess of Christ,” wo shall
become more and iore like him, as wo struggle un
through bfe, ¢ purifying ourselves us he 13 pure”
under the inspiration of the blussed hope that we
shall at last ¢ see him as ho is and be like him,”
and ¢ be satisfied.” Aund sv ho shall indeed be, as
tho Father foreordaiued, the ** first-born among
wmany brethren,” and ** seo the travail of hissoul
and ** be satisfied,” when he shall have ** brought
many sons to glory.”—Christian Evangelist,

CONCERNING DIVISIONS.

If, among men, honor wero always cunferred
upon those to whom it belongs. the words o°
Paul, * Honor to whomn honor,”” would never have
been written: neither would our Savivnr have ssid :
+Render to Uewmsar the things that are Cresar’s, and
to God the things that are Gud’s.” Quite frequent-
ly one person receives the glory that belongs to
another. The buld and self-conscious whose con-
sciences will allow it, step forward and tale the
crowns that of right should be placed upun the
heads of others; and tou uften, in human pride
aud blindness, an hunor is conferred wpon men
which should be given to Gud only. The church
at Curinth made a most terious mistake in this
respect, which is set forth in Paul's pointed words
of rebuke :

¢ Now this 1 say, that every one of you eaith,
I am of Paul; and I am of Apollos; and 1 of
Cephas; aud I of Christ. Is Christdivided? Was
Paul crucified for you ? or were ye baptized intu
the name of Paul 1™ (L. Cor. i. 12, 13,

It has often been said that Paul here places those
who said ** I am of Christ.” in the same condem-
nation with those who claimed Paul or Apollus or
Cephas as their leader. But nothing could be
farther from the truth. He first sumply states the
fact, that at Coriuth the honor of leadership was
divided between Paul, Apullos, Cephas and Christ.
So far the lines of difference are not drawn.
But how clear become these lines when he asks:
¢¢ Ia Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
or were ye baptized ioty the name of Paul?”
That is to say, Christ is not divided ; Paul was not
crucified for you; ye wers not bapuz:d into his
nawe; he is not your Chust; ho 18 not your leader,
They would at ouce fer that the same was tiue of
Apollos and Cephas, But as Christ their only
Saviour had been cruc:fied for them, and they had
‘beon bapnzed into his name, taking him us their
Jesder, nut one of the objeciiuns which Paul
aseutivos can apply to thoss who mede the direor

“and truthful claim, ' I aw of Christ.” Who dure
‘chullonge these with the questions, was Christ
crucitied for you? or were ye bapuzed into the
oame of Cheist? As long as this challonyge can
not ba made, 80 long will those who say, “I am of
Ohrist,” be vindioated in this respect, aud those

who gito the names of men the place that belongs
to Christ’s name alone, will not remain blameless,
Paul regarded this matter as an exceedingly serious
one. He besvryht his brethren in the mnst earnest
way in respect to their duty in putting themselves
right as to scrifes abont leadership He rays
* Now I bescech you, brethren, by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you.”
They had not yet separated to different religons
bodies, ‘hoy were not refusing cach other Christ
inu fellowship. They worshipped tugether still,
aud partovk of bread and wine from the same table,
Yot Paul saw among them divisious 2nd coutentions
utterly out of harmony with the one undivided and
supremo place of exaltation occupied by Christ
as tho Lourd and Saviour of men, divisions and
¢ mtentons that were clearly at wae with that
unenoss amouy belisvers which formed the burden
of the Saviour's petitivns wheun his soul went out
to his Father in bebalf of his churches throughout
the ages.

These things heing true, it is not to be belioved
that the unity for which the Saviour besonght his
Father 18 realized at the present time, notwithstand-
ing the existence of many religi us bodies wearing
different names. True, there is now much more
brotherly love, us well as less uabrotherly hate,
munifesied amonyg those who go to the sacred
Scriptures for religious wnstiuction, than was seen
when instruments of torture were used to lead
men's thoughts in the ways that others deemed
rijiit, Indeed, there are aow and then outburats
of brotherly love and Christian fellowship which,
disregarding all denominational barriers, carry
sweetness and grace to all whu love vur Lord aud
Saviour ; and for the mcmeant we are almost made
to feel that the barriers are all down, and that
Christian love abounds wmuch more than the sin of
division. But immediatoly some representative
usks, ‘ Who are - the Conuregationalists 7" and
another publishes to the world that the Disciples
deny the diwvinity of the Locd, and sull another
declares that they teach baptismal regeneration ;
and then the news cumes that several good breth-
ren have besn reimmersed because the body whose
followship they seek would not recogmizs their
baptism as Christian, and then the spell 18 broken,
and we sce the fences all up again, and the streams
of luve that were Howing with such power, appear
to have hid thewselves in the sand, aud the sin of
division is seen to abound us oneness of wind and
heart doues not abound. And is uwot this a
fact ?

In the cities the sin of division does nut appear
at its worst. As a rule, in the cities, places of
worship are not tov numerous for the population,
though often the churches are thinly attended; and
there is cumparatively little sirife between the
various denominations in the city churches. The
sin etands out iu the small towns and villazes muat
preminently.  Who hasuot seen in a town of three
or four hundred inhabitants five or six churches,
ropresenting as many different denuminations,
~ ruguling, to keep a preacher constautly in their
employment, when one building of small capacity
would held the entire church-guing commumty?
It 18 under such circumstauces that the burden
which religious diviswus impese are felt to be most
heavy and grievous to be birue.  Strifes and jeal-
vusetes ab.und, and the spirit of love and voud-will
depart, Usuulty the riva'ry, and the deceptive
methods that are empluyed to gain hesrers and
¢ nverts, are not surpassed by busine.s men tu
bring custom to themsslves in their varivus lines of
wade. Msrepresentations are heard on every
hand. This vught not su to ba. Paul would cer-
tainly say now asin the early days, * Are ye nut
carnal and walk as men?"—Christian Standard.

STANDING BEFORE GOD.

—

And now St. Johu declaves that when he passsd
bobind the vell ho snw tho dead, small and great,
stand before God. Do yo act see what that meansf
Out of all the lower presences with which they
bave made themaelves contented; out of all the
chambers where the httle easy judges sit, with
their compromising codes of conduet, with their
1dens worked over and worked down to suit the
conditions of this earthly life; out of all these par-
ual ar.d mvporfect judgment chambers, when men
dio they are ure ull carried up iuto the presence of
the perfect rightoousness, and are judged by that.
All previous judgments go for nothing, unless they
find their conticmation there.  Men who have been
the peta and favorites of society, and of the popu-
lace, and of their own solt-esteem, the change that
death has made to them is that they have been
cumpelled to face another standard, and to feel its
unfamtliar awfulness.

Just think of it. A man who, all his life on
oarth singe he was a child, has never once asked
himself about any action, about any plan of his, ls
it right 7 Suddenly, when he is dead, beh~ld he
finds himself in a new world, where that is the only
question about everything. His old questions as
to whether a thing was comfortable, or w s popular,
or was profirable, ate all gone. The very atmos-
phere of this new world kills them. And upuu the
awazed soul, fr- m every side, there pours this new,
stranyy, searching question, * Ia it right 1’ That
18 what 1t is for that deaa man to *‘ stand before
God.”

Bat, then, there is another sonl which, befure it
passed through death, whilo it was in this world,
had always been struggling after higher presences.
Refusing to ask vvhether acts were popular and pro-
titable, refusing even to care much whether they
wvare comfortable or beautiful, it had insisted upon
asking whether each acl was right, It had always
struggled to keep its moral vision clear. It had
climbed to heights of self-sacrifice that it might get
above the missma of low srandasrds that lay upon
the earth. Iu every darkness about what was right
it had been trne to the best light it could see. It
urew into a greater aud greater incapacity to live in
any other presence, as it had struggled longer and
louger for this highest company, Think what it
must be for that soul, when, for it, tvo, death
sweeps overy other chamber back and lifts the na-
tnre 1nt the pure light of the unclouded righteous-
ness. Now for it, too, the queation, *¢ Is it right 3’
rings frum every side ; but in that question this
suul hears the echo of 1ts own best-loved standard.
N.t in mockery, but 1n jnvitation; not tauatingly,
but temptingly; the everlasting goodness sesms to
look in upon the soul from all that touches it. That
is what it is for that soul to * stand before God.”
God opens his own heart to thut soul, and is both
judgment and love. They are not separate. He ia
tove because he is judument; for to be judged by
him, to meet his judgment, is what the soul has
been long and ardently desiring, Tell me, when
two such souls as thcse stand together ** before
G d,” are they not judged by their very atsnding
there?  Are not the deep content of une and the

perp'exed distress of the othur already thuir heaven
and their hell? Do you need a pit of fire and &
city of gold to empbasize thewr difference? When
the dead, small and great, stand befure Goq, is not
the buuk already upened, aud are not the deagd al-
ready judued — Brooks.
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The same measure of trouble being laid upon
two meu, is tar lighter to him ihat bears it with
patience,  Of how pure woud suever an instrument
is made, yet if it wary, with the sun, or crack wnh
the weather, wo dislike it. Let us not lose our
credit of the holiness by the least murmur of im-
paticnoe— ddams,




