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Pharmaceutical Notes.

ARTînFICIAL I Ni>o.-A patent bas been
taken out by the Aktien-Gesell. für Anilin
Fabrik., of ierlin, for the pireparation of
Indigo. Anthranilic (o.amido-henzoic)
acid is fused with caustic alkali out of
contact with the air. ''lhe fused mass is
then dissolved in water, and oxidized hy
a carrent ai air, when the indigo bIe is
developed. It is quite identical with na.
tural indigo.-Ilpotheker Zeilug.

Sa.wnusr AiisoRiiENT DREssNGs.-A.
Neve, surgeon to tie Kaslimir Mission
Hospita), India, strongly reconimends the
use of sawdust pads as a staple surgical
dressing naterial. The sawdust is packed
in muslin bags, and the pads are readily
rendered-eithier aseptic or antiseptic. Ii
practice tliey are inipregnated the day be-
fore use with a i in 2ooo solution of mer-
curie zine cyanide, or sterilized in a
Cathcart's or Schimiielbusch's oven.-
Lancel.

QuIxoî.NtsE RHIODANATE, A Nw ANTi-
siic.-Induced to experiient with
sulpho-cyanhydric (rhodanhydric) acid,
fron the presence of that body in the
saliva, which has itself certain antiseptic
properties, Dr. Edinger lias conibiied this
acid with quinoline, producing pyridin-
methyl-rhodanate. Solutions of this body,
according to the author, have very ener-
getic bactericidal properties, the specific
microbes of cholera and diplitheria
speedily succunbing to its influence. be
solution is neither odorous nor caustic.
A one per cent. solution lias also been
emîployed as an injection in gonorrhoa.
-Semnaine ldicale; Pharinaceutical
journa/.

Nosopi.NE is a new iodo compound,
tetra-iodo-phcnol-pthalein, obtained, ac-
cording to the Medical Week, by the ac-
tion of iodine on plienol.pthalein, which is
used in the forni of insufflation in acute
coryza, chronic rhinitis, and as a dusting
powder for eczeia. It is a yellow, odor-
less, tasteless powder, insoluble in water,
soluble in ether and in chloroform,. It
contains Go per cent. of iodine. It be-
haves as an acid, and combines with bases
to form soluble salts. Nosophene is not
toxic, and is said to pass through the
body without undergoing decomposition,
and therefore without giving rise to excre.
tion of indine in the urine.

Anui.TFRATEn LiNssEEn Oî..-It is
said that there is at present some quantity
of linseed oil on the market adulterated
with liver and blubber oils. To detect
this admixture, to parts of the oil and 3
of commercial nitric acid -are mixed
thoroughly in a test-tube, aiid the two
layers allowed to separate. If the fish oil
be present, the oily layer is dark.brown to
·black in èolor, whilst the acid lias a deep
orange red color. If, however, the oil be
pure, the oily layer is only a dirty green

and the acid a golden yellow color.-
Sefenriea'er Zei. ; B. C. Dlruggist.

THE PREîaTroN ov GUAracoi..-A
fresh patent for the preparation of pure
guaiacol has been taken out by a German

ini. Veratrol (pyrocatechol di.niethyl
ether) is heated with equal quantities of
alcohol and alkali under a pressure
of ro atmospheres for thrce hours at
180°C. It is necessary to separate traces
of undeconiposed veratrol, and the yield
is 85 per cent, of the original weight of
veratrol.-- Chemiker Yei1ung.

SEranTrîoN oP SyN·Eii.c RcDiE) ES.
-l.enzinger has exaiined the behavior of
several new synthetic remedies when
treated according to Dragendorff's shak-
ing.out method. Froni ai acid solution
he found petroleum spirit renmoved guaia-
colbenzol, guaiacol salicylate, benzonaph-
thol, ailphol, agathin, salacetol, methyl.
salol, orthocresalol, paracresalol, metacre-
salol, benzocresalol, ialakin, and thernio.
din, but traces only of guaiacol cinnaiate
and naphthol carbonate. Ilenzol renioved
s.dophen, pyrodin, guaiacol cinnamate,
lactophenin, P-naphtholcarbonate, galla-
nol, symphorol Na, Li, and Sr ; after
previous boiling with hydrochloric acid-
neurodin, nialakin, thermodin, and traces
of analgen. Chliorofori dissolved pyro-
din, and analgen. From ammoniacal
solution, petroletum spirit removel plieno-
col ; benzol, tolypyrine ; chlorofori,
analgeni; amyliclcoliol,gallanol.--Pharm.
Posi. Pharmarentica/fourna/.

CEka C î'îîo.-Recent researches
have pointed to the non-existence of cedar
camphor in cedar wood oil. A smiall
quantity of cedar wood which had been
kept in stock for nany years was recently
distilled and yielded a thick oil, which
went almost solid by standing. Through
recrystallization from alcohol a body was
obtained in fine needles, softening at 78°,
and entirely nelting at 830 I appears
that the camphor is formed under these
conditions, but is not a constituent of
normal cedar oil.-Schimniels' RWeor.

AcTioN OF GE.ATIN ON SoI.UTIONS.-
Mills and Sawers find that the introduc-
Lion of gelatin into saline solutions results
in the conbination of the salts with the
gelatin. Chrome aluni (potassic)appeared
to bc taken up unaltered, the resulting
compound being quite insoluble in boiling
water, but it was slowly disso'ved at a
gentle heat by an equal weight of acetic
acid diluted with about twice its weiglit of
water, the solution leaving an insoluble
residue when it dried up. Alumina alum
(potassic) was absorbed by gelatin to form
a compound, which dissolved slowly in
boiling water; nickelous sulphate gave a
partly soluble gelatin ; cobaltous sulphate
a completely soluble one; and cupric
sulphate a partly soluble componnd.-

Journ. Soc. Chemi. Ind.

Nîw NiT'uon OF P>REt'ANG S.Ac-
citsktx.-A chemical firi in Basle,
Switzerland, has patented a new process
for obtaining saccharin by transforming
thiosalicylic acid into thiosalicyl chloride,
and the latter into the correspondinganiid-
acid. This last is oxidized either with
potassium permanganate or other oxiliz.
ing agent. The process is said to be
more econonical than the original.

STAIN ITV OF Sun.t.uATE SoI.UrîoNs.-
Vignon pointed out soie tinte ago thiat
i per mille solutions of nercuric clîloride
rapidly decreased in strcngth, and lost,
therefore, their antiseptic power in con-
tact with the air. Tanret now urges (u/il-
le/fin) that pure air lias nothing to do with
th: i·atter, and does not cause any pre-
cipitation of the nercury. Vignon lias
taken ui the subject again, and now
denionstrates that Tanret's conclusions
are correct, and that the decomptosition
is due to traces of alkali, derived cither
front the water or the glass in which the
solutions were kept, and to dust and or-
ganic impurities fron the air.

A mu&sitîîsî.-Merck reports that lie lias
found in santonica-seeds, or rather in the
niother-liquor from which santonin crys-
tallizes, a beautiful crystalline body which
rescibles santonin, but is a distinct sub-
stance. One of its most marked pecu.
liarities is that it crystallizes with chloro-
fori, the compound being represented by
the foriula C.- H t 04, CH C i, but the
chloi oforni is dissipated at 80°C. Artei-
isin melts at 200°C., and dissolves in
sixty times its weiglht of boiling water.
Its sp. rot. is - 84.3°, and it may be
easily distinguished front santonin hy the
iron and sulphiuric.acid reaction. Wlien
o. i grainime of artemisin is dissolved in
i c.c. of water and the same of sulphuric
acid, and a few drops of ferric.chloride
solution added, a slight turbidity and
intense golden-brown color are produced,
whereas santonin gives a characteristic
violet color. Merck concludes that
artemisin is oxy-santonin, for the mole.
cule differs only frcnim santonin in contain.
ing an additional oxygen atom. Whether
this principfle has any therapeutic proper-
tics or not is not stated.--Chemist and
Druggist.

PuRIFIcATION OF A.coIIo., Su.,
ETC., DV POTASSIUM PEluANoANATE.-
According to Mauniené (Complet rendus),
alcolhol, wines, syrups, and other organic
bodies, and even potable waters, may be
purified by the action of potassium per-
manganate. With impure alcohol, wines
(red and white), etc., it suffices to agitate
theni with an aqueous solution of the
permanganate (2 or 3 ccm. of the solution
to the litre of alcoliol). The purifying
action is obtained through the formation
of manganic oxides, which are precipi-
tated, finally clarifying and purifying the
liquid. TJ'e process seems destined to be
of great service in refining sugars, etc.-
.Mrlional Druggi:.


