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g THE FREE SILVER ISSUE ﬁ

ﬂ By REXAT ELGNIS.
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THE FREE SILVER ISSUE.

Te the student of political economy,
particularly the more advanced ono, be-
longing to tho George School of Philo-
sopby—the primary cause leading to the
agitation of mast cconomic questions
and particularly the present absorbing
one of Fros Silver, is perbaps more casi-
ly apparent than o any other class of
ecoromists.

Tho great producing classes of the
United States are graduslly beginning
to recognize the fact that their inters
ests have not been safeguarded by
either of the two political parties, that
while “America” and “Literty” have
been extolled for his benefit on all pos-
sible occasions, their pockets somchow
or other were being deploted, or rather
were not being refilled with coin to
meet the corumon desires for food, rai-
meni and shelter. They also seem to
appreciate the fact, that while they are
growing poorer, yet toiling harder than
ever, a comparatively few in numbers
are growmg richer and more powerful,
but to all appearances never seem to
do _anything at all.

They have looked for aid and sympa-
thy from one Y.u-ty to another, and it
never came. IFooled and disappointed,
—desperato, and intent upon getting
some relief, no matter where it comes
from—is it to bo wondered at that the
masses should grasp at anything that
will likely better conditions? If the
producing classes are laboring under a
delusion, and are misled into {avoring
absurd legislation, and by their
sirength vote in & government to
carry out alsurd and unwise propasals,
who must assme the responsibilities
for it? Certainiy not these fettered
slaves, who have so long and so often
been despoiled and robbed !

,And why should not Mr. Bryan and
his party be supported by them? Thero
is at least a ray of hope that in_doing
30 some relief will be secured. But at
the expense of others, some one will
remark. Very well, at whase expense are
the land monopolist money lords and
tariff beneficiarics being kept  now?
There is only one answer to this—the
producers. .

To effect the cry of repudiation
of obligations, dishonest money. etc.,
at this time, comes with a show of in-
gratitude to gay the least. While
we do not endorse the free silver pro-
position. we will endorse any movement
that {lends to the breaking down of
speeial privileges, and in tho silver agi-
tation this vicw is recoognized. As a
consequence Che money power of the
United States, if Mr. Bryan should b
elected,  will have o forego sume of
its privileges. In what form this will
follaw, time alone can tell.

The unfortunate part of this extra-
ordinary movement in the United
States 1s the fact, though not generally
recognized. that the cominon people do
not realize what is really the maller
with them. That something is wrong
gots without question. In soms quar-
ters the mind of the people is bein
directed to the basic ca'ise of bar
Limes, but the easy aceeptarce of silver
ite doctrines claims the great major-
ity. Some¢ day, and perhaps not far
distant, the recal cause and the Temedy
will strike them with all the foree and
certainly with more clearness than the
superficial question of frec silver. The
remarks of Hon. Tom L. Johnson, ox-
Congressman of Ohio, and milliopaire
manufacturer of steel rails, ve re-
cently expresed, give utteranco to our
views in the matter, when ho says.—

“The present hard times have been
felt all over the world, in countries of
iow tariffs and high tariffs; in coun-
tries with hittle money and those with
plenty of money; in monarchies and in
1cpublics. The real causo camnot be
tariffs, of munes. or form of govern-
ment, it is sometbhing that wo find
everywhere—the monopoly of land, the
source of all production.”—B.

WILLIAM J. BRYWAN.
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OUR AUSTRALIAN COUSINS.

The cditor of this department has re-
cently recelved two letters from Australla,
wblch contaln wmatter of much Interest.
Oue Is from Bert Stevens of the Single Tax
newspaper, 112 King-street, Sydney, New
South Wales, and the other Is from Mliss
Catherine IHecelen Speace, of Elidon, St
Peters, South Australla. Very appropriate
1y for a letter to Cans ta, Mr. Stevens' lot-
ter Is dated July 1. Dealing first with the

TAX ON LAND VALUES

fn New South Wales, Mr. Stevens states
1ts exact posltion A few weeks ago thls
departmnent estimated 1t at two and a halt
mills on the dollar. This twas based on
a misconception. and we are glad to state
tlaat the tax is really about four mills on
the dollar, instead of two and & half. It
Is a penny fu the pound on capltal value—
gay two cents on five dJollars. Twenty
milis on five dollars cquals four mills on
tbe dollar. Bulldinga and other improve:
nents are not Included In the tax, of
rourse.  However, we will Iet Mz Stevens
spetk for himself, 1le says. o

The tax ona land values in force in New
3outh Wales 18 one penuy (about two cents)
{t the pound sterling of capital value on all
values over and above £240-In round Og-
ares, twelve hundred dollars—that being
the amount of the exemption. The Income
tax is sixpence In the pound, and £200 ly
exempted—sey a2 thousand dollars So
that you inay have n comnplete and clear
krowledge of the matter, I forward you
acrewith copy of the Land and Income
Acts.

The exemption !n the Land Tax Act s™olls
the effect ol 1t to a very great cxtent, and
wo Single Tax men are concentrating onr
cnergies on the effoit to get the, exemption
abollshed altogether. There 1s lttie hopo
of getting the amount of the tax increagsed
just sct . but If the exemption is removed
wo shall bo In & falrly satisfactory posl-
tion. The time allowed for the contlnu.
ance of the old revenue and protective du-
tics bhas almost expired ; and, twith the cx-
ception of duties on tohacco, alccholle Ite
quors, ctc., twe shall have a free port,

LOCAL OPTION IN TAXATION.

1We have not got local optlon In taxstlon
yet. The present Governinent was pledged
to Introduce & local Government BlI, and
ald so, but tbe iabor party wantéd to
eliminato the provision for t:o property
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voto, and make municipal suffrage simi-
lar to our Parllamcentary suffrage—one man,
one vote. The Government opposed this,
and the b was dropped ; but I belfeve it
will b~ brought forward again In such n
fortn as to allow the munlcipallties the
optlon of raising thelr revenue {n what way
they wish., I will send you along partl.
culars It anything occurs.

“I am editing the New South Wales Sin-
gle Tax, and send you a copy of our last

tssue.”’
IN SOUTII AUSTRALIA,

The letter of Miss Spence confirms tha
foregoing stateraents, and glves particulars
about South Jastralia. There the tax on
iand values s one half-penny In the pound,
cqual to two mills on the dollar, and there
I8 a0 exemption. She sars :

**South Australin lIs the only colony where
there are no exemptlons. I pay the land
value tax on a rood of ground where thig
l'ouse stands, and balf an acre whero an.
other house stands, and both together coma
to onc pound and six shillings. The {ax
Ix only oue haltpenny fn the pound, but It
Is donbled when the land is worth moro
than flve thousand pounds, for thc portion
which is above that value; and twenty
. cent. Is charged for absentees In addl.
tlon to what they pay llke residents.”

To 1llustrate this in mlills and dollark, an
absentee land owner, having an cstate of
which the Iaud was worth fAtty thousand
dollars, would pay :

Two mills on the dollar on §23,000.

Four mills on the dollar on $25.000.

Tiwo-fifths of a mill on the dollar on $50,«

.\:olhlng on his bulldings and ‘mproves
ments.
THE DI'LAWARR ELECTIONS

Never before has an clection been so Im.
portant in Delaware as will be the ap-
proachlng one, cven to tue pollticians
The xvinnlng side wlll control the constitus
tutlional convention and probably nake
such changes in the consttution as will cn-
able It to have a strong grlp ou the pollitl.
crl situation for a long time to come. The
next Iegisiature wilf also cfect a Tuited
States scnator, and the governor wlll have
more offices to distributo than any Kover-
nor bad In the past thirty years. The
party that gets the Single Tax support
will win beyond a doubt. ~

Sneeess for Stngle Tax s nesured In New.
castle and Fent Countleg, with 2 probabil-
fty of Sussox, provlded the Single Taxers
themselves make no mistakes, follow up
advantages already grined and do not pen
wit themselves to be Llinded and led into
wrong moves by cnemies dlrgufsed as
fricnds.  Yho political leaders understand
thls, although thoy will net sdmlt it doenly.

wor?




