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ETAL AS A BUILDING MATERIAL

It is well within the rncrnory of many
persans wvhe-in metal as at building material
wvas practically unknowvn. But wiîliin a
fcwv ycitrs building bas been ainiost re-
volutionizcd by the use of metal in variaus
forrns and for varmous purposes. Iron
bcarrs, colurnns, girders, rafters, and
window sashes bave cone into use, and
no% we are to have as a regular addition
ta Our Iist a great variety of stamped out
sections. TI;.ese have heretofore been
made mostly of galvanized iron or sorne
comTposition of the spelter sort, or, in fine
and bigh-priced wvork, bronze bas been

j ernployed. Steel is, however, found ta
answer ail dernands tar better than any
other tne!al used for this purpose. Door
and wvindowv caLsings will be made of
h etal, and, indeed, aliost ail parts of a
house may be constructed of sometbing

besides wood. Witb paper-pulp doors
and floors, metal framres and finish, siate

or tin roofs, and Portland cernent or con-
crete %valls, our bouses may in trne corne
to be actuaily fireproof, as they bave for

j a long lime unjustly clairncd to be.

*The aluminium process for thet decora-
toaand preservation of iron and steel is

intended to take the place of nickeling,
* tinning and coppering. The coaîing

leaves the sharpness of the ouiline unirn-
paired, and adberes close to cast and
ivrouglit iran work.

A correspondent of Indian Engineering
* writes that engineers are again corning ta

the conclusion that red lead and linseed
ail is tbe best paint for iron tvork, and be
refers to the condition of the old Hanmmer-
smiîb bridge, the iron of wbicb, after more
than six years' service wvas as good as newv.
Even those parts inaccessible to the brusb,
and therefore flot paited since the trne

* of erection, wvere quite uncorroded.
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