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THELEADER OF THE OPYORITIOH.
It is anotablo fact that none of the want.
of-confidence motlons of Mr, Blako ever pro-
duoe much of a scnsstion, even among his
own devoted followers, Dnring the seafon
of 1885 it waapredloted by Conservatives as
woll aa by Reformers that when Mr, Blake
moved a rexolution respeoting the outbreak
In tho NorthWast that hts indlotment
would be verysbévero 3 and somo of the fol.
lowers of the Governmentsald, It is hard
to 820 how the adminlstration iz going to
eacapo, There are osrtain forms, in which
{t 12 ponaiblo for Blake to movs & resolution,
that will almost precludo the pomibility of
reoording a negptive vots,” And so when
the leader of the Oppwition arcss In the
Touse, towarda tho closs of tho eesion, and
when tho tumulé had Jbeon brought to an
end In the North.West, Consarvative mom.
bers shivered at thelr deske when thoy
looked opon the vast balk of mancserips
thatiho Hon, gentleman held in his haod,
There wes a broathless sflence S the. Houro
when be began; Reformers strained for-
ward to hear evary word that the spiaker
uttered ; Contervatives shrank back upon
thelr saats and held down their heads, One
and all looksd for a tremsndousand terrible
impeachment ; they expooted the formula-
tion of & serion of grave charges agalnat the
Government for dereliction of duty and
criminal misadminiatration of North TWest
afialre; thsy eat ready to hear that
st the doors of Government was to
bs laid the ruln which had been
wrought on onr falr plains, Bot no sach
impeachment came, Mr, Blake simply con.
tented himeslf, ina rhetorical wenso, with
belng magnifiosnt, He mads a speech of
great length, of ponderons waight, and of
wide grasp; but there wasno direct obargs
againat tha Governmsnat; indeed thers was
no charge of any kind, Ho mercly recited
» hundred polnts; and when bhe sa¢ down
the whole utterance laft upen one's mind
the effect produoced by semo hoge  Where-
as" without any *Bs it therefors Rusolx-
od” jollowing It. It wasjast ax if & com.
mander, suppozed to have in his following
tavincible legions, had gono np'to tho ensmy
and firod In thelr faces a breadside of blank
cartridge. ¢ Never mind,"” some of his fol -
lowers 5ald, he will make an arralgoment
cf tho Governmont next year that will
tartle the country,” ¢ Then bls first afep
shonld bato call for & commislon of daquiry
into tho admisistraticn of affalrs in the
North-Wezt,"” somo ons suggestod, ¢ Mr,
Blake knows hisown business boat,” waa
the rotors by a Grit M, £, from Nova Soo-
< tia, 40! course ke does,” chimed in & Re-
form journalist—znd a pretty atapld ono at
that—frcm Montreals ¢ Don't you know,
my good slr,""~—pattiog his finger through
the button-hols of ths sugyester's cost—
$5$bat there 1ano need for ths Commimion
of snquiry? Rieliato be trisd nexlwum.
mar and the crosr-examination will oliolt
all the grisvancss which the Metis havo suf-
fored. There s no noed fora ocommiacfon
of angulry.” “Then,” respcnded tho Indo-

peadent advlaer, you bellove that Blel and

- e

his followers will be allowed upon tral; to
put 1x the plea of justification ! That is ab-
surd, The prisoners will bis trled for high
treanon, the most grlevous offence knewa to
tho law, Jnquiry Into gelovanoce will be
shutoff. ¢ Oh;” they dld aot know about
that., It might be 20; and it might tnot
But Mr, 'lako was the beat j3dge ‘‘anyway.”
8o they went away and dopsnded upon
thelr theorier and upon My, Biake,

R'ol was txled, and juat s tho ons inde.
pondent {n politios had predicted, his de-
fenoe were not permltted to set ap the plea
of jaatifioation, All tho hopes ef tha Oppo-
altlon, therefors, that the gricvances would
% como out at the trial" vora throwm to the

winds,

But the Opporition onoe more oatabiished
solid foundatlons to their talth in Mr, Blake,
Thoy belloved that he wonld move sucha
resolution,and make such a speech darlng the
presan$ seaxion aa wonld shatter the sdmin.
istration to its foundations, But while thoy
were walting for the wonderfnl ratolution
and the overwhelming apssch, M, Landry
moved his rogolution affirming that the exe.
cntion of Louls Riel was unjastifiable, Tais
Was a trap for Mr, Biake and his followers 3
thero was moro than ons way to aveid that
trap; but Mr, Blako conld not seolt, Oaoe
sgaln ho oamo up with his wod and artillery
ead cxpended his energlos at & “polot where
the ensmy was not at all, WHhat was a
moro legitimate result of the robelllon, zni
the only jastifiable aot of the exs.ntive lo
connection with it, was made to take the
placo of the groat questlon Itself, 2Afr.
Blake of oouree mada a magoificent apeech ;
bat what I5ths good of a mageifisent sposch
withont tho verdiot !

Now, as we have many times admitied
before, It 18 sn easy task to bew critlo,

¢ A man must sezve his Lime $9 every trado,
Bave cenvaro ;—critic) all are ready-rmads.*

Nevertheless, when a man with divers
eplandid opportunitles at his handy £ill to
furn any ono of them to acconnt, oriticlsm,
oven from indlfferent pins may be exoanred
for obtrudirg ftxelf upon the scenes, In
the Govornment's managemont of North-
Weat affairs, Mr, Blake has had a groat op-
portunity ; suchgan opportunity as ssldem
comea to a man- In oppoaitlon ; yet the oat-
look Istbat ny profit Ia to coms {obiz party
through that .epportasity. Nay, more, it
docy soom as if Mr, Blake himsol? ix to
hava pormsaont injary thereby,

Wae ropsat 3 Mr, Blnko should have
smoaded tho motion of the momber for
Montmsagoy, 50 as to rotain the whole ques-
tion of tho Govornmezt's adminlitration In
ths North-West aa the sutjeot for primary
discutsion, -and--a%- tho same time, by his
wording. i bo wished it, kopt himssl en
rappirt with Queboo samtiment. Yhor, in-
stead of moving a resolution violent and
awseplng In ity doaunclation of Govern-
mont, ho thould havé madss motion put-
ting the caro In its mlldest form ; pautticg
It fnanch away that aven the most parly-
blind Torles in tho howso conld net vots
against It withon$ ahame in his faco, Lot
us for & moment imagise a resolation like
this, )

Whereas cortaln inhabltants In tho region
of Princo Alhort, notably, as well as olss-
where fn'the North-Wes Yerrltories, had
griovancos In obtaining patontsand titles to
thelr lands ;

And wh.reas thoso griovances, whother as
great as allegod or othorwite, cccasloned
much heartburning among the persons af-
footed ;

And wherecs these peoplo repzodented to
the proper department of tho Govermmant
that such bardabips exbtod;

And whereas {§ was known to Govern.
ment thas several moetings wero hold at
which violent apecches were made In do-
nuaclation of Givernment, aud In threatea.
iag physioa protast ;

And whereas 14 cama to the knowledge
of Government that Louls Riel, = well
known distarber, was amongst theas peopls
affacting ocertaln crganizations ;

And ulereas tho Government did not
tako prompt and wgent ateps (s) to
remedy tho grevances under which the
complainlog partles mffered ; and (b) to
provent tho nprislng of wnich i$ bad been
apprized ;

Be it therefore resolved that thls Houre
‘express its regreta that the Govérumeant

.{ shrangh-the propex department did not
-J. $ako such aseps as might have preveated

%he Lato doplorable revc1t.

Now suppoalog Mr, Blako bad maved a
.recolutln of ttis sort at once aftsr the
opsalng of the.Houne, he muzt have taken
almos$ the entire Province of Qiebso with
bim a3 well asmany ot tho Cinvervatives,
The allegations in such a rasolution would
boheaven's own truth, plain to every man,
As to the ‘¢ papers,” there were plenty of
thess In tho haudas of tho country to wab.
stantiate the affirmations In sush a resoln-
tion as we have outlined, A man of atrong
common genkd wonld have seen the cass in
th light; bus it takes an amazingly olovar

lawgeor to peroeive that a position is not
strong unloss teoknleality has bsen con-
formad to, and onlexs all tke evidoncs, the
whole of the vast bulk of irrelovant tittle.
tattlo, bas besn showered upon the House.
No hownt man could, reslly, have votsd
against sucha resslatlon; aud avy man
who did vote agalmt it would bs plainly
showing that ho was a partizan; tkat he
was thore to support the alnistry and for
rothing elso ; and that no wonld vote for
thom when thoy wore plalnly wrong as well
83 whea they wereintheright.

YWhat Mr, Blako may donow we do not
know, Tho cnly thing oexlain Is that rmatch.
od agalnat 8ir John hoie ko a ohild deelr.
fog to encompasa a man fall.gromm, A
splopdid Intelleot My, Blake has; but his
bralns are tho bralas of an cquity plexder.
Tho human hesrt ke can bo hardly cald
¢o naderstand ; for the man whe has not
taot, who is not master of thehundrod little
indofinablo alaights by which mon's susosptl-
bflftIes are tozchod; by which new fsons
are pnt upon surrounding clronmatinces ;
can handly bo sald to have knowledgs of the
buman heart, Sir John Macdorald hag thls

Enowledgo ; aad & follower is to himaria®

strument upon whom ho may put his fingers
** $0 sound what note ho pleaso.” It may
goom an unkindly thing to eay, but nover-
theloss we capnot refrain from saying it :
the Opposition needs o leader, Mr, Blake
hasboen tried at varions times and under
dlffaring olroumstances ; and whils ho has
boen alirays magnlificent he has always,
in his own right, been unsucoessfal. No
one oan bo expected to do wondoers ; tho
eloguence of a man ought not bo expectod
to carryan overwhelmiog majority of hard.
and-fast partizans, For failig to got the
Torles to rise and vote with himwo do not
censuro Edward Blake, Bat even the blind
followera of a party chiof may be put into
wuch & poaftion that they must go as the
strozm of pnblio opinion fliws, If the Con.
scrvatives were propared to follow thelr
consclences Mr. Blake has g0 far falled to
take a courne which any one of them might
not refuse to follow, He hay failed and
{alled miserably, His failure lndeed as a
loader is almost unboliovablo, And this we
pen with regrot, '

MR. 0XLEY IN THE “CURRENT

Ozo of our Usnsdlan writers has lutoly
ocontributed a coupls of papersto the Cur.
rent, an inJesoribabls weekly papor publish-
ed at Chicago, the seriss belog entitled
¢ To-day in Oanada,” Tho writer, who by
the way {s M-, J, M, Oxley, of the Maring
and Fiusheries Dopartmmt at Ottawa, looks
attho oountry from politioa!, z0olal, an
literary polnts of visw. Tiod ay his hancs
aro wlth offinal cords, what he haato w8y
upon tho political aspeots of our situation is
ot of muck valuo ; buthls sta ming op of
our goclal status isan accurato onough plo-
tare of our paople,

The following paragraph we reproduco ;~—
with endoreation: ¢ Althoogh still inferior
to her greatrival Montreal, as rogards the
number of itz inbabitants, & doeficienoy by
tho way which ahe ls rapidly rcctifylog, the
city of Toronto, by \.rtue of being the capi-
tal of tho falrest, finest Provlnoe, snu of
hor swilt progress sowards & proud suprom.
acy over all other competitors fn regard to
evorything that makes a city great, com.
mands priority of notice. Tho capital of
Oatarlo with pardosablo pride arrogatos to
hexsslf tho ambitions titlo of tho ' Queen
C.ty. Commorcially eho haz yot to make
good ber titlo, but from a literary, sclentific
or goclel point of view ltis already eatabliah
«d beyond dispute. Tkero fa of courso no
aciusl aristocracy in_Canada, but tho near.
cat approach to such a thing may bs fornd
{n Tcronto, whon the desoendants of the
Unlted Emplre Inyalists fourish and multl.
ply rejolcing fin an ancatry whore honor
they wounld preserve unsullled, and wheao
momory they dolight to keop over greon and
fospiring, To this congenial contra gather
tho choloest splrita in art, litorature, and
sclenco, and 1t s bot natural thorafora that
more delightful or Improving scoloty need
bardly bo dsalred than its drawlog-rooms
and cloba afford. Tho mere making aad
sponding of money s not rogerded as the
he-all and cnd-all of exlatencs, Tho clama
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