
seil. Inufthe wor< ai visitation, Mr. Griffith
and Mr. Gaunt hlave been unceasingly at %vork
diîrîng the wvhole ai the year artongst the boys,
and over 2,500 visits have been paid withiin the
twelve months. The girls' departmlent cati
prabably showv as good a recard, sa thiat we cati
tal<e credit ta ourseives for having laboured ta
keep in tauch ivith our youiig charges, and for
not abaudoning thern ta the mercies ai the
wvorld until they ]lave becomie îvvll establislied
iu the country and have reaclîed anl age when
tlîey cani saiely be leit ta conduct tlieir own
affairs.

As ta the extent ta whvli we accept the re-
spousibility of caring for and looking aiter any
ai aur boys and girls, wlîo, through fault or
inisiortune, are ilu risk ai becoming a public
burden, wve unlîesitatiugly challenge anyoue ta
produce a single case in vhîiclî we hiave nat
readily and ta the full borne aur own burdens.
Our cash accaunits give, ta uis very painful,
levidence af aur deterijuiation ta allow noane ai
Dr. Barnarda's prateges ta be a chiarge upon
inunicipalities or local institutions. Fiity-five
dollars ($55.ao) for liospital maintenance for a
boy who, aiter being cighit years lu tie country,
-%vas attacked by inflamimation ai the lungs
eighty dollars in paynmenL. ai a doctor's bill for
attendanice upon a boy wh'lo wvas serioîîsly in-
jiîred by being run over by a raller ; over tluirty

of thîirty dollars for board for a youîîg inan
nearlY 30 years ai age, wvbase eyesighit iailed
aiter ten years' steady, faithinl xvork ; tventy-
five dollars for board and six dollars for rail-
wvay fare for a lad af 2o, who ]lad been strickeîî
wvith a farta ai paralysis aiter lie liad been at
wark iu the country for six years, during whlich
timie lie biad niaintaiued anl unblemiislhed record
and had been in splendid hecaltihi and vigour
and rnany other simiilar items establishi cou-
clusively our contention that the country lias tio
grievance against us for adding ta its burdens.

Any boys wvlio have conmitted olfeîîces
against thie law have been promiptly taken
tunder aur charge; boys who weregiving trouble
hlave been received back ta the Home; boys
wvho wvere subjected ta wraug or injustice hlave
been protected; boys out ai eniîploymient hiave
lîad situations fonrd for themn We have cor-
rected aur delinquents; wve have nursed aur
sick; we ]lave buried aur dead ; in short wve ]lave
striven ta act Il lu loco parentis ' ta every boy
under aur charge, and no case ai need ar
trouble or in wvhich a boy lias doue wrong or
wroug lias been doue ta hlm, that lias been
reported ta us, lias been wittingly neglected.

With respect ta tlîe last ai Dr. 13arnardo's
principles, that any chîild wlia bas iailed en-
tirely, either plîysically, mentallv or rnorally,
shiah be returned ta England, ve- have availed
ourselves ai this safety-valve not unfrequenthy
during the past year. It lias indeed been su--
gested at home that we have been a little to
ready ta relieve ourselves lu this wvay ai aur
worst burdens, and, cansidering how terrible
a blot it is upon a boy's hife and prospects
ta be sent back lu disgrace, thiat we should have
slîown more leniency in saine cases, but we
have felt it better ta keep aur record clear, and
leave na grauîîd ta aur opponeuts upon wvinchî
they could attack us for not acting up ta aur
professions.

There are other imîportant Il items " that
might be ennumerated ta tile credit ai Dr.
Barnarda and his boys Ilin accaunt with' hie
Daminion ai Canada- the nunîber ai auir boys
wha during the past year have taken up land
or made important improvements and develop-
ments in land they already lîeld; the immense
amaunt af useful service rendered by aur boys
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on farmrs ail over the country, assistîng in pro-
duction and adding in the most direct way ta
the wealth af the country; the large sum's of
E nglish inoney expended in the maintenance
of the variaus institutions and in baarding the
youniger boys and girls iu farmi houselîolds; and,
lastly, the incalculable value ta tlhe country of
tlîis addition ta its rural population of a large
body af yoing people growing up in hiabits
of tlîriit, industry and uprighitness, and develap.
ing into sober, law-abiding inemibers of society.

As ta the ather side ao the accouint, wve
should ]lave ta eniploy very powerful nmental
maguifying glasses ta find aughit that Canada
lias agaiust Dr. Barnarda and bis wvorl<. True,
we have ]had failures, and there are a few boys
lu the country wlîa would be better out of it,
but this numiber is less than one per cent. af
the wvhole, and Il whiat are they amoug s0
iiauy ?" It is an insignificant percentage, and
yet, strange ta say, it is too often by this onie
per cent. tlîat wve are judged and condemned.
'l'le reason is r.ot far ta seek. It is the one per
cent. Nvhio figure in thle newspapers, wvho wander
about the country, wvha are caîitinually in evi-
dence; and so il is that one not uuirequently
hiears peaple reniark that ail tHe boys they have
persoually l<uown have been good and doue
wefl, but they believe Dr. Barnardo's boys are

a bad lot." \Ve are not a bad lot. 'Ne are

otiier folks froi filîe faults and failiugs ai
erring liumanity, but %ve cati look bacli upon
file record ai 1896 as showving that aur boys
have iii thîe mîain doue xvell for themiselves and
athiers, and that under God's gaad lîand Dr.
I3arîîardo s emnigration xvork lias proved itseli
More couclusively thian ever ta be ane af the
grandest outcamnes ai pluilantlîropic ent erprise,

anione afifile miost hiopeful and succcssfuil
solutious ai aur miost perplexing social prab.
lemns. Aîîd %ve appeal ta the people ai Canada
ta dcal with us justly, to judge uis and aur
merits by tfie record af tlîe great majority, nat
by tlie lusiguificant iniority, and ta recagrnize
the desire ai Dr. Baruarda and tliose associated
%vithi inii, ta carry on their wvork iu sucli a wvay
tlîat blis boys and girls îîîay hiave a fair start lu
lufe andl aul opportunity given them ai miakiug
honourable careers for tlieniselves in thîis.great
new country, wvithîaut prejudice or detriment ta
any class of its citizens.

It rernains only for us to wvisli for every one
af aur readers a very hîappy and enjoyable
Christnmas, and that thraug-hout the canîing
year they nîay [lave abundantly vouclîsaied ta
tlieni the blessing ai God that mnaketh ricli.
Looking back tipon the record af thte past wve
hlave indeed abundaîit cause ta say Il litherto
biath the Lard lîelped us," and at tlîe beginning
ai the new year wve wauld seek ta inspire aur
aovn liearts and the hîearts ai aur boys witlî
thie assurance that we and aur affairs are file
concerr i Hlmi wlî forsaketh flot nar iaileth.
Let us go iarwvard, therefore, with increasing
steadiness ai amni, and witlî renewed resolutian
ta do aur duty, ta shiun ail tlîat wvould degrade
or tarnishi our good nanie as individuals or as a
class ai tlîe comnîiiunîty ;ta have thîe fear ai
God before aur eyes; aud -ever ta hearken
readily lu every transaction ai daily lufe ta the
voice behind us sayiing, -''lhis is thîe way, walk
ye lu it."

1 cheerfully enclose ivith this a dollar in
payment ai the subscriptian I promised Dr.
J3arnarda ta send each year ta the support ai
the Home." Sa writes anc o air oId boys lu
a letter just received. To ail aur friends: ;I Go
and do thou likewise."
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sç RING at one of the bels of the new telephone fine

.Manager's bouse, the ltailway Station and Dr.
EWright's office, during the past month, catis the

writer ta attention, and he haa repeated ta 1dm by Mr.
Thom, the genial agent of the Manitoba and North
Western Railwav, a telegraph message front the Man-
aging Editor ai 'Ui's Ar4i) DOWvNS, instructing that copy
for the Janiiary number must go lorward by mail of the
i4 th-this in the late atternoon ai the i2th, and ta.
morrowv, Sunday ; pretty short notice, Mr. Vipond. wvith
no subject selected. Ah, the weather 1 -a subject always
in season, even when you are experienciug unseasonable
weather, as we were doing ici Manitoba through the
greater portion of the month ai November; however,
when we read ai cyclones ta the South. murderous
IlNorthers " in Texas, and devaatating flooda in Wis-
cousin and Ohio, we stop grumbling at the thermometers.
and express thanks that no loas ai lufe or property has
occurred in aur iavoured lacality ;that aur Manitoba
aud North Western Railxvay bas barely bast an hour
througli atarma, and that we still receive Uî's Nt) DowVNS
sharp on lime.

The great Lake Winnipeg basin thus appears ta, be a
iavoured region, and in tbîis connection it is worthy af
note that the late United States Consulat Winnipeg, Mr.
J. W. Taylor, than whom no better iniormed man on
Canadian North-West conditions ever put foot on therich
prairie soi] ai the West, expresses his ushaken belief
that this portion of tlîe continent owns no cyclone belt,
and 1 ami sure my readers will agree with mue that wve cani
do without the article as long as Divine Providence per-
mits.

Trhe great Lake Winniipeg basin : Do you young mien,
who will no doubt be sooner or later prospectiiîg either
for minerai lands in the gold districts ai Western Ontario,
thîe far.famed maunitains of B3ritish Columbia, or claiming
your undisputed righct in the productive soit af Manitoba
or some ai the western territories. know the baundaries
afibis wonderful basin and the treasurea it contains ? To
attempt ta describe ii great land af promise in the
pages ai lips Axi>) Dow'Ns would be absurd, but it will do
us na han ta reiresh aur memories a little by gaing gen.
eralby over the boundaries and testing aur capacity, s0 ta
speak, at talcing in great territorial space, for no man cani
live long in this couintry oi grand distances and remain
narrow-miuded or of couîracted vision, and as the taI
ented George R. Parkin wvrites in his interesting book.

IThe Great Dominion,' a uew and strange sense ai
vastuess grows; upon the mind as one travels day after
day cver the prairies, wviih the distant sky line as the
chief abject which fixes the eye. The impression is dii.
ferent front that praduced by wide space at ses, for the
imagination at once begins ta 1111 up these enormous areas
with homes and busy inhabitants. The territary lcnown
as the Lake Winnipeg basin cavera approximately twventy-
eiglht degrees ai longitude, that is the lake before men-
tioned receives wvater ironi the lakes and swamps. the
head waters ai the Savanne River, in longitude ninety
degrees in the est, (rom the glacier in Hawse ['ass in the
Raclty Mountains, in longitude one hundred and eighteen
degrees in the west, sud varies in elevation above the sea
irom about fifteen hundred feet ou the eastern boundary,
ta six thousand three hundred feet, tîte height oi the
iarthest wvestern tributary. Iu width the basin is some
len degrees ai latitude, and bas, flowing thraugh it and
into the present L.ake Winnipeg, sanie very remarkabte
rivera ; the great Saskatchewan cames tumbting dowvn
froni the west, bringing in its magnificeut flow the melted
snows ai mountain peaks one thousand miles awvay ; the
noble"I Winnipeg " aiter dashing aven dozens ai beau tiful
fahîs on its wvay froni the enchauting Lak<e ai the Woods,
slips peacefully inta the bay near the historic Elk Island

snd loses itseli in the bosom ai the turbulent iiîland ses.
Nor must 've iiorget the Red River ai the north as it

used always ta be called in distinction front ita namesake
running along tbe uorthern baundary oi Texas throrigh
Louisiana inta tlîe Mississippi, flowing ta the Mexican

Gulf. Tlîe Red River. rising ta latitude forty-five
degrees. ruila tlirough the centra ai a valley unsurpassed


