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properly constituted clinics a thoroughi knowledge of
one of the nîiost important branches of generali ûiedi-
Scine. Our asyluni systeni lias not proved adequate, for
can it bc macle so. The day of argument regarding
thîs lias gone by, the hierding of the act'te wvith chironic
is wvrong, tHe denîands for rescarcli are imperative, our
duty is plain and ve nmust keep in step wvith wvc.lc that
is being clone in other countries. Pe 'ople liave a naturai
repuignarice to send tlieir friends to any asyluin wliere
the strancied hulks of wvretcliecl liumanity forever
haunt tlîern w'itlî the possibilities of wvlat they may
corne to. XVe say tiiat the psycliological elernent is an
import-ant one iii treatmient, axîd vet ini the asyluni sys-
tein. it is thie one almost utterly clisregarded. VVe talk
glibly of wliat wve have doue for the insane of our
country at so mucli Per capita-the cheapest systeni on
earth-as if that were a thîing to boast of; much better
wvould it be to discuss the things wve have not clone> ýbut
mnust do, if we are to kceep pace wvith modern progress.
I arn not thie advocate of the specialist, but rather the
championi of the plîysician at large, and rny plea is for
general mîedicine rather thaxi for Psyclîîatry aloxie. Week
after week, wlien I go out iii consultation -.n cases of
recent development, and feel witlî the plîysician how
helpless hie is iii tue present situation, I realize more
and more the necessity for a niore active crusade on
the part of the profession at large for better facilities
Ïr, the treatment and care of acuite insanity.

Suicli patients as I mention cannot be properly
treated outside of an institution; the asylum is a hîideous
nightnîare both to friends and patients> and usually is
flot resorted to until the day of treatment is past. A
prominent mani said to nie recently: "Doctor, we hiave
heard much f romi you about modemn methods, modern
cures, continuous l)atis and so on, and yet the recovery
raee frorn inisanity is just wlîere it wvas years ago.>
Stich is the argument employed daily, and the layman
is quite iatisfied that lus contention is correct, his
figures say so, and -figures neyer lie. In that very


