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The withdrawal of the homcopathic members
from the Medical Couancil under the leadership of
Dr. Campbe!l in & matter on which we are free to
congratulate our readers as likely to be attended
with relief and advantage. The circumstances of
the withdrawal are such as to exhibit the homeo-
pathists in the light of & body of men swayed by
the personal feelings and wounded vanity of &
single man ; and if this action should result in
the entire break-up of the unnatural alliance that
has been enforced under the Medical Act of On-
taric, es threatened, it will further be a matter for

congratalation. We have termed the alliance
unnatural ; it has also cost the profession in On-
tario some degradation in the eyes of foreign
friends,—a feeling which we trust will soon be
removed. Harmonious co-operation with the
homaopathista baving proved a delusion and an
impossibility, it as well that the attempt at union
and co-operation should cease; and for the sake
of public opinion and influence it is also well that
the first step in this action should be taken by the
homeeopathists themselves, As for the regular
profession, its members must sirply view the at-
tempt at alliance as a justifisble experiment,
which, while it has come to an end in four years,
and has so demonstrated intringic elements of
failure, has yet served to bring out some import-
ant resalts. Xt has been shown that students
who have to prepare themselves in all the funda-
mental branches of medical science as thoroughly
for eclectic and homeopathic practice as regular
stadents, will not of themselves elect to be exam-
ined in homweopathic medicine. They prefer to
become * regulars” while they have the oppor-
tanity. Not a single ahxdenthaspmmtedhim—
self before the homeopathic examipers in four
years ; and this fact shows that under the system
of @ one portal, homwmopathy would soon be ex-
tinguished ix Canada. The alliance has demon-
strated this inequality ; and having demonstrated
it, it has perhaps done all that could be expected
from it. .

One patural effect of the hommopathic rupture
has been to attract more strongly to the afairs of
the Medical Council the attention of the public
Accordingly, the secular press of the Province has
been much mors oocapied in presenting medical
matters to general readers than otherwise would
bave been the caza It may bo noticed that the
Qlobe now advocates’ what s:ay.be called free-
trade in medicine, and recommends the discon-
tinuaios of protection by certificate. . The Globe

having alws7s dealt tenderly with the homeeopa-
thists, even now iz blinded by sympathy. There
is much in the tone of the Globe’s remarks that
is objectioneble, and which betrays great ignor-
ance on the part of the writer of the real position
of modern medicine ; bat in the suggestion of
free-trade in the practice of physic it will prob-
ably find an unexpected echo from many in the

This | profession, 'We know that there has been of late

years a current of opinion in medical ranks set-
ting in thuverydxrechon and though it is a
minority opinion, yet it has been more generally
looked forward to as the alternative of defective
legislation than is poesibly supposed. In such e
cage the efforts of educated practitioners would
be directed to means of protecting themselves by
estublishing Jocal and general medical societies,
very much in the manner that is followed in the
United States. They would depend upon a sys-
tema of censorship for keeping out unqualified
men; anud as for the rest, it wonld have to be
left, pretty much as the Globe wickes it to be
left, for the public to find out who are and who
are not qualified for the successful practice of
medicine. Our people, however, have been too
long familiarized with the system of legal qualifi-
cstion to lightly throw such & system, with its
manifest advantages, aside ; and under present
circamstances it is not likely that s demand for
ita abolition will proceed from medical men. It
could only be in the case of the Legisalature refus-
ing to legislate on the proposed Consolidated
Medical Act, or in the case of great political
grievance that any such demand would come
froem the profession.

Statistics compiled by the Registrar General of
Englaud show the following results with respect
to the' proportion of medical practitioners and
population. Taking the whole of England and
Wales, the proportion of qualified practitioners is
about 9 for every 10,000 of the population; but
in London the proportion is nearly 20, while in
‘Wales it is less than 6, and in Cheghire and Lan-
cashire less than 7. It may be beld that in the
settled parts of Canada a district must have a
lesst & thousand of population to constitute a
field for practice for one medical man. And this
is about the awersge propomon, though in the
cities the number of doctors is much exoceded,
while of course, iri the rear toynships snd poorer

settled districts, medical men axc varymoe,md
the proporhon in reversed. -

A London contemporasry very properly objects
to & misuse, by hospital governors, of contribu-]
tions given for the use of thesick. Itappears to
be & plan adopted by some of these institutions, to
xpendthepmterpartof.mnudonaﬁoninad-
vertising its veceipt in the “agony column™ of
the lading daily jowrnal. Our ‘contemporary
observes :—* Take, for enmple, last Monday's
psper. It may be to the bonourable
gentleman and lsdy who gave £1 to the fands of
the institution to know ikat just half that sum
hss beea expended in advertising the receipt of
the donation ; but it not unfrequently happens
thstthemrmved(ﬁumdonnhonbox,&c,)m

absolutely less than the cost of the advertisement.
Is in it any wonder, then, that wards still remain
nnopened.” There is no doubt a greai deal of
hospital mismanagement in London and else-’
where, but as a rale no class of institutions ara,
better managed.

Professor Struthers, in a letter recently pub-
lished, states that the total annual value of bur-.
saries in the University of Aberdeen is as fal-,
lows:— in Arts £3646 16s; in Divinity £650; in
Medicine £16; in other words, that the A ctsbur-
saries are in the proportion of two to three stu-
dents; the Divinity bursars are to studeute as'29~"
to 44; the medical bursaries are almost of no va-*
lne. Dr. Struthers arguea that soch a state of®
matters gives the Arts and Divinity stodents an
advantage over medical students. Nevertheless, *
he shows that while the Arxta classes have in'
point of numbers stood still, and the Divinity'
classes have rether decreased, the Medical classes:
have been steadily increasing. We venture the”
remcrk that a much similar condition of thingn
would on investigation be found to exist in the’
Universities of Canada. Nearly all these hold '
out great inducements to studenta in Artsin the ~
shape of bursaries and scholarships, and compara-
tively little inducement of the same kind to stu- *
denta in Medicins; indeed, in ons institation that
could be named the medical bursaries and prizes
are nik And yet an increasing preponderance of
the number of medical over students in other fac-
nlties at all these institutions is to be noted. There-
is no doubt something fascinating and sttractive .
in the study and practice of medicine which ao-.
counta for the ¢hoice of yourg men in thus select-
ing their profession. At all eveits it is apparent .
that teachers of medicine in colleges need not place -
any dependence on such artificial helpa to obtain
students as bursaries and prizes. The less any fao--
ulty depends upon such aid the better; and yet .
when we see sach a disparity in the rewards held -
out to students of medicine and consider the
growing cost of a medical education, we cannot,
bat think that dosiors to Univeriities might well -
hold in their memory the atruggles of the poorer -
class of medical students ‘and awnrd to them:
some share of their generous sssistance. The.
foundation of prizes in medicine wight also well
engage the thoughts of moneyed men desirous of -
sdvancing the cultivation of medical science and
of associaing their names with such a worthy ob~
ject of ambition and utility. :
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