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THE EXI'ER1IENTAL PRODUCTI'N OF ANTITOXIC SERA AND
THEIR VALUE IN THE TREATMENT 0F TUBERCULOSIS.

fly AItert G, Niclioill, M.A., M.1), ., %t, Msitnt Professor of PtrIyMeGili Uivcrity, And
As.4istantt Paitliologi4t to the Royal Victoria IIoqlilt!1, Montreai.

IN the follow'ing pages the writer lias attempted to give a brief account
So? some interestingr experimentsthat have occupied his attention for

some months past, and to discuss the present status of the tuberculosis
question, more especially in regard to certain therapeutie problemis
jnvolve.d.

No one in the present day wvil1 deny that, ont- of the most important
subjeets that, eau occupy the attention of scientiffc ininds is the discovery
of soiPe specifle curative agent for the treatrnent of tuberculosis. The
disease in question is almost universally admitted to be, the gYreatest
scourgrefirom which hurnanity is suffering. Tie discovery ofan autitoxie
serum for diptheria, and the brilliant resuits that have followed its use,
opened up a new chapter in the story of rational therapeutics, and we
fancied ourselves on the verge of the most, startlingr ndvances. Yet, in
spite of the continued investigation.% of somne of the ablest of our
experimentalists, the brightness of this first promise hias not been
realized, and we have to confes-, to a certain degree of disappointrnent in
the resui1ts hitherto achieved. The problem is by no means so simple as,
at llrst sight, it appears, and the numerous attemopts at its solution on
the lines of Behring and Roux's classie researches have to a large extent
proved to be failures. We may be prepared, to some, extent, to under-
stand this if we consider in wvhat way tuberculosis differs from the majority
o? inective diseases. Tuberculosis is not a self-lim.ýted disease nor does
it, so for as we know, kill by septicaemia It belongs to the same group
of affections as îsyphilis, leprosy, and actinornycosis , in which the
characteristie lesion is the inflammatory granulurna. We have, there-
fore. on the one hand effeets referable to, circulating toxi ns, and, on the
other, local destructive or constructive lesions, whviceh lead to, grave
disturbance of the organ involved, with possibly certain remote inechan-
ical effects. lb will readily be, understood that this condition of things
is quite different from that which obtains in, say, diphthe-çia, where we
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