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EXPERIENCIiS IN TH-E TREATMNENT 0F PELVIC l)ISIiASES
IN THE FENMALE INSANE.*
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(j ENTILEMEN,-I have selected tie si:bject of the treatment of pelvic
disease in the female inisane as one thiat will be of great interest

to ail whio are cngaged in the gencral practice of medicine. 1 have
nothing, new to brin;- before you. I simply wishi to lay before you the
resuits of personal experience in this work, as I believe thle function of
zi iniedical society is that of siftingr the evidence given by individual
practitioners, passing judgînment upon it, rejecting, whiat is useless, and
retaining thiat which appeals to thern as satisfactory. My first attempt in
this direction wvas some five ycars agro. A married lady, aged 35, a former
patient, had been committed totheasyluiu forthe insane during mny absence
in Europe. 1 received permission from lier hiusband to examine lier. At
that time shie had been in the asyluin twvo years and eigrht m-onths, anid
was considcred one of the wvorst cases of acute mania in the Institution
-was frequently so unmanageable that she hiad to be placed under
restraint. She wvas niot allowed to wvear bier artificial teeth foi' two years
on account of lier biting everything shie camie in contact 'vith. She wvas
considered a hopeless case of mania. The medical .-uperintendent con-
sidered hier case hopeless. With the co-operotion of that gentleman and
a local plîvsician. I exainined tic patient undler chloroformn, and found
the righit ligament was thickened, the left ovary prolapsed and enllarged,
uterus immovaUle, and the perineumn partly ruptured. XUpon tlîis find-
ing I recommended operative treatnîent. She was reinoved to a private
bouse, and placed under the care of two trained nurses. Af Ler dilatation
and curetting, I found the riglif. ovary enlarged and cystic, withi tubai
adhiesions; the left ovary adiierent in thc culdesac. The appendages
wcre reinovitd. The operation wvaq brief, practically bloodless. The
stitches were removed on the twelf th day. The mental condition re-
miained unchanged for, some days. She continually endeavored to sit up
iii bcd, to tear the bed-clothes, to bite and scratch the nurses. I was
obliged to tie lier bands on eithier side to the bcd, and place a heavy
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