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derived from the administrations of the doctor, -on
the contrary, I am sure there is no one so badly
- qualified by nature and education to practice, who
doss not sometimes, perbaps often, afford relief to his
patients; atthe same time I cannot repress the con-
viction that in many cases the dootor who has
" successfully treated one cage, will with his next
 patient, by the inju.licious use of drugs, or-by inter-
ference of some kind, arrest, or retard the work of
Nature. Do not misunderstand me. I am not here
to condemu the profession, but to point out what
appears to me to be defests, in order that they may
be removed. . It is a noble and iaspiriting thought
that one, has saved hfe allayed pain, and abbrevuted
dlstress, and I would that this feeling should not be
marred by the thought that, perhaps, if such and
and such a thing had not been done, the patient
would have suffered less, or have recovered, whereas,
he died. Such unhappy reflections will now and
then obtrude themselves in our every-day practice
unless the practitioner is avimated by "a sublime
egotism. However, we are not called upon un-
necessarily to write bitter things of ourSelves ; at the
same time it i8 unquestionably our duty to be as
certain as we oan that we are not running counter
to nature in our course of treatment, Mistakes
will, no doubt, occur even with the most efficient
" and conscientious; but with the constant acquisi-
- tion of knowledge in relation to our profession, there
" ought to be commensurate improvement in the
treatment of cases, and advantage to the sick. That
vory much has been gained in the direction I am
-advocating there can be no doubt ; but I urge the
plea thet Natare should be trusted more than she
+ is. It was one of the first thinge Ilearned from my
first teacher that,  meddlesome midwifery is bad.”
‘Experience has fully established the truthfulness of
the statement. But I am just as well convinced
that meddlesome surgery is bad, and meddlesome
medicine is bad.  What is it that has given success
so. frequently to the Homoeopathic physician, who
faithfully treated his patients with infinitesimal
" doses? Was it not due to the fact that Nature was
"left untrammelled to work her cure, sustained at the
same time, by faith éperating through the mind upon
the nervous system ?° T have now and again had
patients Who havmg failed"to improve under the use
. of drugs; at once began to ménd when dlscontmued
~and:I” have had medical’ fnends make the same state-
.. ment,’ :-While* I'wmte fhere come to us from Eng-

.:fjland the 'nf‘or ation” ﬂmt 2 relmous sect, known

eople,” and who do_not believe

at all in medical treatment, have opened su hosp'italx
for the sick, into which the disciples of Esculapius
shall never enter. Now, I. shall not.be surprised to .
learn that the mortality and duration. of disease-at
this institution are no greater than in. the best ap-
pointed hospitals of Liondon.  And there is no doubt
these peculiar people, who, althouzh zealously re-
ligous, do not seam to be fools, have, by observation, .
convinced themselves that their prayers. accomplish .
as much as is done by the regularly qualified medical-
man. From the position I assume the fallacy. con--
tained in Professor Tyndall's proposition to test the:
effieacy of prayer in lxe;xling the sick is at once-
apparent. - . .
The well-known Dr Todd in speang of & _uarym-
pelas divided oases into three classes;: .one -class:
consists of those who will get well without treatment,”
perhaps I. may add, in spite of bad treatment:;
another class will die, notwithstanding the ‘most-

, | jndicious treatment ; the third-class, whieh may not-

be large, is composed of those who will live or die,
according as the treatment is proper or impro;‘mr.w
So then, so far as the effects of treatment wpon life :
goes, we may take it for .granted that the cases are

cowparatively few where the balance is turned, one

way or the other, by any treatment. But the im-

portant fact remsins that the medical man's duty is

not limited to treating extreme cases. It is an ims

portant part of his function to sllay suffering and

prolong life ; therefore, it is incumbent upon him to

possess that knowledge of nature’s laws, which we

find exhibited in man’s physical aystem,—that he

may be fully equipped for the path he has to

tread.

The knowledge requisite is not only to enable him
to do what is necessary, but to avoid that which is
unnecessary. ‘The medical man is almost daily
tempted to do something when he knows that noth-
ing is really required. In fact, it is often necessary
to do something to satisfy the patient or his friends.
The do-nothing course is rarely satisfactory to the
world, with its present limited education respeeting
the laws which govern life and disease. Ard it is-
not unfrequently a question of some importance to
the medical man ¢ how not to do it.” -The adminis-
tration of bread pills and tinctured water is one.of
the clumsy ways of solving the question. But, apart
from this morbid desire on the part of- the. public,
and the expectations that medicine will be given,.
does not the doctor-sometimes magnify his office by-

| unnecessary sorvice 7. The .result is not only :that

prescriptions. are -written . :generally.in.a style-of



