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best answers to objections to it, and the knowledge of them one of
the best means of strengthening and extending its operations.

It has been objected that comparatively few read the statistical
tables when prepased and published. ‘This is true; but 1t is also
true that they are examined and discussed n each locality to which
they refer, and it is the judgment of the comparatively few who
take the pains to exanune them that determines the oprnion of the
public in regard to the system itself. This is equally true of sta-
tistics on all subjects. ~They furnish the materials for careful
legislators and public writers, intelligent municipal couneillors and
thoughtfu!l individuals m every uneighbourhood to form their judg-
ment and direct their conduct in regard to the value and working
of a]ny system established in the country and supported by the
public.”?

The fzllowing isa summary of the financial statement contained
in the report.

¢ 1. The amount apportioned and paid by this Department from
the Legislative Grant for salaries of teachers in 1862 was $159,120,
being an increase of $2,088 as compared with the preceding year.

2. The amount apportioned and paid for the purchase of maps.
apparatus, prizes, and libraries, upen the condition of an equal sum
being provided from local sources, $8,550 ; decrease, $294.

3. The law requires thar cach municipality, as a condition of
receiving the Legislative Grant, shall provide by local assessmenta
sum at feast equal to that received : but each can {)rovidc as large
an additional sum as it shall judge expedicnt for the education of
the youth of its jurisdiction, The amount provided by municipal
assessment was $274,471, being a decrease of $3,613, though
$115,351 in excess of the Legislative Grant.

4. As the elected counesl in the municipality, so the trustees in
the school section have authority to provide means for the support
of their school or schiools, by assessment, and also by fees on pupils,
unless the rate-payers in public meeting decide in favour of a free
school. The amount of rates levied by the trustees, in addition 1o
the $274,471 provided by the muvnicipal couacils, was $620,268,
VLeing an increase of $32,920.

5. Rate-bills are imposed on pupils where the schools are not
free ; so that the rate-bills decrease as the free schools increase,
and vice versd; and the rate-payers at each annual school section
meeting determine whether their schools shali be free during the
vear. The amount of rate-bills on pupils levied and collected
during the year was $73,850 ; decrease, $9,022.

6. The amount received from the Clergy Reserve Fund and
other sources was $112,524 : decrease, 17,851,

7. The amount available in 1862 from balances of 1861 was
$147,036 ; increase, $10,566.

8. The total receipts for Common School purposes in Upper
Canada for 1862 were $1,396,123 ; increase, $14,843.

Ezxpenditures.

1. For the salarics of teachers, $959,776 ; increase, $41,663.

2. For maps, apparatus, prizes, and libraries $22,316 ; increase,
$1,511.

3. For school sites and building of schoo! houses, $114,719; in-
crease, $1,354. .

4.918«‘or rents and repairs of school houses, $37,960; increase,
$1,438. .

5. For school books, stationery, fucl, and other expenses,
$97,219; decrease, $5,452.

6. Total expenditure forall Common School purposes, $1,231,993 5
increase, $40,575.

7. Balances unexpended at the end of the year, $164,130; de-
crease, $35,731.2

The stalistics of the school population are highly interesting. It
will be found that most of the figures nearly double those for
Lower Canada, notwithsianding the very great increase which
has taken place of Jate vears in this section of the Province. It
must be observed, however, that this great difference is due ina
measure to the fact that children in Upper Canada autend school
for a longer period of ume. If it were possible 1o obtain the aggre-
gate number of pupils who have passcd 1hrough the schools ina
given period in cach section of the Province, say duting ten years,
the difference would not be so great.

The scheol population, that is to say, the number of children of
age for admission to the Common Schools (viz., between 5 and 16)
was 403,302, being an fucrease on_the preceding year of 15,332,
The whole number of pupils attending school was 343,733 (of all
ages), increase, 13,815, The number of chiidren of school sge not
attending any school hiad degreased 5,457, but it was still 42,314,

This is a distressing fact, says the Superintendent; it has, how-
ever, to be compared with the state of things in other countries. In
this, as in all other matters, bave ﬁguws do not show the whole case.
The real figure, if it could be obtained, would be that of the number
of cluldren of 16 who have never auended school.  There is also
a very great difference between absenteeism in esties and towns,
and that in country panshes. The children who do not attend
school in the counnuiy places are in great part employed by their
parents as helps in the field or in the grange ; they are in fact at
a school of agriculture, learning practically that wlich it is neces-
sary they should kuow to earn their daily bread; and many of
them, if not in actual attendance, have attended or will attend suffi-
crently to learn reading and writing ; while- in cities and towns,
most of the truants are about the streets, learning nothing but
idleness and vice.

(1 be concluded in our neat.)

Extracts fromn the Reports of Inspectors of
Schools, for 1859 ana 1860,

Extracts from Mr. Carox’s Reports.

In this district of inspection, comprising the counties of Napier-
ville, St. Johus and Iberville, the principal obstacles to the progress
of the schools are thes noticed m Mr. Caran’s first report: 1. The
attendance was not regular, especially on the part of the boys, who
were often kept at home to assist in fanming operations. 2. Ne-
alect of the parents to give the pumls the necessary school arti-
cles, such as paper, slates, &c. 3. Neglect of the commussionerss to
furnish the teachers with the necessary matenals, such as maps,
blackboards, &c. 4. The waunt of uniformity 1n scheol books.

When this iuspector was appomnted i March 1860, the district
was divided into 29 mumerpatiies, maimanung 3 academies, and §
model and 117 elementary schools, of which 32 were conducted by
male teachers and 83 by females. The pupils in attendance num-
bered 7,20 0; of these 6089 were Catholes and 1111 Protestants.
We are assured that a great number of these schools were main-
tained on a good footing and thata large proportion of the com-
missioners and trustees appeared to be anxious to forward the in-
terests of education.

In his second report Mr. Caron defends the system of prizes,
combating the idea that it is caleunlated to excite a foolish ambition
and vanity among the few while it discourages and displeases the
many. A considerable number of schools were still left unprovided
with the appliances necessary in teaching geography, but the pu-
pils were generally betier provided with books, paper, &ec. than
they were the previoas year.

The schools of this district were now, with but few exceptions,
placed on a good footing, and in some cases excellent results had
been obtained. At the close of the year (1860) there were 6 aca-
demies, 10 model and 113 elementary scliools~101al 129, with 54
male and SS female teachers. The attendance was as follows:
academies 450, model schools 638, elementary schools 6217. Total
uumber of pupils 7293, showing an increase for the] half-year of

—

Extracts from Inspector Groxpin’s Reports.

The schaols of this district of inspection, which includes the
counties of Laprairie, Chateauzuay and Beauharnois, were found
by the Inspector in 2 more advanced state than he had anticipated,
although it would appear that much still remained to be done to
put them in an enurely satisfactory condition. Al the tcachers
lnad diplomas, yet Mr. Groudin says he was sorry to sce that seve-
rzl of the female teachers, though provided with cenificates from
the Boards of Examiners, had neither the aptitude nor sufficient
learning to teach successfully.

We are told that during his first visit the Tnepector remarked
that the schoolhouses were largze cnough, although the greater
aumber appeared to be impropetly laid out and inadeguately sup-
plied with slesks, black-boards and other school furnituie. Gardens
or even play-grounds for the recreation of the pupils were not fre-
quently met with. The teachers pursued the crdinary methods of
instroction, yet some had their own peculiar way of teaching,
which, the Inspector rearets to say, did not always deserve the name
of method. If the confused diversity in the text-books called for
the controlling action of the Council of Public Instruction, the want
of uniformity in tho sysicms of teaching needed no less the influ-



