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tible, upon a more thorough and penetrating inguiry is found worthy of
recognition and honour,

The great, according to its weight and ruling influence, always remains
great, hut that which strikes our ¢ye in the great and appears of weight,
—that would not exsty if there were not around, below, and above it
another world of things which our eyes see not.

AGRICULT

URIE.

(From the Lower Cuanada armer’s Journal.)

On the Vitality of Grasy Sced.

The question is often asked, and many times by those who are
estecred the wisest and best of fanmers—<¢ Is grass seed and clo-
ver seed, which is more than oue, two, or three years old, just as
good as seed only one year old 72

By many it is believed that there is really no diffetence in seed,

whether it 15 one or four yews old 3 and it wonld seem that when .

roper care is exeicised in securing such gend, not sutlering it to
e mjured by storms, nor to heat in the mow before it is cleaned
from the chall) it would be good seed, and vegetate well even when
it is a few years old.  We have always thought, until recently, that

old seed was as_good as new, and have muny tunes sown clover |

and timothy seed which was more than a year old, but have noticed
almost inviuiably, that such sced did not seem to ¢ take” well ;
aud, uot thinking that the seed was not good, we have attributed
such fuilure to the unfuvorable condition of the soil—that it was
covered too deep, or not covered at all with emth,  But I have
always had good suecess in sceding land, in both fall and winter,
when I have nsed fiesh seed. I have obseived many times that
those farmers who contend that old seed ig just as good as new,
and who are in the habit of sowing old seed, frequently complain
that their grss seed does not seem to take well.

As every farmer shoald, of possible, raise his own giass seed, we |

have been weeustomed every year to select some of the best por-
tions of our meadow and et at ripen for seed.  In 1849 we saved
about two acies of timothy grass; and as it yiclded sevewal bushels
more than we wanted 1050w it vue season, 1t was hept in banels
in the ranary,  The seed sown i 1830 took well.  In 1851 we
sowed about ‘one bushel of the sie kind of seed, and were much
surprised to find that but a small port on of the seed ever came up.
Not having oceasion to use the remainder of the seed, it was kept
until the spring of 1835, when we sowed about two bushels of 1,
and none of it grew. ‘The ciuse of failure was thought to be the
universal dryness of the soil.

In the sping of 1856 fiom oie to two bushels more were sown,
but none of it vegetated ; and in September Jast about two bushels
more were sown after wheat on summer fallow, where the soil was
very mellow and moist, and as favorable as a soil could be for seed
of any kind, and not one single spire can be found which has sprang
from the seed sown ot that time.

In a few instances, in years gone by, we have sown tumip seed
which was from two to thrvee years old; and from such seed we
never obtained many tumips; while from new seed they were
almost always apt to stand too thick.

In the spring of 1853, we used carrot seed which was three years
old, and not one seed in one hundred vegetated.  In the spring of
18535, we used earrot seed two years old 5 and in some rows of one
hundred feet longe, there would be but six, cight or ten carrots § and
not one-tenth pait of the seed in all the rows, ever cameup, In
the spring of 1853 I sowed 2 l);lpcr of cmrot seed, which we have
goald reason to believe was old seed 5 and the vesult was, we did
not raise one single carrot,

What the experience of others may be on this subject, I am not
able (o say; but what T have penned [ know to be veritable truth 3
and, furthermore, 1 know that the canse of fiilure was in the seed,
and not in the unfavorableness of the soil.  And if such shoukl be
the result with old seed on my farm, may we not safely conclude
that when a failare has been attributed to'a poor and barren soil in
many wstances, the fuult was in the seed 2 We know that grass seed
is kept on hand mauy times by proprictors of agricultural seed
stores, until it 1s several years old ; and it is no wicommon thing
for country merchants 1o Kewp clover and timothy seed from year to
year, and sell such for fresh sced 3 and if my seed should fose its
vitality in so short a penod of time, it would seem 1o be the dictate
of sound wisdom for every farmer 10 raise his own seed from year
10 year ; or sow none except that which is known to be the product
of the previous season.

A Curious Question.

It is a singular illustration of the inexactuess of agricultmal know-
ledge, that the question iow many sceds there are in the pound of
our” commonly cultivated field piants, shoukl still remain to_be
answered. It is plain that the answer will not neeesswily atfect
fanm practice—for the quantity of seed which it is proper to sow per
acie, 18 2 matter to be determined by experience, ot by argument
apait from trial 5 and yet surely it is most desirable to compare the
number of the seeds we ordinarily sow with that of the pfants we
riise. I in ordinary practice, 1,200,000 sceds of wheat are sown
on every 40,000 superdicial feet, or what is more extrandinary,
fifteen to cighteen million seeds of flax are seattered on the same
extent, about thiee to every inch of land, it is surely well to let the
farmer know it.  He knows very well he does not raise so mary
plauts as this—and struck, as he must be, by the enormous dispru-
portion between the means he uses and the vesult he gets, he will
mquite iuto its causes,

‘The tumip seed employed per acre, numbers fiom 600,000 to
L,00,600, accarding to the kind aud quantity .'(du{)tcd,' this, if the
rows ate two feet apait, is two or three dozen seeds per fout of 10w,
wheie a single plant alone is to be grown.  No doubt nothing like
| s0 many generally come up, but thien there is a meat destiuction

by the hoe, which will explain much of the diserepancy in this case.
! What, however, becomes of the 18,000,000 seeds of flax which are
'C()Illlllolll}‘—uf the 6,000,000 seeds of oats which are sometimes
sown per acre ? ‘There isno destruetion by the hoe in either instance
Chetes - A single ear of oats may  contain 100 gmains—a single plant
, will genawally include ha' tdozen ears, but if 6,000,000 plants
should yield as much as this implies, they would produce 100 Joads
(of main, Instead of 600 seeds a piece, they yiekl but half a dozen
cach to produce an ordinary crop of vats, It 3s plain that tive-sixths
y of the sced, or of the plants that they poduee, are killed in the cul-
tivation of the erop; and the propurtion is vastly greater than this
in the case of other plams. What is the ordinuy secding of the
clover erop? Eight pounds of rved clover, four of white clover, and
| four of tietoil may be sown—that is at Jeast 6,000,000 seeds per
acre—a seed on every inch of land—but instead of 144 are thete
i%m’n;};ull) ha.f a dozen piants on every square foot of the clover
ield ?
' There are about 25,000 seeds of sainfoin in a pound of « rough?
cseed, as itis called, and it weighs some 20 fh. per bushel ; four
- bushels in an ordinary seeding, and they contain 2,000,000 seeds,
(or 50 per squane foot of land. This is the number, tov, of seeds in
;an ordmry seeding of vetches. It is manifest that in buth these
cases there is an enonnous destruetiun either of yonng plants or
seed 5 aud these are the two gieat divisions under which the canses
of thix anomaly wmust be classed : faults of seed and sowing, and
faalts of cultivation.  We are enabled, by the assistance of Messrs.
Rendie, of Plymouth, to lay before them the following answers to
the question—how many seeds to the pound 2

No. of Seeds.

No. of 1bs,

Name. per b, per bush,
L 1T P 10,500 08 to G4
Barley, oot it 15,400 48 tU 56
gu:,. 20,000 38 to 42
N 0111 I TR O
Caniry griis i eieeieeerecisnetiocniessrosasnases 54’,0()0
Buekwheat .oeiuiiioiiiiiiiiisiiiiieiiiecnaes 25,000 48 to 56
Tarnip (Rendle’s Swede),ovveiiiieiiiineiieeiees 135000 30 to 56
4 (Cornish HoldIast),. o evuvevinnn.vnnenna.. 239,000 i
oo (Orange Jelly), coioieiiiiiiiiiiiiinie s 233,000 u
Cabbage (Scotch Drumbead), coveuviiiiaeiavnen.. 128,000 56
£ (Drumbead 8a¥0¥ ), cviieviiiiiiensaes 115,000 50 to 56
FClover (Red), .oeeinieiidiiiinieniienonnnnnenan. 249,600 ]
B (WHILE), s v v veinenrnneesnnsenncnaenens GEGAD0 39 to G2
Rye grass (Perenmial), cooeiiiiiiiniieeienenaness 314,000 20 to 28
BT ANy e e veeaenenrnnanenaensaeenne, 372000 13 to 18
Sweet Vernal Grass, ceveveiaieieiiiiiiieiaaeass 23,2000 8
—Idem.

Rural Architectarve.

In a progressive and enlightened age hike this, it is sumewhat
astonishing that so litle effort has been made to improve and beau-
ify the homes of the rural population.

The associations connected with childlood have an importaut
bearing on the conduct of the man, and the recoliections of youth
from the most agreable pictures that are impressed on the tables of
memory.

‘The scenes of our childhood, the hopes of our youth, and the
j dopiratioas of our manhood come crowding to the mere mention of
home. In iufaucy, cousciousness first dawns upon the beauty of




