
FOR LOWER CANADA.

upon femnala toachers, ini a great meastire, ta givo tile iniiiatary
instruîctionî ini tis braiicl,-a branch sa variously, and, iii maay
instances, so badly tatiglit. Thie partîcular points ta which flic early
teacher ici titis branch must give special attention, are nîainly theso:
ta nid Ille pupil in gaîniag a clear perce ption ai the fori ai flte
tetters taIo Made ta train the muscles aof file liamat and arn, tlîat
the execatiori ai theur inavemnts slîall prodace a cliaracter strictly
in accardlance with thue perceptioni ofl is faim; a kiiowledgu ofaile
elemeats af lettora aad thir e.ombinatioii ; and the correction and

a ev io)f bad habits ini the positionl and movemehît of fle

fi is tothe scond ai iiese partictîlars iliat we wishi ta caîl atten-
tion in iluis article-the trainiing af te muscles. It sîold flot be
înierred, hawever, that wve pass over tlle first, and negileci ta niolce
file ailier îwo, on accaunt ai tlîeir trivial or minar importance. Far
fromn it. But ive propose ta dIo one tlîiag only ai a time, andi %ve
select this because we thiak it seldoni receîvea tile attention il
deservus ; antd by many teachers, es pecially thase wvho have iheni-
selves been badly taught, il is scarcoy uaderstood ai aIl.

Negleci ai an early auit proper training ai the muscles ai flic
fiagers, baud, and arn, ivill invariably resaIt in giviag the papil
a stiff, alwkvard, and untesirable liandwriiing, andonu fic executlaa
ai %vliich. is aiways irksome and unsatisiactary la the wrnier. Il is
eqaly true that sucli a style may ho corrected anîd improvett ini
proportion ta the cuitivaîlon af propen habits and mavemeats of the
muscles.

The firsi stops, the eiomnentary pracessos, whieh are soi univer-
saiiy and sa, justiy ackaowviedgecd ta be the mosi important in ait
branches, are particulariv and empliaiically sa unt peanaiship ; and
mosi ai aIl ini the matnal part af tlie exercice-the edacatian ai the
band. This is trac by'virtue ai a physicai iawv ai the muscular
systemn. It is vasiiy casier to, train the muscles correctly titan
uîîcorirectly', because a cari cet mavement, suaIt a movement as is
requiref or good penmanship, is a free, uasy, and uiatural one, andi
anc readiiy acquircd, for the roason that the mciscleb arc by nature
adapteti ta just such a mavement. Strickly .5peaking, ut is simply
deveinping the. naturat powets ai the muscles ;and dovelopincat
alîvays gives increasei sîreigth. ta those pawers, atid additianal
faciiy Par varied and difficaît inotemeuits. But a rigid, crampedt,
aad] spasmodie movement is always excuteti with more or less
difBictity, for the reason that Ille muscles are mot adapted Ia sucli
a movemnent ; and if' the habit is acquirefi, it wilI always be dorme
ai the expense ai a very' irksarne effort. Another important fact ta
bc borne ini mmnd lucre is, ihat in )-outil, whIile the muscles arcpliat,
cushiouued in fat, and abundaaîiy sapplicd wvth nervaus stimulus
and nutnitiaus biood, their maveinenits are executeti easily and
rapidly. Not thai ttîey can, without instrucion, purforin difficuit
and artistic mnoverments %vitl the pencil or poiu, but îlîey cati easily
be trained, and thocir niavements wiîll scion become a matter ai habit.
Later ili é1 the muscles are flot so tractable. Ev'on good habits
cannai bc sa, easily acquired, and bad ailes are correcied anly iui
greai difficaty-so great, indeeti, that, un a majority ai cases, tbey
are nai carrecîed ai ail. You may train the youug sapling anduthie
tender vine-raat ; but the êtardy trec yiehcis aîuly svhen broken,
and the inlt-"rown.vine lîoids evei te giitit oak in ils strang in-
braces. Herewxiiibu seen lieproprieîyoaiheg-iniaig ta write at amil
early age, Nivhet %ve cati aval ourselves afiIbis superîoriîy ai )-ouil-
fui muscle. The v'.tst importance ai correct instruction ai ibis tîme
wvill also bo seen, tat there shail bo in alier lîfe no necessity for
uniearning or correctiag, bad ltaiits-a wvork, as tve have saiti
above, ofiea greai difficolty.

ln ibis malter ai training the hand there is nced or more specific
instruction than leachers oh' %vritinoe in oar common schools usually
furnish. The directions frequentÎy givon are sonuething- like lte
ioilowing: ciKeep the %vrist and forearn frec and move easily andi
freely acrass the paper. I ai cases falloir the capy exacily."7
Naw how are tuie uitie chubby hantis, unuscîl as yeît ta art with.
precîsion, and wvhoIly undisciplinefi, ta execaite thuise inovemrents
which reqaire the îrained hand ai an expert, ponltaps ai an artist ?
Sncli a requirement us siînply absurd. - Be caredaI,» says; the
teacher, "lho carefai ; make no stray Marks, and don't Wvrite fast."
The wvbole spirit afibis injonction la the pupil, aith o1 utset, us cal-
culated tai discoura-e him, and ta destifi'en lte knuckiles."- Wlhat is
a stray mark. in ttc firsi attemps ni writin- ? Any sligblt departure
froin.the cap May, wve suppose, heo acansidered, if close imitation
is the firstthung insisîed upout anti expected. But imitation is lo be
aitainief oniy ftler the papi! bas by instruction and practice became
capable ai it. A persan may labnitum imitate a pattera wît'liut
knawing much ofithe powers afube hand, file use of the pen, or the
beat -way ai doing it ; and we have sameétimes knawn pupils wbo
wauld imitate a copy wben we tvere- iure tluey hadl learned but

litile oe noîhing of the art of writing. Azaiiî, must the pupil neces-
8arily %vrite slow ? blay flot the moveoments of thic pen be, campa-
.-itîvely speaking, rapîd anid quîck ? Are slow movements a' ways
enijoineti in the nîechatitc arts, and in instrumental musie ?

Th'îe liand, if* properly traitaud, is capable of exechiting rapid movo-
muais, even at ai early staîze afi us education. If' titera is, before-
liand, a clear conception af the letter, and theu muscles arc obodient
to the will, the letter may bu formed rapi:ill anid accurately. if
with. ant indefittite purpose, or scarcely no purpose ai ail, the peu is
placed uipon the paper, and aiter ils inovement is cammenced a
pause is made, ta cast the eye to flic copy to study ils foimt andi
pattert, and theiî the peu us again started, bliadly, as it wvere, or
by way ai expurinient, ai course ail is movemenîs wili be slow and
uriceitaîn, especîaliy in their resaîts. l'lai rapidity in writing is
desirabta, nane will deny. Those %vit are called upon ta compose
frequnitly and rallidly, andi witht a styleao ai andwriting slow and
diflicult of executian, kaow w~lîat a hindranco a aloiv-moving and
acthîng uandis Io la ie cuiront ai thougbt. Many ci Our h-applest.
spontaiîcaus thouglit. must bu recordcd at fic instanît they manifesi
Ilieimselves, or tlle train af ideas tlîey wonild suggest is lost forever.
A ineclanical power in theu haad oquai ta titis carrent of ideas is
aiîsaiutely aeesary for profitable comnposition.

Rapidîîy af exucution, therefore, in penmanship is, alter ible iy
Ille inasit important abject ta bc securecl. TIlat ut is attinabla is na
marc tlian every proiessionai or amateur teaclier of pentmanship
maintaitîs, arid proves, if lie is a skilful and successiai insiructor.

The aid practice af gtviag pupils straigtiunes far the first copy
is, Nve are luapy ta say, nearly absolete. To draw such a fine is
a feat that an artîi docs nat felicitate Iiimselt' upon until lits expe-
noence lias been cansîderable. To dratv it for the salie af practîce,
merely, is poor policy indeed; for it needs considerable jadgmeît ta
begii with, axîd requires but littla varioty af nuovement ini Ih mus-
cles. Comnienciug wvitl a copy-book that mnust bu preservcd. andc
every chdracter af tvhich must be 69showvn ta the committue and
vieitars," is, .ve think, equally objectionabie. Whlat, theri, it May
be a..ked, shaîl be thue first ex"-rcîse ? We will answer that question.

Place .t slieet ai paper belore the pupil, anîd iul a pen oxecute a
few plaain moveitis, sucli a,3 ]iett@n, parts ai letters, or simple
eflourishies."1 Do ibis ini the presence af* the pupîl, and niai ai home

in yOur Owa room, rior in the schoal-roomn aiter sc.hooi it dismissed,
wliere copies are usuaiiy e6 szt.I Let it ho seun haw you do it.
Theuî rumjuire the pupîl rcpcatcdly ta (la file samne, or someihing
similar-iot necessariIy tUe saine, luawever. Be very spariag af
criticisi, and lut oneoabject simnply bu buiore the mid, namely :
ta indc the pupil ta ose the pen freosy anud wîthout restraint. If
bu is inclinied ta make ailler eliaraclers than lte copy, or ta malte
-flouritilles Il ad libitumi, it us equally wull. Not tîtat a liand-

wvritingý, abaanding i flourashes is desirable. It is uuai. Bat the firsi
mnovemeiîts af fic pen will have very uitile ta do wuth lthe style of
the handwrititîg yet ta bu formed.

This exercîse is ta be considered as a inuscular discipline. Insist
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