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The first sections of' thiB Act confère an the Minister ol
Public Instruction certain powcrs concerning thec encouragemeni
aof Science, Letters, and Art.

Aithougli, in the actual sùtt of thre finances of' the Province,
this provision may not produce immediate important result8
ncvcrtheless, it will prepare the way for measurca wvhich wili
plaec our country on a better fuuting rcgarding intcrcsts that
more pressing wants bave causcd to bc left, perhnps, too exclu-
sively ta individual action.

It is welli known how much the Minister iff Publie Instruction
lis, at hcart, the progrcss of Letters and Art, and wc are certain
that 4-f ho bc only sccoaded in this, by public opinion as the
Goverument lias been in ail that concerns Agriculture ana Colo-
niza." -n, ire shall soau derive great advantnges "rani the new
organization of' this Departinent.

The second Act, to which ive cail thec attention of aur readers,
provides for the augmentation of the resources of flhc Sehool
Commissioners Catholic and Protestant aof the tira large citias
of Montreal and Quebec. 1v authorises the M~unicipal Coun..il
of these tiro cities ta levy a special tax, sbould they not ba able
to economîse a sufficient sum. from their other expenses; lut
tliey must, in ail cases, furnish the sum, noir required of' them.

We are glad to learu that this measure wM enable the Catholie
School Commissioners of Montreal ta, realize a projeer they have
lad in vicir for saine turne, namely, the establishiment, on a large
seale, of thc Commercial Aeademy diretcdby Mr. Arcliambault,
ana ta bud for this institution, an edifice aof wihl thc plans
were recently submitted ta, the Minister of Publie Instruction,
by the Chairinan, the Revd. Mr. Ilousselot, o? the Seminnry of
St. Sulpice, ta, whom Montreal is already indebted for thc found-
ing of the magnificant ,Salles d'.zsiles or Infant Sdhools.

Tlie Minister aof Pub je Instruction, wIa bas vL-ited, ns May
be sccu froni his repart, the Commercial Sehools of France,
Belgium and Germany, takes thc greatest interest in this impor-
tant enterprisa and bas beau for a length aof time lu commu-
nication with its pramaters.

There is every reason ta hope that several neir Schools for
tlie poorer classes, iu wihl tIc Instruction wiii be gratuitous,
are going ta, be apened la aur tira great cities, and wc are certain
tliat the diffusion of sudh usel'nl instruction among thc poorer
classes ml mare than repay any sac.'ifices that rnay have ta, bo
made.

The Act tUaL me publisb contains also saine provisions mhidli
enabletUic eool Commissionersofi'evcry ScLolastie. unicipaity

ta, double the suin iherto set apart for Uic building of' Sdbool-
flouses. WIcn this sum vas fixed by thc Legisiature, the
wants and the progz-es of' Eduoation werc very dufferent froin
mhat tley are to-day; besides thec price aof materlal and eost aof
building mare, mu-ahl bs. Several Municipalities fonnd thora-
selves cmbarrasscd by this restriction, whidli gave risc ta more
than anc lair suit and led ta mny difficultics. Wewould eaU thi
attention ai' tIc School Inspectors, Sehool Commissioners, and
the friends o ai'eucation in general ta Uic neir provisions ai' Uic
law, and èxbort tbcm ta take advantage ai' thcm to ameliorat0
thc material part aof teacliing, wirie, in this cauutr.y, is perhaps
thie mast urgent. Thc grentest inconveniencas resmit very oftenir
not only to, education, but te the heaitli of the pupils and even

E' ta their morality, froni thc bnd construction of School-Houses
and insufflaient accommodatiün.

In thc first and second volumes ai' this journal, will ba found
a series ai' articles on the construction and furnishing ai' Scbool-
flouses, wirhl iL would bc well ta consuit before incurring i'resli
expenses.

Thc Revd. Principal ai' Jacques Cartier Normal School bas
*also commcnccd tIc establishment ai' a smaîl pedagogie museuin,
a visiL ta whicli as wcli ns ta the Normal and Model Sehools
anncxcd, would amply rcpay any inconvenience suffered.

An act respecting the office of Minister of Publie Instruction.
fier Majcsty, by and %vith *.ic advice and consent of the Legis

*lature of Quebcc, ennets as follows: .
1. The lieutenant-gcovernor may appoint froin tiinc tu time, under

the grat scftl of the province, a Minister of Publie Instruction, and
*ail thc provisions of tis aet shall apply to thc Minister of Publie
Instruction already appointed and actu-ally ini office.

2. The duties aud functions of the Minister aof Publie Instruction
shali be:

1. Ail those Iîow vestcd by law in the Superintendent of Education;
2. Ail those which shall be nssigned him by Hlis Excellency thre

lieutenant-goî-cr120 no lacoutcil, respecting the formation or encour-
*agement of art, literary or scientific associations, tihe establishmnent
of libraries, museuins or picture galleries by these associations, by
the gaverument or by public institutions assisted by government,
conipetîtions, cxaminatioîîs, tbe distribution of dipluînas, medais or
other marks of distinction for attaininent in literature, science or
art, the distribution of ail funds which may be piaced at his disposai,
by the liegiblature, fur similar ubjet;ts, und gencraliy rcspccting

ýcr.ythin " hich relates tu the patroîlaôe anîd encouragement uf
science, letters and art;

3. TIo provide for the establishment of sehools for adultsannd for
the instruction of wurksnen and mechanies; and fur thîs purpose, the
poivers and duties cf the comnnissioner cf agriculture and cf public
wvorks or part cf these powers und duties in so far as regards the
board cf arts and manufactures and mnecliaris' institutes, niay be, by
the lieutenant--overnor ai council, transferred te tIc Minister of
Publie instruction;

4. To coliect and pubiisî statisties and information concernin,
ail cducational institutions, public libraries, scientifie, and iiterary uni
intellectuîil progress.

3. A sccrctary and assistant sucretary shall also bie appointed to
Uhc office or departinent cf public instruction, and ail other officers
who sball bc requircd for thc administration oi' the laws i-cape cting
public instruction - and the nature cf the functi cas and duties cf ail
sucliofficersshaîl e0 prescribed1 from tumeto tume, by Uic lieutenant-
g overnor iu council, and whien it shall appear that certain duties and

owers cf thc minister cf public instruction cannot ba fulfilicd by
im in per.-an, these duties and powers ay, by order in couneil, ba

assignedta the sccrctary assistant secretary, or ta any ýf the aficers
cf Uic departmcent or school inspectai-s-- and when such duties and
pou-crs shahl have been s0 assigned, citier by an order of a general
nature, or for special cases, the signature cf such functionary to
whom these pou-crs shall have beenasigned, shahl ha with regard ta
sudh matters equivalent to that cf the amînister cf publie instruction;
but cvcry such deputed functionary shahl ha hcld tuact in confority
with the instructions and undei-the direction cf the minister of public
instruction; and mention cf sucb delegation in every document signed
cr ccrtiflcd by the ininister aof public instruction or by the sccretary
or assistant sccretaîy cf thc departinent cf public instruction, shail
ha sufficient evidence ai' thc fact before any court of justice, tiil pr-oi'
ta thc contra-y.

4. Thc signature. cf the niinistcr of public instruction. or Uint. cf
Uic secretary or assistant sccr-tary cf thc departînent cf*publie ins-
truction, shall bceproof bcfore any court of justice, cf every document
[certificd by them to be conformable, ta, the original, and evcry dcc-
ment certified by tiem tc be conforniable ta the original shall be
de ned ta ha so, nd every document purparting ta bear Uieir signa.
ture, sh,îl bc deemed ta do sa tiil proof ta the contra-y hae maie.

5. Thc ,ninister cf public instructicn shall ha a nienber cf thc
Eecutive Council, aud cligible ta the LUgis1ntie Assembly, or Uiougî

racciving a sala-y may ha summoned ito Uie Lgisiative Coun cil ; and
lic ma 'y also fill nt Uic saine tuae an y cf thre offices designated in
section onc Iundrèd anîd tlirty-four cf thc British North .&marica Acf,


