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Frank looked with a sigh at the grass-plot, and his hoop, lying so
templinglr there, under the elm tree ; then, fetching his Looks out
of the hall, and cleaning his slate, he commenced operations.

“What lessons have you te-night, dear 7

. English history, mamna; and parsing, geography and compo-
sition, and Latin grammar, and French verbs, and then this sum in
fractions to prove !> and the little fellow sighed again, and looked
at his hoop. There was no play to-night, at any rate.

“ There, I think I know it now,”? said ke ; and laying his tiny
hand on the page, so as to hide the wonls, be b gan” 1o recite his
gepg{arlucal lesson.  The reader will not be surprised to learn Ins
childish pronunciation of the alien words was such as Mr. Lee’s
German professor would hardly huve commended ; neither will we
mqunle too impertinently into “the value and permanence they con-
veyed :

“ «The Thungan states comprise the grand duchy of Sacksen
Weimar Eisanach, the three Sachsen duchies of Cobourg Gotha,
Meiningen, and Alterburg, the two Reus principalities of Grenz
and Schleitz, and the twoetSchwarzenburg principalities of Ruduls-
tadt aud Sow:lershauzen. Their uaited arcas are 5,934 square miles,
with a populatien of 970,000.° There, P glad I’ve done with that.
Now for the sum.”

For awhile nothing was heard but the seratching of the peneil
and a gentle rustling sound, as the breeze blew the long (lowwr-
starred jasmine branches across the window.

¢ Oh, mamma, my head does ache; can’t I finish this sum
to-morrow, or ask Mr. Lee to excusa it 7%

¢ No, dear; it must be done. You know papa wishes you to
push on, and learn as much as you can.” And Mrs. Denion put
another leaf into her Berlin work, and went on with “Queechy,”

The little fingers closed over the pencil once more, and the sleepy
eyes bent down on their task. But time conquers most things ; and
when cight o’clock struck the last lesson was mastered, the last
verb Jearned, the last line construed 5 and with a languid ¢ Gocd-
night, mamma,” and a confused conglomeration of Sachisen duchies,
verbs, fractions, patts of specch, and Latin numbers, Frank went up
stairs to bed.

“ILessons all prepared 7” said Mr. Denton, as he came in from
business, and stretched himself in the great easy chair.

“ Yes, all of them. Don’t you think, my d¢ear, Mr. Lee pushes
Frank on a little too fast 2 You know he'is Dut a child yet—not nine
years old—and he does not seem well ; besides——?

“ Nonsense, my dear, nonsense. Why, when I was a boy, I did
twice as nuch. I meantoask Mr. Lee next quarter about his
learning Greck. He’s a clever child, and it’s a pity he should not
be kept up to the mark ; besides, you know, he’ll never get on when
he goes 10 the grammar school witheut a good knowledae of the
clagsics, and I’m determined to make a scholar of him—nothina
like keeping children up to the mark.” °

So the subject passed. Mr. Denton was away on business all
day, and when he came home Frank was generally gone to bed, <o
he did not notice the heavy cye and flushed cheek, na the pale
forchead and trembling hand ;" he only knew tiat his little boy had
begun to construe Casar and work sums in fractions, that he had
taken the first prize in history, and could match his compositions
with those of the biggest boy in the school; he was going to be a
scholar, a credit to the family, as Mr. Denton had made up Tis mind
he should be, and that was quite sufficient.

¢ From the centre A, at the distance A B, deseribe the circle B
C D,” murmured linle Frank, as the tides of sleep drove back life’s
weeds and pebbles on the bright shores of dreamland.  Yes, ke was
“pushw%on ;7 but where 2 That was another question altogother.

Mrs. Dale, the lady who lived at the cottage a litile beyond Mr.
Denton’s was also 2 woman who had her own views of cducation,
and always paid the best price for it. She expected the best article
100, though not so particular as Mr. D. about having pleaty of it. So,
though Harry Dale was more than eight years old, he never went
to achool more than two hours in a duy, and the rest of the time
was spent in roving with his mammaand sisters through the slens,
and woods, and meadows that cluster so closcly ronnd the town of
H—, gathering wild flowers, ferns, and mosses, and arraname
them in vases at_home (Mrs. Dale was not so fastidious as $3mz
ladies are about having flowers littering the parlor,) learning their
names the while, or examining their delicate structure, and listening
with cager interest, as his mamma told him stories of distant lands,
their trees, and birds, and flowers, and then led him ou from this 1o
he kind and loving Father wha gave the forest its glowing s,
he birds their voices of music, and all nature its loveliness.

People laughed at Mrs. Daie for calling this education, and ex-
patiated largely on the folly of parents who seut their children to
school only a quaster of the time, and yet paid full terms,  Divers

were the shrewd predictions as to the harvest which would be
reaped fiom a seed-time so irregular, and many the far-seeiny hints
which wete dropped on the subject. « They kuew what woenld
come of such vigaries.”  «Talk of educating clukdren in fields and
meadows—such nonsense.” ¢ Sure to make the boy idle and use-
less.  But Mrs. Dale went quictly onj she had hier own views of
the case, and acted according to them.  So at cight years of age
Hany had never seen the inside of a Latin grammar 3 could not,
for the hfe of him, have got further than the second colunn of the
muluplication table ; was ignorant of geography, eacept frum his
mamina’s conversations and the stiay bouhs he Liad picked up ou the
parlor table 5 pursing, dates and dictation were stringe words to him;
and he kreew nothing of Freneh save fiom the hitl. songs’ Mis,
Dale, sometimes sang to hin, with an aceent 50 pue and true. But
Harry had a fresh, bright, intelligent soul within him.  1le woula
listen, with quick appreaation, as you told him ot the woumders of
nature and arty of the great men who lived e distant ages, of the
strange inventions ot genius, and the noble results worked ot by
patience and perseverence. e was learning to enjoy life, that
when time came he might use it wisely and well.  There was rich
promise of future energy and vizor inthose ¢lear, honest eyes of hix,
the firm bounding step, the guileless, vnsuspecting confidence, the
fearless innocence witl which lus glance met yours—promise which
after years failed not to realise.

So much for Harry Dale. And the pushing on—whither had that
tended 2 There was another grave in'the 11 cemetery, and the
neighbors, as they read on the m:grble head-stone the touching ms-
cription, «Aged cleren years,® said, «Very astomshing, isn't it, how
soon these elever children atways die P —(Lritish Mother's Jour-
nal.)

Duties of Parents 10 Schools.

1. Parents should send their chuldren to school coustantiy and (1)
seasonably.

2. They should see that they are decently clothed, and cleanly
in their persons.

3. They should encourage them to respect and obey the ules
and requirements of the school.

4. They should encourage them to be orderly in their deport-
ment, and studiously to regard nght.

5. They should encourage them to be studious by marnifesting an
interest in theiv lessons.

6. They should have « regard for the character of the Looks their
chitdren read, and see that they read understandingly.

7. They should cultivate in their children habits of tiue polite-
ness and courtesy.

8. Besides visitmz the school and co-operating and sympathizing
with the teacher, they can do much for its anprovement and suc-
cess, by manifesting at all proper times, and in all proper places,
an interest m its welfare, and a deep solicitude for its reputation 3
by speaking well of the teacher and of 2l his judicious plans ; by
palliating ov excusing his faults or fulings (of which every teacher
must be expected o have some), and by inducing their neighbors
to visit the school and take an uierest in its eaereices, thus show-
ing to their children, in the most convinewy mantier, that they fecl
that their present employment 15 an nunportant one, amd that the
duties of a school ar.: not 10 be regarded as of little consequence.—

(Ohio Jour. of Ld.)

XNotes of Lessons.

—

THE STUDY OF READING

This habit of careful study should, if possible, be formed in child-
Jiwod or early youth, and 1o the teacher is entrusted, it a great
degree, the responsibility of ats formation.  hiny it not be done in o
way most pleasant to ourselves and 1o our pupils, and without in-
terfering with the discharge of other duties 7 Experience convinees
me that' it is possible 3 and ot the request of a friend; who has ap-
proved my plan and rejoiced in its success, T write a bricf account
of i1, with the hope that it may prove of some benedit to vthers.

Before adupting i1, L had often observed with regret, that the
reading lessons were regarded by my pupils with litile interest,
‘They would come with bright, aniinated faces to their recitations in
history, geography, grunmar, and arithmetie 3 bat the appearasce
of the readint Look was the signal for Janguor and restlessness.
Espevially was this the case when the lesson assigned had Leen
read more than once.  The charm of novelly was goae, and none

LESSONS.

(1) With the exception of weak and delicate children wko are not to
be dealt with like others as scen by the preceding article. (Edr.)




