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India. WIliile engaged in this workr, whichi occupied sovoral' nonths, I was
traveling much and met wvitLi many very coflviflcifg proofs of the educating
powver of the Missionary Concert. Oiîe of theso I wish to cite, because it
illuistrates lîow the regular observance of this niontlily meeting tends to
plant the habit of cheerfuil giving, one of tho hardest habits, se the pastors
tell us, for Christian disciples to acquire.

The coinmittee sent mne to some strango spots for~ nîoney. Every one who
bas, done such deputation work among the churches on citixer side of the
Atlantic kcnows wvhat surprises, pleasant anI otiîerwise, drop into this lino
o! service, and sonie of tixese beconme the saliont points of tie scene as you
lookc back upon it in after years. One weelc daY Ienitig I liad an appoint-
nient in at village of Central Ohio. Or, stepping oil the train, and loolzingove.,
the place froin the railway station, and tlwro lcarning that the ehurcli to
wlîicî I 'vas sent %vas witlhott a pastor, I wondured howv this appointmcnt
carne tobeniade. Tie outlookw~as anyting bt brigrihf

The hour for the missionary lecture fournd about seventy people seated in
a plain hous-, the womnen on one side and the 111011 on tie other. They
listencd admnirably to wvhat wvas said about gospel woric in India, and the
demand for trained native hielpers. A straliger niinister liad offered the
opening prayer, and no one volunteering tu tako pledgcs or the collection
for niy endowmient, I ask&e my brothev to %vait upon one side of thc bouse,
%lle Idid on tle other. Catching up papdà, and pencil, lie straightway wvent
for tic men, fancying no doubt tliat the î)ockit-bool.ý belongcd on that side
of the houroe. For once it vasn't so, for in cash and pledges together motre
thlan ten tinies as much came in frorn the wvonieiî's sîde as froin the nien's
side of that small congregation. I shal îîevcr forget the very flrst wornan
wvhomi I asked for money that, evening. Her quiclc annsver to niy question,
i, ould you like to liel p our Bible Sehool ?" was significant and cheered me
so. Loolzing up through lier glasses squarely int> niy face, sue said-
"lIndeed, Jshould, sir," and she gave me flfty dollars. Anothierlittle wonîan
gave me twenty-five dollars, and stili anotlieî ten. On reaching nîy lodg-
ings I learned frein ny krind hostess that tiieso thrco ivomen wvere sister.,,
and naturally I was curious to know thieir history. One o! them- lived close
by, se the next niorning on my wvay to tic railwvay station, I cr&.led upon hier
and tlîanked lier and lier sisters for the good cheer tiîey had given nie at the
mieeting. And from. this humble Christian womnan I learned these facts.
Their childhood homne waz in Western Newv York, and they used to attend
a Preshyterian church. Their pastor neyer failed te observe the monthly
concert o! prayer for missions, at wvlich service lie regularly brought be-
fore lus people the conditions and clainis of tic pagan nations, the freshcst
news from the front ranks of Ohrist's aRdvancing arniy in ail lands, and aIse
the duty and the privilege of helping on this grand niiovemnent for Uic world's
evan-elization by earnest prayers and clîcerful offcrings. Tlîat faithful
pastor had, reaehed bis rest anid reward ini lieven, and I, a stranger fromin he
opposite side of the eartlî, lîad be,ýn permitLcd to reap sonie o! the Colden
harvest for wvhich through years of patient toit lielîad soNwn Uic seed.

Anotiier incident of more recent date illustrates the other aide o! the ben-
efit that accrues from tis xnissionary concert, that is the clîGer it carnies, to
our brethren across the seas. On the th of March, 1887, Ulic concert topie
i quite a number of churches wvas Newv Fields, and p)artieular mention -%as
Inade in the addresses and prayers o! a littie station recently opened on the
Orissa coast. The young missionary planting this station lîad met with
senlous obstacles. A cyclone had blown down has flrst buildings, tliere had
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