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must bc made incapý.*ble of retraction, ail lus mistakes becorne im-.
possible of reparation. by pronouncing hlm incapable of e7ri'or! IîIle
w]io]e of this monstrous conglomeration of agoe-loiig blunders Miut
take on the rigridity of stotie and the frigidity of ice 1 Tfnhi7jtc<l
authoi1ty is invcsterd with per-sontal infallibilitg. WVas tîjere ever
sncb isocia-l petrifaeution as that? As Robert Mackenzie well says, c tho
assertion of infallibility is a reiterated declaration of irrecoll.
cilable hostility against al' enlighitening modern impulses. It is til(
assumption of power more dpcicthan the world ever knew before
iu order the botter to give effeet to this hostility.>'*

But two things are very plain :first, the effort is vain to swveep back
the tide of progress ; and, secondly, this is a iiiere expedient to ajrrLesL
or at least conceal the waning power of the Papal churcli. Meu alld
women even in these Papal lands are beginning to read, to talk, to thiiîk-.
The Bible is printed and distribiited &nd read. Knoivledge runls to
and fro ln the earth atnd it is the niatural, eternal foe of ignoranice anld
its allies, superstition and bigotry. You cannot keep the people in
slavery to the Vatican uniless you keep them in chains. and intelligence
carries a file for ail fetters. A railway, a printing press, a COMMOn1
sohool, a newspaper, are GQd's battering rams to demolislh the mills
that shut lu the humian mind and sliut out lighit and liberty. Rlnc
resists progress, but iu so doing resists Providence, for back of huinian
Ilistory is thieHiddelanid of God. Fin al defeat is iinevi table to thiose
whio figlit against Hlm. Already the Pope has ceased to be thie niis.
ter of earthly kingdoms. Nearly twenty years ago lie surrendered ]lis
sceptre of Temporal Sovereignity at the imperative cadi of aul intel.
lectually enfranchised people, and retired to his prison lu the Vaticii).
Father ileeker vainly re-affirmed ,the riglit of the churcli to punish
(cr-imes lu thoughit.' Even the hlomanist bas beguni to thinik wud
to think for himself. H1e is learning tliat the ' footprint of thie Ass'
that the Virgin rode on the way to Egypt, could not have been left ou
a rock lu Brazil, inasrr-iech as Brazil wvas rather off flic route from
Bethlehem to Egypt and so lie ceases to kiss with. idolatrous biorage a
more water-mark on the stono. H1e reads a stray leaf of a toril bible, ora
chapter lu the gospel -published lu a daily paper, and wonders whiy no0
priest or pope, confessional or penance, stood between tliat prodigapl
aud luis Father ! It is intelligence that begets independence, thiat de-
tects Jesuit.'cal intrigues and priestly delusions, that scorns anatenins
directed aglainst human prosperity and happiness, and delies buls of!
excommunication ivhicli thunder against invention, discovery and bli-
man brotherhood. Above aIl, it la intelligence that nourishos anu ide-
pendent faithi and an unhampered ivorship.

We believe lu perfect freedom of religions opinion and worsliip.
To the Romishl churcli as representing a fonin of ecclesiastical faitli and

*"4 Niroteenth Centuiy," Chap. ix.


