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New Board of Trade Buildings,

The vew building erected by N. Bawll, on
Princess street, Winnipeg, in which quarters
have been secured by the board of trade and the
grain oxchange, were taken posscssion of by
these bodies on Saturday, November 12, I'he
opening of the new rooms was made the occas-
ion of something of a formal demonstration,
Members of the board were out in force, and
with a few iavited guests wade up quite a
gathering of representative men of the city.

The Lieutenant Goveraor sent the following
lotter which was vead :

Govenrusgst Hovst,
Winnipeg, 12th November, 1892,

My Dear Sig,-—-Iloess prevented my accept-
ing the mvitation of the buard of trade and corn
exchange committees conveyed through you.
In tendering iny regrete, will you please inti.
mate with what pleasure I remember that [
was a member of our firat bourd of trade here
and how gladly I would have assented to their

request for a brief addreas had I been able to
be present to.day.

Tho ugion in one building of the two great
commercial associations of our city seems tome
very auspicious indeed, and testifies to the close:
ness of all our relations to the geeas industry of
the province. Great quertiens such as the
carriage of our products by land and water to
the scaboards of the Dominion, and will amony
others, partially or wholly commercial, be sub-
mitted for the prictical and experienced men
of both boards, and great as these questions
are to our mnaterial development, therc are still
greater ones which affect ounr well beiog, and
even continuance, as a uation which may well
engage the thoughful attention of the members
of yoar two great organizations, Weliveina
Iand which has heean singulacly blessed by God
with richness and extent of agricultural soil,
with timbered areas unrivalled in extent and
quality ; with coal on our east, west and Arctic
coasts, aund vast deposits of peat, petrolenm
and ligaite clsewlhiere, with mincrals (precious
and economic) so widely diffused that Canada
would be celcbrated as a mineral country alone,
did not our forests and ficids claim pre.cmin-
ence as characterizing th - Dominion.  In view
ol thesc conditions of a.traction we cannot be
carcless of that wave of European emigration
of which we have had az yet buta ripple, but
may have an igconvenient deluge without some
principle of zelzction be agopted. Wealone on
this continent have now frec homesteads to
offer, bat they should only be offered to thesc
who have proved their capacity in the land
whenece they came to aid us in our sational
development; and ifitbe a lavdable work, that
of building across this vast ¢ ntincnt and be-
tween the two great ocears a Capadian nation.
ality which has po bitter mcmories to recall
and only love for the laud whence it sprang.
A race with that strength aud mashood which
comes of ancestral traits and our northera clim.
ate, then in the determunation of thesc great
questions I feel that tae twoassociationscan do
much, and io wishing them both a happy union
to-day let me add my carnest desire for a full
measure of futurc prosperity. I am, air, very
faithfully yours, Jous Senvirz.

C. N. Bell, Esq., Sceretary.

Pecsident Steen made the following inaugural
speech: .

THE PRESIDENT'S ADDRRSN.

It is now pearly fourteen years since the
Winnipeg board of trade was organised under
the Dominion act, and under the presidency of
the lato Hov. A. G. B. Baopatyne. Although
there have been many chaoges in its member-
ship daring these years, there are still a few
charler members copnected with it, and some
are still numbered among its most activeadher.
cnts. it would be a lengthy undertaking to
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endeavor to fo'low this board through its car.
eor of usefulucws, but cnough is well known to
the majority of tho present membership to ob-
7iate any necessity for recapitulation. That
its career has beon ene of great usefuloess, no
ore will sow question, and its fouaders, no
matter how sanguine they way have beenabout
the institution they were founding, could have
had then but little conceptios, not only of tho
usefuluess it hus shuwn, but of the power it has
witlded a3 u concentrator, erystalizer and puri-
ficr of public opinion iu the Northwest.

Owing to political an-l other projudices
brought by many of us from our former homes
in the east and actoss the Atlantie, too many
of our Noithwestern inatitutions have been ut
times p.rverted and manipulsted to suit inter-
ests which should uever have swuyed them ono
way or other. Ia this respect the Winnipey
board of trade has been somewhat of an oxcep
tion. Compused as it always has been of
shrewd busineas wen, combined together for
purely business advantages and local trade
gain, its membership bave invariably risen
above all outside prejudices, and discussed all
matters at ita meetings purely with the aim of
promoting the real trade interests of the city in
wkLich it held its pawer, and the great country
of which it was the pioncer trude organization.
More than thiscan be »aid of the Winnipey
board of trade, and that is, that its policy has
never been narrowed down by cupidity in
which only the intereats of trade in this city
received consideration.  Its membership have
realized right along, that the trade in-
tereats of tho city of Winnipeg and those
of the great Northwest are inseparable,
and the strongest efforts  put forth
by the boird, and tho greatest sacrifices
it has made have been in conncction with the
buraing question in which thu whole prairie
land was cqually interested. It cannot be
wondecied at then, that the board hns become
practically the pivot of public opision in the
Northwest on all material questions. Its duties
being contined to looking after material pros-
perity and advancemeat, it fias been spared
from being dingeed into tho different public
questions atfecting race, religlon, or in fact any
field swnere too ofton scoliment aad prejudice
take the place of rcason avd comnon sensec.
They bave never done so in the deliberations of
this board, and I aay safely eay never will ;
and while thoy are thue carefnlly secluded, the
boand caunot fail to maintain and increase its
usefuloess, its influcnceand its power.  As to
the adjunct of the board, known as the Winai-
peg graio and prodace exchange, whoso daily
mectings arc to be held in this hall ; I think
we can with pride boast of it as the biggest
walloper of a baby inatitution connected with
Capadian trade. It is scarcely five years old,
and yet old cnoaghto diteard the akirtafor a
pair of pantaloons. It has been a sturdy iofant
from its birth, and ncrer required a sucking
bottle. Already its yearly aggregato of grain
tranzactions is far in oxcess of that of any
similar exchaoge in Canada ; and itis not im-
probable that some of its youngest members
may live to sce it the greatest grain market of
North America, and consequently of the world.
Mr. Bawlf, Mr. Maulson, tho Hon. D. H. Me-
Millan and somo others may remember the

mectings io 1884, when a promature attempt
was made to orgarize such an exchango. The
attempt was prematuce but it gave root to the
{dea, and the present flourishing exchauge owes
no small share of its present progperity and
rapil growth since its estallishment to the
little premature attempt to organize the grain
and produce business of this city.

It is singular that such an institution as the
Winvipeg board of trade, with its fourteen
yeara of usefuluess, should be up to the pre-
acnt somewhat of a gypsy institutios, without
a home, and at times without a covering. I
have seen within seven yeara when the board
did oot huve a place for the safe keeping of
its minuto books, except in ths secretary's pos-
scssion, to be lugged Ly him backwarde and
forward to and from meetings. Within three
years the board changed its place of meeting
four different times, its fifth landiug place be-
ing in the last rooms occupied in the city halt
block. Even then it was more or less on suf.
frage, us more than onc loud-mouthed dem-
agozuo has raised the cry against the beard’s
occupascy of civic buildings, although they
were not occupied without reat being paid.
To-day we formally open these rooms, and lot
the outside world know that the \Winnipeg
board of trade aad grain exchaoge have at last
found s home in = buildiog crected for their
special use, and the office accommodation of
members of both institutioas. Wecongratalate
oursclves upon being thus safely and perma-
uently located and wo feel assured that we will
have the kearty congratulations of every peison
interested in the trade prosperity of the Can
adian Northwest. \We have uow commodious
quartcrs, sufficiently large to supply the
growing demands of the exchange for
soveral yoars to come.  The buildivg as 1 have
atated has been constructed to stit the business
carried on within its walls, aud for comfort and
convenience it cannot be surpassed, and reflects
the highest credit upon Mr. Bawlt the proprie.
tor, and Mr. Barber, the avchitect, who de.
signed and superiotended the erection a2nd
finishing of the work. To the frierds whom
we have invited to be prescat on the occasion,
we extend a cordial welcome, avd wo ask you
to join us in what we may term our house
warmiog for such this formal opening of our
new rooms really is.  Amoag those present are
representatives of soveral orgamizations, with
whon the board has worked ia harmony on
different questions affecting the welfare of the
community at large. With the city council
the board has been closely lioked in the past
in » oumber of public undertakiogs, and
lately wheo the tesrible scourge of Asiatic
cholera threatened invasion, the medical as.
sociation of the city found in the board an
cothusiastic ally. It is good to have this
harmony, for the \Winaipeg board of trade,
useful as it may be, can have its sphero of
usefulaoss greatly enlarged by uoioz on points
of public interest with other intclligent organ.
izations of this cityand the province at large.”

Shors congratulatory tpecches were then
given by How. Robt. Watson, provincial min-
ister of public works: . J. Macdonald, M.
P. for Winnipeg; J. D. Cameron, M. P. P;
A. Atkinkson, vico-president of the grain ex-
changs; H. Swinford, general agent, N. P. Re:



