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iI'in slowv by nature, but Pi' sure. 1 arn
to live, rent free. "-that ivas his own addition-"in the farrnhouse. That's the first
tbing. 1'm slowv, but wlien I tackle a thing,
I do tackle that thing. I ara to seli the
lease for a consideration." That was also
his own addition.

CINot at ail," said Alan. "You will flot
seil the lease; you xviii give it to me, to
escape bankruptcy."

Mr. Bostock made a face. Nobody likes
the ugly word bankruptcy.

CiWel," he said," you wvill bave vour joke,
Mr. Dunlop. We'il say that I surrender the
lease, iîot seli it. tlut I amn ta get something,
I suppose. I arn to give up the lease, arn
I ? And then I arn to be bajiliff. On a
celery. And what nîight be your opfinion of
the celery that I should be worth as a bail iff
to thjs farm?

"I have hardly tlîought about it," said
Alan. 0f course, a hundred a year would
have been plenty for such a mari. " But we
nught begin with twvo hundred."

"And fifty, if you please, Mr. Dunlop,"
said Mr. Bostock firrnly. "'And then we
shall be going dirt cheap--dirt cheap. Two.

T hundred and fifty, or three hundred. I
think I ought to say a celery of four hundred.
But, knoiving- you and your farnily as 1l do
know you and your farnily, and hiaving be
a tenant for a rnany years, and rny wife once
a lady's rnaid ta hier ladyship, and ail makes
one- inclined tp, cut down, the figure."

"'We ivili .say, then, Lwo hundred and
fifty," saï»d Alan. Hie was accustomed ta
makze this sort of compromise, and thoughit

* it showed the prudence of a business mani.
The other cDntractor to an agreemnent, for
instance, whoever lie %vas, invariably asked

= hlm for three tinies what lie ought ta have
demnded. Alan conceded twice, and con-

* gratulated hiàmself on hiaying shown, extra-
grdinary knowledge of the %world. Then
lie offered the wily Bostock two hundred
and fifty, when lie iiighit have got birn for
a hundred.

tg Well," Bostock grumubled, "'ta please
yau, sir. But ive niust have the dairy, and
ài field for the coivs, and the fowls, and the
pigs, an-d the orchard, just as at present s0
.arranged."

"You can have ail those,"' said Alan,ý ig-
norantîy adding anotherhundred ta the nie%
baiiiff's saiary.

CITtîat," said Bostock, ilwon't inake the

celery none too high. Besides, the dairy
~and the pigs is a mere nothink. But tiîere

-- And whien îvill you begin, sir?"
"lAs soon as I can," said Alan. II I amn

going "-here hie hiesitated a littie -II to
manage this farni on an entirely new prin-
ciple, of which I will expiain the details
afterwards. That is, you will manage it,
but the resuits of the farm-the profits-
are ta be applied on a neîv principle."

III thought, sir," said Bostock-his face
lengthened considerably at the prospect of
the farm- being rnanaged on new principles-
III thought that I was ta buy and ta seil for
the hrest advantage of the farm."

CIWby, so you are. That is not what .1
mean.31

"lOh! " said Bostock, relieved; that is
not wl'at you mean, sir?"

IlNot at ail. You iih really buy,,seli, and
do everything. You will be the responsible
manager of the farm. The profits, however,
deducting your salary first, and the necessary
expenses of wages, stock, implements, and
50 forth, wiil be divided in certain propor-
tions betîveen myseif and the farni labourers
and you, as the bailifi'"

Once more Mr. Bostock was obliged ta
take out that pocket-handkerchief, with, ihich
hie blew bis nase violentiy, choked, became
crinison in the face, blew bis nase again,
choked again, and finally, resun-ed bis calm.

"lOh 1!" lie said ; IIthe profits of the farm,
nfter paying nie, the bailiff, and the wages
and tic necessary expenses, ilh go ta us ail
in proper proportions, will they ? Weli, sir,
that's a most generous and liberal offer on
your part. I don't tiîîk there's another
Squire " in ail the country, as knows; ]and as
you kiýow land, because you've been round
tlip world and mîust know ail the land as is
fit ta cali itself land-no - lat a single other
Squire alive as wvould niake: that proposai.
Mr- Dunlop, PLm îvith you, and if vou'il
shake tue hand of an honest niant "»-hie heid
out bis horny pa%,.-" tbere you are."

Alan took it, alrnost with tears.
11<1 believe you wyul serve the farm honest-

iyand.well, I3ostock," lie said.
I wili, sir," replied the newv baiiiff.

IILooki round you and sethe imnprovemnents
I've made already witî *niy small ineans.
Why amn 1 poor mîan now and rny nieighbours;
richi? Because I put into that lanid vilhat
they t.zke out of it. Look at the farrn im-
îiletienits-you'll buy them at a valuation, of
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