
TEE PRACTLCAL BEIE-KEEPER.

tbree brood-frames carried away, and
the remaining frames, more or less full
of honey, piled iglepigledy on each

Sother, and the bees clustecing as best
tbey could hetween and. upon them.
The queen was ail riglit, solI fixed up
the bive again, and took special pains
to prepare it for iiier,,. If it survives
until swring, we shall see what we
seo. This ivas a very mysterious circum-
stance. I wonder if Mr. McEvoy can
explain it

Now I have state-d these fÉaets in as
fair and eircumstantial a rnLfner as I
can, because I wish to call the attention
of bee-keepers to the practical working
of our Foui Brood Law. JEspecially do
I ivisb to cal] the attention of the legal
Iights of' hee-izeeping--sncb men as
Hon 'R b Taylor, Me.s %r J. E. Pond,
G. W.,»e1areQ, and others, to this
piecp of legislation. I do not wish to say
anything bard of Mr. McEvoy, or to be
unfair to him ini any way, though I
think be pursued a very high-banded
course with me, and treated me very
unkindly, considering the fribiîdly
terms we have always been on previous-
Iy. Wby did he not eall on me? I had
asked fo-. bis visit of inspection, and was
prepared to welcome him and carry out
bis officiai orders. I have no doubt he
thoughit be '%, is .carr.ving out bis fune-
tiens according to law, but the law
reserves sorne rights to criminals even,
and does not put arbitrary power into
the hands of such high and mighty
offlials as inspectors.

I have taken legal advice about this
imatter, eot titat I ;ntene¶ to litigate
about it, for I do not. Bu~t I arn told by
mnv lawvver'tho~.t the Act does fnot em-
power the inm nector to go on to a bee-
keeper's prem'seq without the know..
ledge and cons3nt of the'ownez, and
that it E1Snot -tmpove *r hlm to burn
hi ves of beesq un!ess they are in a hope-

WP le'qely foul.bra)ody cond*tion. If they
arecurable he is balund to give them
a chance to Ie tured. Furthermore,

_e law doos nlot put into the Inspeetor's
bauds any power of punishment. Rie
cannot visit any officiai wrath on an
offender. If a bec-k-eeper van be shown
to be culpably and ëriminally negligent,
the Inspecer is te bring hlm before a
magistrate and have hlm fined in due
course o? Iaw. So that Mr. MeEvoy
is liable for trespass, for destroying
colonies that rnigbt have been cured,
and for taking tle law into bis own
bauds by usurping the place of the
magistrate, who alone it is to be «a
terror to evil doers and a praise to tbemn
that do well."

But I wisb particularly to ask the
opinion of bee-keeper.s, and especially
the legal gentlemen among them, on
the principle underlying thîs kind of
!egisiation. Is it asound and good one?
1 oppcA our Foui Brood Aet wben it
ivas flrst mooted on varlous grounds. I
have neyer suggested its adoption by
United States bee-keepers. I now sub-
mit my own example of its practical
working, that they my judge for them-
selves-

If Mr. McEvoy's interpretation of the
Aet la correct, and he bas the rigbt to go
onto my prernises and buru up my pro-
perty at bis discretion, without my
having any appeal to magistrate or
witness, judge or jury, 1 propose to 8ub-
mit quietly, and if I cannot geL the law
altered in a costitutional way, I shal
seriousy consider wbuther I will quit
keepiug hees, or emigrate to anotiier
country. 1 hope. some of the great
ligbts of bee-keepiug w11l drop somne of
the threadbare subjiets of whlcb readers
of bee-papers are getting so tired, and
discuss this new topie. I hiope, too,
that the North American Bee-ICeepers'
Association will give Luis subct a
promineut place lu tbvir discussions at
the next meeting. If I arn alive, and
well, I promise to be on baud and to
have sometbing to say thaL will flot be
<'duil as a sermon."

Guelph, Ont., Marcb 4th.


