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were deolared net to bc éligible te, any oÉ tho vacant congregations iu this
country. It was scarcely possible for the Synod to do more> in tliis m-atter,
than they did."1

We think they did rather teo much, and fliat thero was a liardship in thus
obliging individuals te le[Lve their country against tlieir will; and an undue
severity 'n punishiný their refusai &s they did. It was scarcely in keeping
witli that C hristian liberty wvhicli the Gospel poclaîms, and it was a stretoli of
ecelesiastical àtuthority whichi we cannot think was warranted by any prinoiplo
of relioeion or precept of Christ. But it jýroves the eager and honorable zeal of
this Cîurch te, extend the cause of Chivîstiarni' te, the distant places, of the
carth.

MTe have already noticed that.%Mr. Mason and 11is companions wore sent to
Ainerica in 1761. Mr. Mason, afterwards the celebrated-Dr. John Mason, wais
settled -in New York, but was a member of the Pennsylvania Presbytery. lie
repeatedly correspondcd with the Synod, stating their condition and prospects,
and urgently requesting the aid of other missionaries. The Synod wpre ex-
ceeding1î anxious te, afford ail the aid in their power, but fotind great difficulty
in inducing aktafopreachers te embar tafocign land. There were se, many open-
ings at home, that preachers were soon called, and preferred remalrnng. The
laborieus. nature of the foreigu mission, partic'ilarly at that period, seemed te
deter many from setting their thoughts on it. It was considerations ef this
kind that led the Sýnod te malte it itnperative on preachers, whei appointed,
te submit te the authority of the Synod. This law could, however, àedomb
enforced; and although in some instances the preachers appointed declined
going, and were, in consequence, deprived of their licence; yet se many ex-
cuses could be adduced . that, for the miost part licence was restered, And the
unwilling preachers allowed te, remain and settie at homne. Mr. William
Jàm eson (grandfather te, the late Jamaica and Calabar misb-,onary ef the same
ixame) wvas appointed, in 1762, to go te, Pennsylvania; but a caî' l being given
hlmi by the congregation at Kilwinning, he was set.tled there. In the same
inanner, Mr. John France and Mr. James Ramsay were appointed. te, Pçnnsyl-
'rana; but 'were prevented from going by receiving ca'ils, and being settled, at
home-the former at ]3ucklyvie, and the latter at Glasgow.

At this period, heweyer, with great difflculty they succeedeci in sending eut
two or three ýreachers te, labour in Peunsylvania, by whom, the Presbytery
was re-enforced. In the meantime, negociations lad been procoeding with mis-
sionaries in Pennsylvania belonging te the other side of the Secessien, and with
these a union had been effeécted. But of this union the Synod at home highly
disapproved; and, in censequence, refused te, acknowledge any as their cor-
responding brethren who, entered int it; and they Fecoenized only sncb as
stood ont against it as belon ging to them. W'e are tiarprisedl and disappeinted
te find at this period (twenty years after the unhappy rupture in the Original
Associate Synod) that the keenness of prejudice lad net diiise, n that
the l3urgher brebliren were stili looked upon as "'heathen mon and*publicans."

The 11ev. Mr,. Telfer, who was aftorwards settled at the Bridge of Teith, lad
been sent eut on a mission te Pennsylvania, and having returned at this timoe,
ivas ontrusted te, communicate te, the Synod the fact ef the union that had taken
place in Pennsylvania. 11e did se, in a letter te the Moderater, as follows:

"'REV. A&ND PEAR SiR,-As the Presbytery of Pennsylvania lately sent a
petitien te your Synod, 'which, was giv 1en in~ te your Committee of Bis, by
Alexander Mowbray, merchant in- Edinburgh, this, merning, before I came te
town, it is expected that it will meet ýwith an agreeable reception. As 1 was
-a member of that Presbytery, 1l arn botter able te inform yen of their affaira ;
and if you are disposed fer pence and, agreement i the Lord, 1 wlll be exceed-
ing fond toegive yen snch information, by a-ny number of members yen mny
appoint, and proseente the ends of agreement. Andmay the Lord grant us to
seceoye te, eye, and te, bo perfectly united ini the same mind. Please commu-


