84 1]

THE CHURCH TIMES,

gsionare Xntelligence.
ARANRAAIL AR AN AN NNIARAPAR N

SOCIETY FOIt PROMOTING CHRISTIAN RNOWLEDOE.
Tuesday, Fel'y 0, 18585,

The Rev. J. E, Ssbin, senior chaplain at Seutari,
i a Iptter dated tho Hospital, Scutari, Jan. 17, 1839,
said,

# Xou may supposo tho demund wo bave, when 1
tell you that wo have 4,500 sick in our five hospitals,
and that during tho last month 3,700 were discharged,
Nearly all theso men had lost Yoih Prayer Book and
Test<mant; and wo have, thovefore, besides finding
stfiielont for the hospital use, %o give out to thoso who
return to the Crimen.

W Since writing tho above, Mr. Dracebridgo has
put into my hande your letters 1o him and to Miss
Nightingale, requesting me to answer them. From
tho siatement of the numbers ¥ gave above, you will
perceive that we bave a permancnt demand for a vety
large number of small Testaments nd vory sanll
Praycr Books, the swaller the better, as the uen car-
ry thens an ther kit. Your small Prayer Book in limp
covers is greatly prized, ahd 1 bave repeated demands
for some. I supply n commoner sort for Bospital use,
and when the men go out they get ono of these if 1
have une; and i every care I see theo very careful.
ly covered wuth paper.  Might X supgest that a very
tmall vdition of the Nowr Testament, sinularly bound,
would ba a valuable pift to tHem ob aceount of its ports
ability 7 As this mill be a permanent hospital, and
allsick pass through it, wo bave great opportunities
of supplying Prayer Books and Testaments. Most of
the izen, during the scromble in the Crimea, have lost
all but the rags they stand in; aud though thero ara
many pleasing instances of men preserving these twd
much-prized books, yet for tho most part they bave
lostthem. It is a singular but very satisfactory feature
among our men, that they alwavs prefer a Naw Tes-
tament to any other book ; and if they read atall, it
is either that most blessed book, or their Prayer Book.
Sorty, indeed, shou!d I ba to give them a taste for un-
profitable reading, and especially since they read so
little.  Your suggestion as to certain instructive nnd
entertaining bouks for some of the men 1 shall be very
glad to find carried out, as weo can safely gino them
these, aml all thewr atiention to them; but we cannot
consciantiously give freely among the men the Jight
literaters of the day.

% Qur bospitals are gradually getting into a state of
comfort ; and I never expected to ses our poor fellows
80 well cared for when we were at the worst threo
wionths ago. The nurses have succeeded admirably,
and we caunot bu too thaukful for them, or admire the
noble exertions and self-sacrifice of Miss Nightingalo
and Mrs. Bracebridgse. I grieve fo say our deaths
during this very severs weather have Leen fifty per
day. There arc now cight Chureh of England chap-
haing, one Presbyterian, and five Romish priests at
work.”

Baoks and Tracts were granted fora Camp Library,
on the application of the Rev. Ernest Hawkins.

The Ven. Archdeacen Stokes, Aughnacloy, Ireland,
wrote as follows, in reference to0 the appeal which was
1zid before the last Genoral Aveting i—

¢ I think that the best answer I can make to the ap-
peal of the Standing Committee is # double my ‘sub-
sciiption {or the future. If tlus plan wers gencrally
adopted, it would, at trdling individual szerifice, ena«
ble the Socirty to lengthen its cords and sirenzthen
its stakes. I am sure every Churchinan will rally
round aEo.inty to which the Chorch owessuch a deep
debt of grattude, and which has scatiered blessings
over the whole world, from Ruperts Land to New
Zealand. Iincloss my subseription of £2 24, for 1853."

The Rev. J- G. Fardell, incumbent of Sprotbo-
rsugh, near Doncaster, and Secretary of the Doneas-
ter District Commuttee, wrote as follows with reference
to the Soviety’s appeal :—

“ The statement voa have put forth bas roused mo
to exert myself 1n our cause. 1 have written near 500
notes, with the statement nn tha other side, to every

one I'k-~ow, in.and out of Noncasier. J bave tho pro-
mise of fifteen sermons.  This brings the Society for-
ward, and we may hape for a favonrable result in the
erd. There seems to b2 but one opimon, both of the
excellence of the canse,snd the too great liberality of
the Saciety in every department.”

s Fardell was presont at tho M-oting, end pave
fuller particulare of Lis plans for the advancement of
the Sociery's inferests.
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Zgyrr~Tha Euplisk Church at Alexandris, the
founda.ion stune of which-was laid in 1839, wssopen-
ed.for-Divine Service on Chiistmas day, to the great
jor of the Bazlsh inhabitants. The Rev. E Winder,
‘tho Chaplaw, offiviated. Hir sermon will scon bo pab-
ished, 2t the requen of the congregation,

Selections.

PPN A P AP R A AL A RS
HOMAN CATHOLIO AND PROTESTANT NATIONS.
N. Ruueeel, of Panis, basundertakon toinstitute on

oxtendive comparison between Romwan Cpibolis and

Protestant nations, under the throe-fol! aspeut of their

material progress, their Intelligence, and their moral-

ity. Forsomo yeats, in various portions of tho Euro-
pean continent, but moro erpecially in Franoo, attacke,
on Protestantiem bave been renewed with doublo ar.
dor, and, if so quostionable a term may bo used, Lavo
increased in nudacity 3 and thero have not been want.
ing writers who malntain that the Relormation was,
for the peoply who embraced it, the causs of both mo-
ral and intellectun) decadence.  Writing in tho inte-
rest of the Roman Church, they have so altered the
hirlory of the Reformation, as apparently to justify
tho crutltics to which so-called bierstics were rondercd
subject ; Protestantism has even beon represented as
the sourco of all revelutionary ideas, and of the most
untonstrous tenets of Soclalism. In an article continved
in several numbers of the Revue des Deux Mondes,
catitled « Thy Retorm before Luther,” the spiritual
umof the perwod is represented as confounded with
pantbeism, and subtls herasies morely a veil to politi-
cal organizstion ; and the faith of the Vaudois and

Albigenses is held up as not baving its development in

mountains but in ciliee ; not in thespious convictions of

sincere hearts, but in the cabinets of princes and the
intrigues of statesmen. Al tho world knows how In-
rocent IIL, at the supgestion of Durando d* Hoerea of

Arragon, who had formerly been a Vaudols, for which

hio mked pardon of God and man, established under

the same impression, a confrerie on the model of tho

German communists, consisting chiefly of the poor of

Lyons, wbo carned into effect the xame purity of man-

ners, essaying thus to connect the heretics, but whose

members, by their very faithfulness of imitation, were
themsslves soun suspected. It ia not 1o be deemed,
liowever, that thero was then a confusion of religious
ideas in Europe, and that the perind which gave birtt
to an enerpetic and profound phlosophy, though with-
out having discovered all the principles of thought, was
to rome extant fainted with sationalism and spiritual-
ism. In face of tho current misrepresentations and
falsehoods re-prindaced i French works under the ap-
protation of the highest ecclesiastieal autbority, all thag
18 necessary s the establishment of tho actual verity of
fact. Thusis atempied by M. Russel, who, in place
of signalizing cirors, and duposing, in logical form, of
false positions, prefers to exposo siaply the action of
modern civilization in its tesults on Roman  Catholin
and Protestant nations.. This comparative viaw, which
cach reader in France may at once comprebend and
essily verify for hunselt, is certainly more clequent
and more persuasive than any other species of elo-
quence. In fact, the difference existing between the
two categoties is not a Jutle strkiug.  In which eaac-
titude is tbe prncipal requirement for a right deci-
sion, the authorities are cited. MMr, Russel draws a
parallel between the Northern and Southern Ameri-
can continent, between Ireland and Scotland, be-
tween the Swiss Catholies and the Swiss Protestants,
between Ausirs and Prussia, Belgiuin and Holland.
As to Spain and Enaland, he proceeds 1o anotker
plan ; be takes them in two several epochs of their
history— Spain in tho sixteenth, snd England in the
mneteenth contury. In Italy he shows vs Romanizm
as enthroned, with all the incidents of a boundliess and
uncontrolled power. An examination of objections
that muy be offered 1o the conclusons tated, and an
exhivit of some viewe. If the frequent sepetition of
thy sume causcs and the same resvlts is a litt)e monoto-
nous, the lessans tanglt are of the bighest sipnificance.
That Protestant nations rossess superionity in well-
being, iuteilizence, and moral development, isa fact,
saffimently familiar to ourselves. Not so, lhiowever,
in France ; hosis of cflicial dScuments exhibit this in
a point purely administrative, and put it out of the
circle of contraversy.  Their chief characteristio may
be said to be their preater independence, more vigor-
ous efforts of indpsiry, their tmure extend :d commerce,
and thoir zeal for the spread of intelligence, favonta-
ble at once to liberty, material progress, and troc
civilization, and of which the annals of the lact forty
years servo gsan Hlusirative commentary. “If we
measore,” rays M. Michsel, nnother Frehch wiiter,
« the respretive proxress accomplished gince 1814 by

-Christians not Romaniste, and compara their ailvants-

ges with that which Roman Cadiclie nations have ob-
tained, we areetariled by thedispropuruon,  England-
and tho United Stalas bave assumed propostions hith-
erto unknown, wkethdr uv Tespects 1he extent of the
regions over whjch they domigate,.or of the populas

tions eerdal and prospective, Enghind bas ssught
conquer vast and populous regions under the geny,
nune of India. Io Awerica her onn elvilizats,
spreads to the taost Northern plateavs of Upper Cypy,
ds. By the labour of heg ¢hildran, Now Holland, vy
asa continent, ahd tho most important archipelagey r
the great Ssuthern oceans, are hrought directly ty.
neath her awsy. Tho United Siates dominats ovey
two cceans,  Ban Franvitco Is alveady an sppenis.g
to Now York. Tho people of the United States bay
already shown their superiority to thoo occupyiss
mor¢ Soutbern pottions of the Noeth Amorican conty,
ent. Thisisnot s surmive; it is noleren conteyed
To Enpland and tho Usited Statess the former ghy
first to open Chins, the latter Japan, stems reservyg
the glary of submitting to their authority, the twe Ey,.
torn ¢mpires wost renowned § two ciopires which pre.
sent nearly tho numerio mafority of the human rage
while France, the first rinuon of all, the most co.
pact, tho most plorious, which has been for fitty yean
tho throne of civilization, has always attending i iy,
doom of witnomsing previously unknown disasten, ;
aving iis eceptro broken aud its power dispersq
Sha s gifted with the most nobls coardge, with tts
mest indomitable energy, but all the faith with wiiy
the is gifted bae littln pubstautiality, and rapidly fagy
away ; & Intalily adidresses itself to heras » sconrge of
God, and psralyzing her eflurly, and, for all purpey
of good, reudering hor niserably inort,
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Cuuncnt Wonsmr.—The Independent has beg
discussing this subject in several articles indicatirecf
a returning senso of the propricty of modifying ik
system now provailing in the Protestant non-Episeop:
churches, It savs: »

% Yet even in regard to prayer, to a much greger
extent than is customary at present in Presbyterian g
Congregational churches, the practice of 2udiblea.
eent (o and union in the prayer, might, perhape, by
adipted without impropriety. There might be oppor.
tunity given in the worship for the silent prayer, ead
oae for bimsell and for his friends, of all tho congre.
gation. Nor would thete be any impropriety, in ox
viuw, in pving to the onc inspired and inspiring pray-
er, left far us by our Lord, a permanent and prom.
neat plaes in the publis worship of every church, and
inviting all 1o join in it, 4 from the lesst unts s
greatest.”  And personally we have never been tror.
bled or disturbed, in officiating occasionally for M.
odist congiegationt, when soma ardent brother by
found it in Yie heart to respond Amen, whenever (b
Spirit moved bin todoit. If all the peeple sbold
habitually respond * with Joud Amen,” at the closo o
tho prayer offered by 1he winister, we are confident
that their attention to the prayer would be increass,
and their interest in it mado deeper and m- o person-
al. Children, especially, would como to fecl, mose
than they can now do, that it is a public act of Divize
Service in which they have an interest, and in which
they shonld bear habitually their proper part.

¢ But, however the detailsof such an arrangemert
wonld require to be managed, we are eonfident of thy-
that in somes way the whole congregetion should uke
part—men, women and children uniting in it—in the
public wor:hip offered to God. In tho sinming
praise, especially, this shonld be.  And one of the fint
and greateat improvements fo be wrought in thatorder
of public worsbip whivh now prevails among our
churchon, and which is destined, we beheve, to bs
largely changed and amended, wil be that wiich shall
declare and‘inaugurate this simple principle. Wearn
not born, wae do not live, we do not die, wo sbalinot
be judaed, and we ought not to 1y to woiehip God,
by proxy.
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MassacousezTa.—~ Boston bad three Bishops offici-
ating in as many of its churches lxst Suoday, Tbé
Bishop of the diocess and the Bishop of New Hamp.
shire preaheed, respectively, in Trinity Cburch and
the Church of the Advont ; the Bishop of Inwa preach.
vd in the Church of the Messiab. The subject of the
Bishop of Jowa’s discovrro was the Home Missions of
the Church, and more pertivalarly Lis own wirsion, in
his own diosere, ‘with the ohject of obtaining contribu.
tions to the diosesad fund. Ho represented that Tows
is on inviting mixsionary fleld, sinco it is 2 beautifcl
Siate, (which is the Indian-meaning of Jowa;) baving
more arable land than any othor Stte of thu-Union,
and consequently it is repidly becoming sctiled. The
population has more thun doubled within live yoare.
Last.year 100,000 woro added to ity making it now
hslfamillion. The Bisbop proposes to invest thomoe
aty hs isnow callecting Tro the Tastern Churches

in [and, at government price, which in'the conrss of



