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out interest for the Christian observer. He bore his]

reverses with dignity, and hallowed hie suffurings
by patience and enduring fortitude.  God chastens
those whom He loves ; and better may have been
the crown of thorns which was given him to wear,
than any that earthly monarch ever wore. It was ou
an autumn evemng in the eventful year 1690, that
James rode up to the gate of the convent, attended
by a few friends, Lord Dumbarton among the num-
ber. Ile was kindly received by the abbot, and after
partaking of his hospitality, attended evening service
in the chapel.  After communicating on the follow-
ing morning, and inspecting the respentive occupa-
tions of the rehgious, he visited a recluse that lived
some distance up the mountains. His solitude was
pever interrupted, save by an occasional visit from
his abbot, and he spent the greater part of his time
in prayer. In the recluse, James immediately recog:
nized an officer who had formerly distinguished huu-
selfin his army. He asked him at what hour in the
winter mornings he attended scrvice in the chapel of
the convent, and was answered, at half-past three.
¢ Surely,’ said Lord Dumbarton, * that is impossible.
The way is dark and dreary, and at that liour is
highly dangerous.’” ¢ Ah V' said the old soldier, ‘1
have served my king in frost and snow, by night and
day, for many a year ; and I should blush, mdeed,
if I were not to du as much for the Master who has
called me to his service now, and whose uniform |
wear. The afficted moanarch turned away his head.
His attendants remarked that his eyes were filled
with tears. Q0 his departure the foilowing day, he
kne!s down to receive the abbot’s blessing, snd on
rising he leant for support on the arm of & monk that
was near him. On looking to express his thanks, he
saw in him another of his followers, the Hon. Ro-
bert Graham. He too had been an officer in his ar-
my, and lost besides a splendid fortune in his service.
His mujesty spoke a few words of kind recollection.
Even the solitudes of 1,a Trappe were filled with the
ruins of his greatness. These visits he repested
each year.as long as he was able ; and to his dying
day cherished a most grateful remembrance of the
benefit which he deprived from the edifying lives of
the abbot and community.

We conclude with the following excellent re-
marks of the Review, on the tendency uf austere in-
stitutions like that of La T'rappe.

To some who may cast their eyes over thesc pages,
a life Like that which we have dJdescribed, will seem
nothing but the veriest fanaticism.  We have often
before now heard the names of Paul, and Anthuny,
and Francis, and D« Rance. classed in the same ca-
tegory with the Fukirs of flindostan. There is in
modera civilization, and occupying an unportant
pluce, a desire of case and comfort, an anxiety to
provide for man’s mere physical nature, which,
bowever useful and praiseworthy, is not all that man
requires. Who can tell the various shades of cha-
racter, of disposition, of usefulness, of which saciety
is composed, from thosewho are clothed in soft gar-

ments in the houses of kings, to those whose dw 1l-
ing-place is in the desert, ar ! whose food is the lo-
cust and wild honey 2 SLall we say that the Baptist
jin the wilderness, where from childhood he Lod
hecu san. ufied by God’s spirit in lonel: me! ¢~y
dnd nigurous abstinence, was not as groat und vee ful
as the merchant, the suldier, the courtier, ot the
monarch ; or that, in the divine economy, he had nnt
his own high function to fulfil 2 We should rather
think it was this previous preparation, hallowed as it
was by heavenly influence, that elicited from the Sa-
viour the magnificent eulogy, ¢ imeaq, I say 10 you,
there hath not arisen among those born of woman, a
greater than John the Baptist ¥ No doubt, the exam-
ple thus afferded, was never intended for universal
adoption. Those who are specially called to such a
hfe, are, and have been, comparatively few ; but in
every age of the christian dispensation, as beture it
in the old, there have been found persvus like Tlias,
jand the Baptist, and Paul,and Anthony,wlcse home
was to be the desert, and who weie to serve (ind in
sohtude and in prayer. Some called away fi 1 tle
busy abodes of men in the very innocence of child-
hood, ere yet that the worldand its currupting influ-
ence had tarnished the purity of thiir souls ; others
;who were summoned to weep in solitude, and eat
gthe bitter bread of compunction, over the wander-
|ings of a sinful life ; oth~rs whase mind and disposi-
tion were [ittle adapted to the wavs of..y, and who
determined to flee for ever from seductions which
they were afraid openly to encounter ; others whom
God’s spirit set apart to pray, with a stropg cry and
tears, for the welfare of their people, anl like Meses,
to extend their hand to heaven upon the . utiains,
while the people were batthng upon the plain.
Who will say that, even in these evil days, the fate
of empires, and the destiny of peoples, are not more
influenced by some poor and unknown solitary,
whose voice ascends to heaven in secret, than by the
movements of armed men, or the intrigues of diplo-
matic agency, to which they are generally ascribed 2
The Trappist, and similar institutes, are not to be
viewed independently in themselves.  They are but
parts of the Christian System, which must be consi-
dered in their bearing upon the whole It was no
small service for tiie Troppist institution, to have gi-
ven the corrupt times in which it originated un ex-
ampie of prnance and mortification. We know of
no Jesson morc needed by the vcluptuousness of
those among whom De Rance lived. ‘Tha almost pa-
gan tendency and epicurean inorality, or immorality,
of the day requized to be checked and censurad by
example of Christian mortification. The snme ser-
vice which the monks of the Thebad rendered to
the tottering empire of the Cresars, was conferred by
the Trappists vpon the liberuinism of their own. De
Rance wa- to the Longuesitl: s and the Montmoren-
cys, what Anthony aid Arscums were to the dege-
nerate children of Constant.r~  The marvellous and
ever-abiding spirit which presides over the chiliren
of Gud, will 2'waye puuvide 2 fitting and adequate




