ool o sites, $165,281; fuel, 26,850 po.
pors, deumng  amd  cure of  schuut
howses $35,672; salarles of secretnry-
treasurers, $18,159. Thoe expanditure
fn 1N07 amoulited to §305,417,

The assets are placed at $2,057.453,
agatnst, SL754,876 In 1897; of these
assets $418,698 18 taxes due from mu-
pleipal couneclls and $1.394,906  the
value of the school houses, sites and
furniture. ‘The liabilitles  aggregate
&1,404,876, of which §84,3892 iy due
{eachers and $$41,103 debentare  in-
debtedness.  In 1897  the liabilities
were placed at $1,018,568,

The leglslative grant was expended
as follows: I'nyment to schools, $175,-
&74,73; inspection of schools, $10,966.-
50: examination of teachers,$2,255.90;
normal school, $8,202.4G: office, $3,-
036G, 12; total $201,557.87.

New Laws.

Reore tile adjournment of the Manl-
toba jegisinture, the following bills
were assented to:

An act respecting tthe winding up ot
jolnt stock comparies.

An act to amend the public schools
act

An act to amena tho livery stable
heepers’ act.

An act respecting a portion of the
proceeds arising  from the sales of
«chool Jands in the province of Mani-
tobn
1n act t¢ amena the provineial lands
act

An act to amend the church fands
act

\n act respecting roaa allowances
upen Dominton tunber reserves in the
province ol Manitoba.

An act to amena the act respecting
drainage.

\n act to amena the children’s pro-
tection act o! AManltoba.

An act to amenda the sale of goods
act

An act respecting the study of anat~
omy.

An acte to incorporate the Western
pManitoba Railway company.

An act vesting in the city of \Winal-
peg the property, franchises and ef-
fects of the Winmpeg Waterworks Co.

An act to amend the act o) incor-
poration of the Winmpeg and Fort
Alexander Ratlway compuny.

An act respecting the corporation of
the town of Morris.

A act tu naend an act empower-
i mumaipalities to borrow money tc
pay their macbtedness ‘to the provin-
cial treasurer for seed grain loans.

An act respectingg ‘the corporation of
the town ol Selkirk.

An act to amend the Manitoba joint
stock companies act.

M act Qo guend chapter 1y,700
Vie Wwing an act regpecting the town
of Minnedos.

An act to amend the act respecting
ald to creamerles and cheese factories.

Al wet to amend the act of incor-
poration of the Northwest Commer.
clal Travellers Association of Canadn

A act to incorporate the Wagkadn
and Bastern Rajlway company.

An act to Incorporage the Winnipeg
General Trusts company.

Au aet respecting the Manitoba Mid.
lond and Western Rallway company.

A act for granting certain sums
of money required for defraying cer-
t:t"L expenses of the civil government,
ete.

cAnact respecting the [ortage and
Northwestern Railway company.

\n oot to amend an act to coufer
additusl powers on the executors un-
(Ikiz the will of the late Alexander Me.

ntyre.
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The market has been active this
week and the mining camp trade moro
than usually brick, many steamers
having salled for the north heavily
laden. 1u the produce market, al-
though potatoes are coming in maore
freely It Is generally understood the
demand s limited, and the price Is
well sustained. California  creamery
butter, besldes the small quantity of
local make, is the only vuttor on the
market. It is of good quality and thoe
price is firm. Dairy is about out, that
on hand belug very inferior. Washing-
ton and loéal oggs are quoted at the
same price, and tha market is well
supplied. Caso eggs are out.  Grain
fs very firmm at present prices. Flour
and feed is steady.

Trade circles have been very much
agitatel by the tailors' strike this
week. The journeymecn tallors asked
the boss tailors of tho city of Van-
couver to sign their unlon ticket,
binding them to employ none but union
men and pay union prices. .\l tho
tailors in the city but ane refused to
gign. The time chosen by the journey-
men wag opportiune, as the tram con-
ductors In the city, as well as  the
pulice amd firemen were to have new
suits immediately. The first move of
the merchant tallors was an attempt
to secure journeymen from Seattle;
thus failing, an attempt is being mnade
to seeure working taijors from Win-
nipeg. In the meantime the Trades
and Labor council have endorsed the
action of the strikers and urged all
thuse connected with trades unions, in
the province, to boycott the merchant
tailors of Vancouver.

A mass meeting was b+l this week
to discuss the question of shorter
bhours for clerks. A\ strong resolution
wus passed at & well attended meet-
ing favoring the s'x o'clock closing
of all stores, and o Tull half holiday
on Saturday. The Trades and Labor
Council have endorsed this resolution,

A very important decision has been
given in the case of Taggart vs. Mor-
timer Lamb. Lamb published an ar-
ticle In his journal—The Mining Itec-
ord—to the effect that Taggart was
running a sort of bucket shop. Lamb
sald he meant by that, thas Taggart
was & broker not dealing on a legiti-
mate exchange, his object lLeing to
discredit Taggart as not being a fit
person to belong to the Mining Insti.
tute, an organization of which he was
w wember,  Is lawyor snterpicted o
bucket shop to mean a place where
stock was ostensibly nLought and sold
from blackboard quotation, hut never
delivered. the term “bucket ehop”
meaning that you could carry away
all the stock in the place, in a bucket.
The justicc asked the jury to decide
whether the article published was
harmful to Taggart, and whether it
was true that e was ruuning a
bucket shop, understanding that no
stock had been delivered in two years
since Taggart had opencd his office.
The jury decided that the published
statement was harmful and that
Taggart wasn’t running a bucket shop
as they understood it (presumably
a gambling house.) If this verdict is
established as a precedent, Taggart in
the course of the next few years, will
have many rivals in business as this
case was In a measure a test case,
and looked upon as such in the prov-
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ince among mining brokers.

Tho sdmon canning tegulatious as
recently” revised are not at all satis-
factary to the cauners, and st a ro-
cent meetlug they expressed them-
gselves very forcibly in the matter.
They are angry at the government's
tardy recogultion of their alleged
rights, and point to the fact that
while all is activity on the American
side in preparation for the season, the
Canadian goverpment policy is tend-
ing to cripple the industry. They ask
for more hatcheries, free sulmon trom
the Ameriean traps, and more licenses
for the canners.

Yancouver isto have o big suwmill on
Dead Mauw’s island after all. ‘Phe Cau-
adlan  government having sustained
Ludgate In his lense. Some time ago
Chicago people through Ludgate, of
Peterboro, applied for Dead Maw’s
Island for a saw mill site. The island
is a part of Stanley park, very pletur-
es jue and to full view of the sweli west
end residences, The Canndian govern-
ment leased the island to the Yaukees

for $500 a year. The owners of the
west  end  rosidences  were  very

wrathy naturally, and the city coun-
cll fell in with them, as owing co their

trying \to get the Island
themselves  without  success, they
folt they had Leen  suubbad.

The board of trade also objected, as
most of them were rich westenders.
Mr. Maxwell, svlo was instrumental
as member for Vancouver, in getting
the islatia for Ludgate, told the coun-
cil that the city was favorable to the
lease as a whole. A mwnster meeting
wis cenlled, and it was  found that
about ewght citizens oat of tea, were
willing to  sacrifice scenery for sub-
stanee, that they preferred the muil
amt the money it would bring  the

ity to the indulgence of any scnti-

ment. The fact that the island was
a British naval reserve, or Stanley
Park, or wast end scenery, did not
carry any weight with the ecast end,
am! a great many of the wegt enders
not residents ou the water froat, so
that on the whole the government
have conformed to the wishes of the
greater mass of the people in sustain-
ing Ludgate in the lease. Sir Hibbert
Tupper, bowever, looking at it from
a political standpoint claims that the
government will be sorry they gave
the leas?, as they had no business to
do so, the ownership of Dead Man’s
Island being vested In the imperial
government, not the Canadiun  gov-
ceroment.

The building boom is still on in Van-
couver it is estimated that in the
past twelve months 3500 dwelling
houses have been ereccted, but it is
impossible to-day to getbt o ronted
house eicwept in the far cast end. lu
the west end, where the boom has
developed in its most acute stage,
thiere 18 not a vacant lhouse or store
to be had, but there are so many
tuildings going up that the warning
is beinz continually given by outsid-
ers, “Vancouver is overbuilding: o~
ing nhead too fast. There will be n
reaction”

THE CORBIN RATLIVAY.

A correspondent from British Colum-
bla who asks that l1s name be with-
held, writes to The Commercial as
followst ‘

As o subsariber ana consiant reader
ol your paper, which for many vears
has very accarately reflected the
commercial conditions of jthis prov-
ince, I have been interested {n your
remarks on tho recent action of the
innipeg Boara ot Trado in throwlng




