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BARLBY RAISIN.
This is the first winter in whi--h Mani-

teba bias liad an expert surplus of barlcy
se large that sitiprients te eastern mai--
kots became imperative, and it is to be
feared that the resuits of shipments mnade
will not bo such as ta encourage the rais-
ing of that grain for export in future.
People are too apb te drawv conclusions
from the resulta of firat attempts, althoughi
these attempts may ho very imperfectly
made, and wehiaveno reasan te believe that
in barley raising thera will be au exception.

In another part of our colunins wvill
be faund a latter frei -Mr. Robert Karr,
tra~ffc manager of the 0. P. R., which
indicatcs that there are markets for other
grain than whaat raised in the Northwest',
and that thero la evez-y encouragement
hold out to farmars here to make an effort
te raise prime barleyv as well as wheat.
The lettar is well wortlîy of perusal by
those who, are directly interested, and can
bring influence te bear upon our agricul-
turists.

It is now adniitted by avery ane that
with proper care and cultivation this
country ean raisa heavy crops of the best
whaat produced in the world. Yet we
have a large proportion of our ppople who
cannot ba brought te look upon barley
raising as a success eitber in the quaiity
or financiaily. This mistaken opinion is
based soiely upon tho experience of old
settiers who have given the niatter a
trial, but in fine out of ton cases such a
trial as would inaure failure in amy coun-
tr-7 basides this. Hitharto bar]ey sowing
bas beau sonietliing Jika apastime engaged
in by aur fariners aiter every other class
oi spring work had been completed.
Barley was the grain sowed when it was
ton, ate te put ia aither wheat or ces,
and was depended upon niercly as au item
oi animal feed, ne calculations being made
upan raising anything gond enough for
maiting purpases. It is ae to say that
nmnety per ccnt of the barley sown in this
country up te the prasent time was not
iu the ground Meore the last 'weak in
May, and more than hidi of it nlot ecill
aitar the first of June. Then lu harvesting
thearraagenientshave heen equallycareless
and slipshod. When cut barley in days
gona by was usuaily raked into a Jteap

until it was wanted for tlîreshing, and
even of lato, wheu self.binders have put
it iute ahieaves,-thie work of dhîocking and
stacking was frcquently nover donc, anid
if doue, only when the finish up ttf oery
other part of liarvost work'ailowed leisure.
In spite af ail this carelessuess Jast faîl
barloy was brouglit to the threslier in
iairly gond condition, and it seemed as if-
for once the gooduess oi providence bncI
triuuîphied over the farmer's stupidity and
obstinacy. But the thresber toak si¶les
with the fariner, and the brutal niannar
in which the work ai threshing was done
lias mnade the bulk of tlîe brighest barley
raised last year unfit for nialting purposes,
sa badly lias it been shelled or hulled lu
the aperation. Can anyone wouder that
bar'ey shîipped east this year bringa auy-
thing but a higli figure in easteru markets?

Naw notwithstandipg ail that aid set-
tIers say, -we affirin that this is a barley
country. We do net say that it eau ha
raised every year in the haavy black soul
oi the lower Red River vailey. But wý
have millions oi acres ai Ioaniy lands
where a heavy crop ean bc secured every
yaar, and the quality will depend mainly
upon tha care taken in its cuitivation,
harvest-ng and tlreshing. But then it

has b reuwembered that barley must be
sown almost as early as wheat; must ha
eut as soon as ready, and must receive
special care in shocking, stacking and
threshing. The cool summers, long days
during the turne ai ripening snd short
uights which do not allow of dew- soaking
are ail chimatic advautages in the raising
of this grain, and if fariners will ouly
take as ranch pains with it as they do
with wheat thoy will &have no reason ta
complain about iLs not beiug a 'auccesc;-
fui or reniunerative crap.

But let us look at the question af pro-
fit and a ready market. At prasent ail
kinds ai grain are low in price. Our Ne.
1 bard wheat will sali in Moutreal at
presant at or under $1, and Na. 2 at or
uuder 95c. No. I Barley will seli in the
came market within a few cents of $1,
and No. 2 over 90e. New the iliff6ence
in thie freight ai a bushel ai barley and a
bushel ai 'wheat front titis city te Mon-
treal la fully equal te, the difference in the
price ai the two comniodities there, se
that No. 1 barlay la as valuable in this
city for shipping purposes as No. 1 liard
wheat. The relative prices are nut always
as they are now, but'it la on the average
worth ninaty -per cent. of prime whaat for

shipping purposes in Winnipeg. "Now
the farmner wlîa mises No. 1 bard wheat
year after ycar eau maise No. 1 barloy if
ha will take as mucli care and pains, and
wliero lia taises tlîirty boshels oi the
former ho cati raiiso fifty of the lattez;
With a price par bushel only ten par cèuL.
less, and his yiaîd se, inuch larger his ceuh
returns will ha juat, fifty par cent more
from, bariey titan front wheat. IL migbt
bo worth, a trial by soe ai aur farmers
te raîse sane gond barley during the coin-
ing seasan, and if thsy do so they wlI
repeat the triai or we ara far iristakan.

Tho calculatiaus we have made are
hased upon a market only ln eastern Can-
ada for aur bariay, but with competition
freint ta United States and reasanable
fraigta ta Lte south the chances of bar-
Jey raising heing profitable 'are greatly
increased.

HUDSOI'S BAY RAILWA! COIST RICTIOI.
Thora is a strong probabiiity that the

construction ai the railway freint Manitoba
te the Hudsen's Bay will bc commencad
during the cemitig spring, and that the
work wll ha prosecuted wiLh vigor, and
without let up until cornpleted, unlesa
when sevority ai weather wiIi compel a
cessation af work.

IL is a inattor decided that the work ai
canstructio.i wiil commence front blie bead
ai lake WVinnipeg and bc pushed onward
iu a nartheriy direction until tida-water
navigation on the Nelson iiver is reachod.
There may ha those who will abject ta
titis point ai camutancing construciaiý,
and who think that iL sheuld commence
item thea terminus in titis province and
mova by stages northward. That seifish-
nasa migit, suggast sucit a course tera la
ne doubt, and te the people ai Winnipeg
more titan those ai any aLter place eau
produce selfisit arguments iu iLs favor.
But sitar ail we helieve tha projectora. ai
the road are adopting, the wise and sensi-
ble course, aud aven thosa who see li-
madiate gain ini anothar mMI eventually
be most benefitted by that about te hoe
pursued.

The commencement ai adustruction at
tae heaa ai Laka Winnipeg is. a 'wise

mayae, because by Lte construction ai leua
titan hall ai the vitale road a aummer out-
Jet can ho secured, which wili furnisle a
source ai earning te. the cornpany ln a
very short time, aud commence the prac-
tical test or tae value of uta ouLlet foir

jcommercial purposas.-
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