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Gurrent Catholic Thought.

THE GIST OF 1T,

Save the flag!  Patriots to the resene! The country is in
danger b The common school system is imperilled ™ Phe
coutlict between Light and Darkness is coming on witly o
terrific crash ! Hoary snperstition would lay its pulsied linnd
upon that which is deavestund most sacred iy our institutions !
Sound the alarm ! It is time to stiv men's souls !

What /s the nuttey 2

Ob, those Catholies and those Tutheruns § Those foreign
hierarchies ! Those veclesiastical manifestoes ! ‘Those priestly
gathermgs t Those political perturbations ! Those malignang
plottmys ¢
What are they plotting—the overthrow of the Constitution »
No.

Do they want to estublish a State chureh »

No.

Are they secking to abolish the public school ~ystem ¢
No—-they say not.

Are they clunoring for a division of the school fund ?
No—they disclnim that.

Do they want to keep the people in ignorance ?

No—we can't say that, becanse they are building schools.
Do they want to abolish Christianity and destroy religion ?
Well, no—on the contrary, they wish to teach religion.
What is the matter, then 2 What do they want to dv ?
They want——that is
What is it ?

They want tv be tet alone !

HBook Rebieus,

Report of the Mowal Commiseion on the Mineral Jtesonrces of Ontario .
Priuted by order of the Legistutive Assembly,

The Government of Ontario has issued in a fine volume
the very comprehensive Report of the Commisston lutely up-
pointed to inquire into the nuneral resources of the Province,
und the best measures for their development.  The Report.
treats at length in scctions upon the geology of the Provinee,
mining kaws and regulutions, the intluence of connnercial con-
ditions upon the mining industry, the smelting of ores, etc.,
and the measures for aiding and encouraging mineral develop-
ment.  The vohune is supphed with o geological map of
Ontario, and muny diagrams and illustrations, 1t gives, be.
sides, the evidence taken by the Commissiorers, and an 1p-
pending containing x vast wnount of information. I bind-
ing as well us in - the arrangement and method of the publiea.
tion, this Report is much in advance of the ordinary Govern-
ment blue-book ; and the diffusion of so much valuable know.
ledge respecting the development of the vast, and uas yet
mainly dormant, mineral wealth of the Province, must prove
of great public henetit,

St Brigid, dbbess of Kildare, by Mrs. Atkisson ; Loudou, Eugland,

Catholic Truth Society.

The Catholic I'ruth Saociety of England Las republished
Mys. Atkinson's sketeh of the life of thiy venerated Irish saint.
It appeared in a somewhat more extended form in the Irish
Monthly.

The Sucred Heart Library, piblished by Rev. R. S, Dewey, S. J., of

.l\.lmruy(r uf the Sacred Heart, 113 South Thivd street, Philndelphia,

('

The quarlerly issue treats of the Tunnaculute Heart of
Mary from the original Halian considerations of Futher John
Peter Pinnmonti, of the Society of Jesus.  The book before
us is a4 new tramslation with appendix notes, reference and
contents. 1t 15 full of entertaining reading mutter of u
religious churacter.

We would advise the Rev. Clergy, Nuns, and our readers
generally, when they are requiring Church Ornaments or
Religious articles to write or call on Desaulnier Bros & Co.,
Montreal. for Catalogue and Price List,

PICTURES OF THE SACRED HEART.

‘Turie may bo ciremustanees of place und time and persons
which wonld forbid the use of n representation of the Sacred
Heart, which to the devoutly renred Catholies is full of davo-
tionut meuning. The tenor of the Bull of Urban V1L jg,
that only snch images are to be made use of m Catholic wor-
ship and for purposes of devotion as will increase piety and
reverence for the sucred things of Gad. Hence, all those
extravagant vepresentations of the Spered Heatt in which g
distorted imagination adds numberless details, imcompatible
aliko with. trne devotion and cotamon sense, shonld be sup.
pressed.

In some cuses the Chuvel makes n distinction between
pictures used in public worship und such as muy lawinlly
civeulate nmong the faithfal with g view of inereasing their
devotion.  Hence not every representation npproved as rightly
expressive of Cutholic devotion ig thevefore a suitable subject
for the altar.  An example of this is the well-known sytbol
of the two hearts representing the Sacred Heart of Qur” Lord
and that of His- Immaculute Mother, the latter with sword
plercing it and surrounded by w wreuth of roses. The S.
Congregation was asked whether this emblem could be ap.
proved and tolerated. “The objeet of the question, which
came from s professor of theology in ane of the French Sem.
inaries, was upparently 1o ascertain whether the faet that
these two hearts were joined together ard surronnded by the
same circle of rays did not convey the idea as if the two per-
sons of Our Divine Lotd and His Bl. Mother suftered no dis-
tinction. The S. Congregation unswered that, while the re-
presentation was perfectly lawfal for private devotion, it could
not be placed upon the altar.

The reason of the distinction will be Plain if we keep in
view the object of images in Catholie worship ; for, whilst no
well informed Catholic wonld mis.understand the meuning of
the picture, as if it expressed cquulity of worship due to our
Lord and His virgin mother, it nught he falsely construed by
others. It will be more easy to understand this cantion if we
keep in mind the object of images in Catholic worship. Thig
cbject is on the one hand to edify, on the other to instruct.
Many representations especially those of n symbolic charucter,
will elieit devout thouglits in him who by reason of u previous
disposition readily enters into the spirit of the davotion which
they vetleet.  'The others they are meaningless, and sometimes
do even positive violence to thenw natnral though probably
untrained feeling of reverence.

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT.

‘The canons of Ecclesiastical discipline statd that the Blessed
Sacrament is not to be publicly exposed exeept for grave
reasons and with the permission of the Ordinary. By universal
sanction and Jocal statute certain days are set apurt in every
diocese, on which the BI. Sacrament may be publicly exposed,
provided there is « sufliciently large gathering of the faithful,
and nothing wanting to perform the suered function with due
solemmity as regards litmgical chant, hght, meense, vestments,
servess, and whatever else is preseribed by the rvubrice of the
Ritnal.  In the United States solenm exposition of the BI.
Sacrament is peritted in every church and in the oratories
of Religious. ou all Sumdays and holy-duys of obligation ; on
all feasts of double nite I and I1 clugs, even though they are
not holy-duys of obligation ; during the octave of Corpus
Christi { twice every week in Lent : on ciach duy during the
time of a mission ; on the feast of the Sacred Heart ; during
the Forty Hours' devotion ; every day during the month of
Uctober 1 conjunction with the Rosary devotions ordered by
the present Sovereign Pontiny ; linally, on all such days as the
Ordinary may desighate or sanction,

Gardelling, in hig conumentary on the Clementine Instrue-
tion. dwells with emphasis upon the restrictions of the Sov-
ereign Pontiff und the Sucred Cougregations by which pastors
of churches are warned against the too frequent public ex-
positionof the M. Bl. Sacrament, lest the reverence duc tothe
Sacred Mystery be thus lessened instead of being increased.



