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men for nothing could be bettor devised
than the prosent mode of oporation; s0
fully persuaded has Colonol Robertson-
Toss boen of its vailue that ho has provided
at his own exponse a special prize in order
to provoke dus emulation. Tho publication
of this list must be extromely gratifying to
tho Volunteeis who live compoted, and
quite as much to the people of Canndaas it
shows they bave a military force of which
they may well feel prond and 2 Ileadquar
tor Ntaft thoroughly alive Lo its progressive
development.  Within this year two remaik-
able events, which in any other country
would make an important era in its history,
have occurred—the summmer cumpagn of
wanocurres and the organization of the ex-
pedition to Fort Garry under Major Scott,
‘'he successful issue of both, is due to the
energy of the Adjutant General and the
zealous intelligent co-operation of the
Headquarters Staff.  Fhis, list shows how
» well the duty confided to his subordinates
is performed, and it is vory evident that the
manchinery of the Canadian army is set 4n
motion and kept going by né ordinary mind
orhand, ‘I'he value of these competitive
shooting matches can be measured by the
fact that every winner ol a prizo is justone
in fifty of those who competed, so thatin a
very few years we will be enabled to count
our trained marksmen by thousands. An
- oxtension of these principles so us to include
a Canadian Wimbledon is 2 step yet before
us, as is also that of sending o detachment
overy year to contend at Wimbledon in
England. We haye no need to fea. for the
success of an experiment as long as it is
managed with such enlightened zeal, energy
and judgment.
fIitherto the gfforts at training our people
to the use of the rille as a weapon for He-
fensive purposes were desultory and carried
out by local rifle associations, with any bore
vifles; on the 2nd September, 1870, & Gen-
eral Order (No. 27) was issued from llead
quarters at Ottawa reducing it to a »ystem,
and it had been previously laid down that
the Government rifle would aloune Le allow-
ed. 'The vanges under wiich the competi.
tion should be made were defined as follows
by pragraph 17:—%Tn order that there
jay be no misunderstanding about the car-
rying out of the annual course of target
practice while, in camyp, it is directed that
tho target at 200 and 303 yards shall be
four feet wide, bull's éyes cight inches square,
and cenlre tico feel squave; from 400 to 600
yards inclusive the target shall be six feet
. wide, bull's cyes tcw feel, and centres four
feet square ; Bull's eye to count four, ceubie
threc, and onder fiwo, ab all ranges.” Itis
under those conditions that the competition
was carried on the ranges, as prescribed by
@General Order (No. 26) of 26th August,
1870, limiting them to 200, 400 and GOV
yards—five rounds at each range. Cavalry
_and Field Batteries firing at the two first
only with carbirica—the position at 200 yards

heing standing and any pesition withont
vests at the remainder.
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Os the 12th of October orders wery issued
to propare n reinforcement of 200 men with
a proper proportion of officers for the garri
son nt Fort Garry, Tho force was organized
by contingents from the Military Districts of
the Provinces of Ontavio and Quebec, con-
centrated at Collingwood on tho 20th and
sniled on the ovening of the following day,
with full equipment and six months provis-
ions, for Thunder Bay, arriving there on tho
a5th. A distance of 441 miles of alternate
water and land travel iutervened Lo
twoen tho forco and their destination; of
this 134 miles had to be mavched over, the
remainder boing navigablo for launches and
boats, The seaz had also tobe takeninto
consideration; frost sels in ewly on the
hoight of land Adividing tho waters of the
Arctic Sea “rom the great Lakes, anditis
particularly dangerous so late m the autumn,
yetall this was faced; the distance from
Thunder Bay to Shebandowan, 44 miles, was
passed over in two marches; Deux Riviere
Portage was passed on tho 1st of November
(this point is 117 miies from Thunder Bay),
the north west angle of tho Lake of the
Woods on the 13th, and the troops marched
into Yort Garry at ncon on the 18th, the
whole time occupied between Collingwoad
and Fort Garry being 28 days. ‘The detach-
ment were in perfeet health, no casuality
had oceurred, and although tho service was
very severe nothing happened to detain the
force although for over 220 miles ico had to
bo ecncountered in & greater or less degree,
the entire distance traversed from Colling
wood being 975 miles. As the whole of this
remarkable operation was quietly and un
ostentatiously conducted it afforded no
ground for the display of the peculiar litera-
ture of theage; thosewellwritten historittes,
narratives or letters, from the military cor-
respondent, smart officers, or our own special
which has £o0 often excited general interest
by the marvellous extent of the writer's at-
tainments, the magnitude of his acchieve-
ments or the ubiouity with which he was
gifted. This train of thought is naturajly
suggested by the occurrencesof the memor-
able year 1870 of which, this very line of
ronte was the theatre and of which the
world has had the benefit of two well writ-
ten historical notices, tho notorious * Nara
tive” in Blackiwood s Magazine, of which the
commanding officer of the first expedition
issad o have been theauthor, and the “Red
River Expedition,”” by Captain Iuyshe, o
member of his Staff, A comparison of what
waa lrcnlly done on that occasion with what
has been done on this will shew some startl
ing effects of the difference between the
mode of moving troops under a distinguish-
ed officer of tha British army and the Cann
dian Militia Department. ‘The first detach
ment of the expedition, under Colonel (now
Mrjor.General) Sir Grant Wolseley, sailed
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from Collin;'-\\:ood on the 14th Aay, 1870,
and the advanco of thoe expedition reached
Fort Garry on the 2Hh August—timo 10

| days, It is truc that sinco thuw remarkable

nchievement considerable 1mprovements
have beer mado on the route, butin overy
case tho detachment lately transporied ove:
it carried their own bouats, provision and
cquipage nt the portages, so tha., as fur as
actunl toil was concerned a fair shavo fell to
thom in addition to the difficultics experienc
ed in pujling boats through tho ice. The
author of the * Narrative’ has glorified tho
management of the expedition w ler Col.
Wolseley. It is cvident that lately com-
manded by Major Scott has proved that the
route could be traversed in a littlc over one-
fourth of tho timeand with far less. labour
outsido the force. ‘Lhe first expedition,
besides the- military force, had over TS0
voyageurs und laborers, thelalter hiad mere-
ly the equipment of the line nol exceeding
twenty mea at any portage.

The difference i3 simply to Le traveid to
tho fuct that Mujor Scott and his men
thoropghly understood what they wore
about when engaged in transporting them-
sclves, baggage and supplies over o rough
countyy, and that Culonel Wolscley had to
learn how it should be done, being too con-
fident in bis own powers to trust the Cana-
dian officers under his command, too seli-
sufficient to learn from them, and too selfish
to acknowledgo the services of themselves
or the Provincial svldiers under their com
mand. We commend to our English friends
tho very useful lesson this item of our ex-
perience affords, it will be valuable 1n every
aspect, as it shows how thoroughly well ot-
ganized our military force 15, with what fu
Ality our Staffand Militia Department can
concentrate a body of troops (for it would
have occupied 10 more time to collect ten
times the amount), and how quickly tiey
can be equipped ; we need not say one word
in reference to their marching power—
twenty-five miles per diem would not materi
ally injure them and they care nothing
about exposure. ‘The promptitude with
which this detachment was organized speaks
more fully to the value of our militia system
than the most laboured exposition, and it
shows what cnergy, power of concentration
and discipline is contained in our Mlitia
Department and Military Staff; the whole
working machinery of which i confined to
our military chief swith three or four subor
dinates. We hawe uwo expensiwve Control,
yet our troops are always supplied with
everything they require: no military train,
yet transport is never wanted, and if oblig-
ed to take tho field in earnest avery short
preparation, indeed, would suffice to place
tlie whole of our aclive force under arms.
Canadz has good reason to be proud of her
soldiers and her Militia Dopartment.

TR ERE
Tue present age is un eminently progres
sive one, may bestyled that of “hard faots™
in opposition to ideas; in fact, so thorough-



