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ANNUS IR

There's a stain of blood in the wintry &Ky -
‘Fhere's a sertit of B'owmd 1 the freseing air-
Tho hollow blast goes maoaning by,
Sick with tts burden of despair.

For the leash las bedis slipped trom the dugs of

war,
Aud thelr muzzles ave rod with humai gores
Amd fast by the coucll of the dy iy car
unther the phantoms of Waoe and FPear

Whois to blame, that & world so tiie
Writhes (n thethroes eof £ monstertleth ?
Who is to blame, that a crimson glaye
Maocks ut the gloom of a shaddring carth ?
Whots toblame? Alvme! 1 wot.
Saxon or Gand it wlters net,
Neverwas lacking to Adani’s seed,
A ghb eneuse for aseltssh dewd,

Year that has teablena Hloady path,
Flhutiting thy bantierof empty orhige,
Year that has crushed i thy frengied wreath
Leglons of vicuns who forht and died
Dark fs thy record to eyves that mourn,
Hatefn! thy nome to the widowed byeast,
Draintng its milk for the aursiing burn
Mid the Lorpors that haigg vit thilucaw ful ¢ st

God still rejgnette, mnd we who wail,
Weary with vigil, but not disinased..

Beat ot the bars of the erystal gate,
Joptng and rusting in mores's abd;

Hoping to welcome the sway of Peace,
‘Trusting tho promise of days 1o come,

AW Hen the angry biare of the tramn shall e -ase,
And thie wall of thie perisbing raais be dumd,

————— —

A FEW WOURDS OX CAND.A.

BY A CANADIAN.

—

[CoxTizven.]

‘This datlicuity has not resulted in incon-
venienco as yet, for the reason that Cana-

dians have not forgotten the traditivns of

their fathers, and the new Llood infused has
not lessened the martial spirit of the people.
considerable portion of the population is
naturally iaclined to the profession of arms,
and it 15 not surptising that Cansla has
utilized this element Ly aceepting voluntary
offers to serve in hey army. instoad of drasw.
ing indiscriminately by ballot {rom the ranks
of the reserve.

By selecting those portions of tho year
within which the men composing the ruyal
corps can best be spued from their indus
trial pursnits, much has been cfiected i the
way of drill.  Thedays intervemng between
the spring work and hay harvest, and after

the fall sced hias been putin, aie the brief

periods best saited for tais purpose, aud tho
few days thus to be spent in camp, can be,
and is, 1o & great extent, looked forwaid to

as a scason of comparutive relaxation from

the more lalorious occupations wuident to
agricultural pursuits in Canada. N

The active Militia, as now orgamuzed, 1s
made up entirely of men who have volun-
tarily joined the foree, so that no neccessity
has yetarisen *» ke usoe of the baliot in
providitg reacs to take tho plac - of those
who have comipleted their periuds of service
from timé to tme. Itis theretore evident that
the military spant ot the people is fully equal
to the requitements of the law as tegands
primary organization and dnll, and s fur
to suppose that, should the necessity for o
more extended period of continwous annual
drill bo acknowledged by Parhiument, the
samo spint of patriotism which ammated
the men in brmgmg the organization to its
present development,.will tend to keep the
ranks filled by voluntary enrolinent.

‘Uhe Reserve Militia is, however, the back-
bone of the organization, as addutonal mcen,
required to il the ranks of and supplement
the present active force, must :u cases of
necessity be drawn from the reserve. The
necessary machinery to enable this to be ef-
feotively done, i« therefore kept in working
order from time to time.

‘Tho different stages of progress m organi-
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zation muy be stated bLriefly as follows:  Af-
ter the war of 181215 tho militia was in a

‘yuiescent state, the population was sparse
|nnd limited jn number.  The country new
and undeveloped, demanded the cuncentra-

I'tion of the energias of the people in other

'pursuits. ‘The revollion of 1837 S attracted

,attention for a time, bat being crushed no
stops were tuken towards permanent orga-
nizttion until 1846, but then the money re-

sowmces of the country wero not considored
suflicient to warrant expenditure, and very

‘tittle was done prior to 1836, Then a small
active foree was organized, aml tho strength
added to from time to time, until 1861, when
, the war of the rebellion in the United States
and the seizureof the steamer Trent, having
Messes, Mason and Slidel on board, awalken-
ed us to the nccessities of the times, and
found us with an activo foree numbering nut
.more than 12,009, andwith a nulitia in other
respects entirely untrained.  The Imperial
Government, impressed with the urgency of
the situation and the want of preparation
for defensive messures in Canada, took

"active and effective steps to indicate tous
the duties free government unposed.

' Quoting the words used by the Duke of
Nesveastle in his despatch to Lord Monck,
'under date 21st August, 1862:

I s e growing importance of the Colony,

tand its attachment tofrecinstitutions, make
it every day more essential that it should

, possess in itself that without which free in-
stitutionscannot be secure—adequate means

tof sclf defence. ‘The adequacy of those

tmean is materially influenced by the pecu
hiar position of the country. Its extent of!

Hrontier is such that it can be safe only when

tits population capable of beuring arms, is
ready and competent to fight.  That the

population is ready, no one will ventore to
jdoubt ; that it cammot he competent is vo
less certain, until it has received that orga.
nization, and acquired that habit of discip.!
line which constitute the difierence between:
|a trained force and an armed mob.

I #"The main dependence of such 3 country
musi be upon its own people.  The irregu-
tlar forces which can be tormed from the

'population know tlia passes of the waoods,
"are well zequainted with tho country, its
"roads, its rivers, its defiles, and for defensivo
Iwarfare (fr aggression they will never be

'wanted), would Le far more available than

regular soldiors.

“Itisin time of peace that prehuminay

2 measures of defence should i ¢ perfected, so‘
that in the event of war they may be found
so far ready as to ensure that an enemy
shall not ohtain a footing in the country be-
fore auid is forthcoming from other portionsi

of the Empire.”’

In 1803 additions weie made to the,
strength of the activ - force under an improv-,
erll urganiztion, so that in 1866, when the,
 Fenians muwde their st attempt to cross
vur border, we litd mado such progress as
(to enable us to place men in the ficld, who,
although defective as aegards equipment, |
had courage and discipline to carry them,
safely through; and adverung to the ef-)
fectiveness of the force as then organized ;
the Adjutant General, (Col. MacDougal,) in
his report on the stato of the M:litia for 1566,
S9ys

* On Lis fust attvad g Canada the Adju-
tany Goueral was disposed to undervaluetho
impoortanco of the existing Volunteer Force.

*¢ Experience Las convinced him that both
as regards material and spitit, and also as
regards proficiency in drjll, acquired under
great disadvntiges, that forco is of great
value.

. names of Corps.

[Froruany 27, 1871.

** A moro severe test of the efliciency of
the Volunteer system for defencn could not
Liave been applied than that which was fur.
nished by tho circumstances of last winter,
aud in no respect hasit been found wanting
but, on the contrary, fully equal to the calls
made upon it.

“During the past autumn and winter an
uneasy feeling was naturally produced along
tho whole of the frontier bordering on the
United States by the preparations and
threatened inscursions of the Fenians, which
was not allayed by the measures adopted by
the Government in November of placing 500
Volunteers on service at Windsor, Sarnia,
Niagara and Prescott.

“In these circumstances all the local
Volunteer Corps along the frontier line
showed an excellent sphit, and the alacrity
with which they turned out spontaneously 10
defend the lives and properties of their fel-
low citizens at those pomts most exposed to
anticipated raids, when those raids appeared
immnent, is worthy of the highest com-
mendation, -

“On the Tth March, 1866, the Adjutant
General, on his way from Ottawa to Mont
real, received at Xemptville, at four o clock,
p.m., a teJegraphic message from the Hon
orable the Minister of Militia as. follows :

* Messace.

¢ Orrawa, March Tth, 1866.
“To Colonel McDougall,

*Call out ten thousand (1U,000) men o
Valunteer Force. Send me by telegraph
They must be out in
twenty-four (24) lhours, and for threa (3)
weeks and whatever further time may be
réquived. Telegraph direct this evening
from Prescott to Brigade Majors and Oflicers
commanding such Corps as you think most
desirable to bo in readiness to move on your
oiders to-morrow.

Y(Signed), Jonx A. MacvoNatn.

* By making use of the Post Oflice van,
the Adjutant General was cnabled, in the
course of the journoy to despatch messages
and letters to the Militia Staff Officers of the
several districts, prescribing the quota to be
furnished in each district. On the arrival of
tho train in Montreal at midnight answers
were received from all the districts announc
ing that arrangements wers in progress;
and by 4 o'clock p.m., on the following day

i (Sth), it was reported to the Adjutant Gen-

eral that the total number of 10.Uu0 men
were assembled at their respective head-
quarters waiting further orders.

“ By the afternoon of Saturday, tho 10th,
that distribution was effected without mis-
tako and without accident, which, consider-
ing tho great distances and the scattered
nature of the Voluntcer force in thie country
parts, reflects great credit on the zeal and
alacrity of the Staff Officers of the different
districts, and on tho spiritand loyalty of the
men composing the force,

“Tho country too is greatly indebted to
the managers of the difterent railroads for
their invaluable hearty co-operation, which
could alono have cnabled the military au-
thoiities satisfactorily to cirry out their
plans, and the promptaess with which every
service was exccuted and thoe entire absence
of casualty, speak volumes for the efficient
management of the lines.

It is quite certain that in place of the
10,000 men called for, 30,000 could have
been mustered within 48 hours ; and, in.
deced, when the returns wero roceived o fow
days after of the strength of the companies
on services, it was found that the number
called for by the Govornor General had been



