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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOA.

OONDUCTED BY 8. JOON DUNCAN-CLARK.

Worwp’s C. E. Praver Cuawx, Sopsxcr yor Marcm.—For
the young converts who have recently been brought to Christ, that
they may bo atrong, unselfish, winsome Cbristians, and that they
may begin at once to show theirlove to Christ by working foy Him.

Daily Readings.
KEEPING OUR PLEDGE.

First Day—It means trusting—JIsa. xii. 1.6,

Second Day—It means working—1 Bam. xii. 20.25.

Third Day—It means perassvering—Luke ix, 57-62.

Fourth Day—It means remembering—Ps. cxix. 97-104,

Fifth Day—It means helping—Job xxix. 1-25.

Sixth Day~—It means praying—2 Kings xix. 14-19, 35.

Paavze Mzrrixe Torio, Mar. 15.—KzErine oUrR Prkpox 1N
SeIr1T AND 1N LELLER.—Matt. xxvi, 3241,

A favorite anvcdote with some of our old-time preachers was
. of a wag taking the sign intended for a wood worker's shop, ** All
kinds of twisting and turning done here,” and placing it over the
door of a meeting-house, whoss pastor, as Mrs. Partington says,
dispensed with the Gospel. Aptas this doubtless wss, theso isa
good deal of twisting and turning besides that which is done by
those who are bent on making the B ‘e conform to their own
band-made theology.

Do you ever, dear Endeavorers, twist and turn your vows, a3

Cbristian, to make them fit your_ worldly inclinationa? The
devotes of doubtfal pleasures declares that she believes God wants
us to do the things that give us most enjoyment, and straightwey
chooses her plessures, not, however, because she believes God
wants ber to do these things, dut because she wishes it heraelf.
In ghort, we have only to look about usand observe some of the
peorle who are complaisantly wearing the name Christian, to be
convinced that people make it mean anything or nothing, acoord-
ing to what they want it to mean. In a good many soocieties the
Budeavor pledge bas become 50 badly bent to fit the crooked lives
of those who have taken it, that it has ceased to bo a tower of
atrength. Aroyou in the habit of adding to the promise to *‘do
whatsoever He wotld like to have you do,”” the concluzion that,
of cource, He would like to have you do as you please; or that
calling out the number of a hymn, or rattling off a veras in which
yon haven't & particle of heart, is taking & part in the prayer-
meeting? 1If you are, I am afraid there has been some twisting
and turning down here.

¢The best thiogabout the Christian Endeavor movement,”
says Tke Interior, **is what is most frequently criticised, the
pledge. It is worth a good deal for a young person te learn that
life does not consist of general purposos to do about right, but of
apecific convictions and stera resolutions. There is no use of try-
ing to be a nebala where God needs stars. The world needs com-
pacted men, men who have come to definite conclasions, and who
moan toatand by them and are pot afraid to ssy so. A man
cannot sell a horss without coming to a point as to his value and
what he will take for him. A ycong woman canzot get married
until aho make up ber mind to say cither yea or no, and to <y it
decidodly for all time.  * Il Jehovah be God,’ sxid Joshas, *serve
Him-' n

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

COXDUCTED BY 3. JORN DUNCAN-CLARK.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lessox XI.—Teacming ABouT PRAYER—MAR. 135.
(Lxke xi, 3-13)

Gororx Txxr.—** Ask, and b shall be given you ; 8oek and yo
;1,11 £ind ; knock and it ahall be opened unto you.”—Luke xi. 9.

Crxxtaar, TaGTR.—Prayer.
ayer, V. 1-4.
arable, v. 5 8.

Tecepts, v. 2-10.
Tomise, ¥. 11-13,

Tz axD Prack—A.D. 29, ia Peres; Jesus on His way to
Jerzaalem,

IxT20DTCTORY.—Thers ate 00 rocorded events between tho last
lowon and this one. The intarval was probably short. The
acoonntin Linke X. 33-43 of Jeens' visit to Martha and Mary at
Bathany seoms properly 2o beloog aftar Luke xiil., as the virit
donbtless occurred near the end of the journay which Jesus was
vow.making through Pexes to Jerumlem.

Axiztes.—Oar Lord's

886

VeRrix py Vense.—V. 1. “ As Ifo wad praying.”—Luke ia the
Gospoel of the Son of Man, and so tells us more voncerning the
prayers of Christ than any one of tho other three. If the Maater
needed to be 20 frequently in prayer, how much more the disciples
¢ Lord teach us to pray.”’—Tho disciples realized that there was
something in the prayers of Jesus which their prayers did not
possess.  Thoy wiseed to prevail in prayer as Ho did, and they
went to Him for teaching. Let ua also enter Christ's achogl of
prayer, and learn tho secret of tonching the Throne, and opénlng
the gates of Heaven.

V. 2. *“When yo pray, say.”—Christ taughs His disciples to
pray, but Ho never taught them to preach. 1t is more important
that you shonld be able to hold converae with God, than that you
should be able to speak to the peopls; for it by prayer yon can
enter into touch with Him, eud hear His voice, you need fear no
difficulty when you come to deliver His message. The following
beautiful paraphrase of the Lord's P'rayer is quoted from Barnard
in the S.S. Lesson Illustrator,—

““ OUR FATHER”—by right of creation, by bountiful provi-
sion, by gracious adoption; ‘*“ WHO ART IN HEAVEN "—the
throus of Thy glory tho temple of Thine angela ; * HALLOWED
BE THY NAME by the thoughts of our hearts, by the words
of our lips, by the work of ourbhands; *“ TRY KINGDOM COME
of providencs to defend us, of grace to refine us, of glory o crown
us; “THY WILLBEDONE ON EARTHASITISIN HEAVEN »
toward us withont resistance, by us withont compulsion, vniver-
sally without exception; ** GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAIILY
BREAD"—ot necessity for our bodies, ot eternal lile for our

. souls; ** AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES "—against the

commands of Thy law, against the grace of Thy Gospel; “As WE
FORQIVE THOSE THAT TRESPASS AGAINST US"—by
Jefaming our characters, by embezzling onr propvty, by abusing
onr persons; “ AND LEAD US NOTINTO TE: TATION, BUT
DELIVER US FROM EVIL “—of over-whelming affliction. of
worldly enticement, of error’asedaction, of sinfulaffections; “FOR
THINE IS THE KINGDOM AND THE PUWER AND THE
GLORY FOREVER"—Thy kingdom governs all, Thy power
subdces all, Thy glory is aboveall ; * AMEN "—as it I8 in Thy
purpose, 50 it is in Thy promises, a0 be it in our prayers, so shall
it be to Thy praise.

V. 5.8. This parable is intended to teach earnestness aad
importunity in prayer. The selfiah friend is not compared, bat
rather contrasted with the loving Father. The argument is, if
persistent importunity would win from a aclfish man the gifts
required, how much more shall the heart of the Father bstouched
by the parsevering prayers of His believing children.

V.9, ““Ask . . sock . . knock.”—Pray earnesily, persistently,
perseveringly. It wasonly whem Abraham stopped pleading for
the cities of Sodom that the Lord weat His way. Gen. xriii. 33.
It was not until the word came, *¢ Thereixnot a vessel more,” that
thenilatayed. 2 Kingsiv. 6. Oh, when ahail we leatn to ** 81l our
mouths with great words and utter prayer fit for heaven ?” Never
did God say, ** There is no more 0il ;” it is always man that nays,
¢ There is no moro room.”

V. 11, 12.—Thuas the gifts Satan beatows have some likeness to
to object which the beart of man aceke, but are ustless as is the
atone, or fatal as the serpent or tho scorpion. Human fathers do
not give zuch gifty, and yet bow often wo deem the brexd God
gives, aatone, the fith, a sarpent, and the egg, a scorpion, totally
misonderstanding the character of His best gifts.

V. 13. God's promises show that difficalties are meant -to
inorease faith, not to discoursge us. God means prryar to be
answered. Failure is always with us, never with Him.

By War or IrvcstraTiox.—* Every one that asketh receiveth.”
QOace during his latt days, when Spurgesn retumed from Men,
tono, he inquired aboat the treasary of the Orphanage at » meet-

jog of the dexcons. He was laughingly told he would have to

**work another miracle” for thero was but a amall balance left.

*Let us axk oar Hoavenly Fathor for what we waot.” They

kndltacd prayed. Rising, Sporgoeon said, ** Now lot us see what

wo can do oursslves.” He ook a shaet of paper, wrote down $259,

aad passed it to his nearest neighbor. When it returned to him it

contained a prowmiss of $2,50). Roturaing to his home and cross-

ing the hall to his stady ho beard the servant zay, *No ones can

ses the mater to-night,” xnd a voice ian reply remozatrating.

* What iz the matter there?” mid Spargecn. **Ok1 Mr. Spur-

geon,” the gentlemazn said, **I havs comoe & long way Lo see you.

1 promised whem in 1ndia to give $3,500 to yoar Orphanage, and

I hava broaght you the uoney.” The firat latter Spurgeon opsaed
thenaxt rzovaing contained also $3,500. Hers was $9,000 inlecs
than twaaty-four bours to & man who dared to **ask,
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