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sod usefulnoss of a regularly constituted Pres-
Bytery, by the name and style of the “ Scorcn
PresBYTERY OF HALIFAX,” or by any other
pame your venerable Assembly may judge
proper.

“ And your Memorialists, as in duty bound,
shall ever pray, &c.”

{Signed by the ministers mentioned at
eommencement.)

As we believe this document will amply re-
pay perusal, we offer no apology for taking up
so much space by its insertion. It may ovcur
to many readers of this, unacquainted with the
particular laws of our Church, to ask what
need of mentioning such trifling mattexs as
the amount of stipend, and the validity of the
bond, in a memarial of such importance to the
highest Court of our Church. The Church of
Beotland, with bezoming zeal for its xespecta-
bility, takes cognizance of the position of every
olergyman urnder her jirisciction; by en act
of her Genera! Assembly no preacher in her
oonnection, except for foreign parts, is ordain-
ed as minister uniil the Church hes sufficient
guarantes that a salary is provided which
shall enable him ever to maintain réspectably
that high position he holds, as one of her
ministers. As these ministers were praying
for recognition by the Church of Scotland, it
was neczssary they should show that they held
positions worthy of her,

. The above Mentorial was transmitted to the

: late Dr. Mearns, of King's College, Aberdeen,

. 0 be by him lid before the first meeting of

; the General Assembly. And the Presbytery,

' after yesolving to meet at Pictuu on the second

i day of June next, adjourned. At which date

| there occurred an event, tog often inevitableat

: the ttime. Oalytwo membersappeared
at the meeting, and the Presbytery could not be

. copatituted, and become defunct. In such
; circumatances it was rather an advantage than
; otherwise, that no hgher Court had givea
; them .2 constitution as a Presbytery; bad it
been eo, another application was needed, and
3 remewal of the power to constitute again
their Presbytery must be had.  But having, of
themselves, assumed the name and powers of
a Presbytery, "y the same power they could,
at auy tuture |, sxiod, resuscitate the decayed
body. Accordingly we find, that after being
without a Presbytery for five months, this
Court again sprung into life in Pictou on the
10th day of November, 1824. Rurn.

T T——

(Tor the *“Monthly Record.™)
Preshytery of Pictou.

At St. Andrad’s Churck, Pictox, the
11th day of January, 1859 ; which
day the Presbylery mek, in hune
effectum, at the call of the Alodera~
tor, as resolved last meding, and
was constitufed. Sederunt, dic.

A deputation appeared from Gairloch and
Ja;lt Springs, and stated that they had written

THE COURCH OF BCOTLAND

Rev. Mr. McKay, of Belfast, according to the i
decision of «Presbyteri', on the 7th December, 3
and that Mr. McKay had in reply,in a private |4
letter, promised to accept of their call,
After remarks from members, the Presby- i§
tery, secing the trouble the congregation had i
already been put to, and _the ignorance of i3
many in reference to the law of our chureh
on this point, agrecd to accept this létter as @
equivelent to an acceptance of presentation, &
At the same tine, the{ express their decided
opinion that until the laws of our chureh are
strictly adhered to, troubles will continue to i§
exist,  ‘They, therefore, uppoint the Rev. A. 5
Pollok to draw up.a statement of the laws and J
forms of the. Church of Scotland on this mat-
ter as pract cable in this country, and publish
it in the Montkly Record, for the instruction g
of the various ongregations.
The Presbytery, in accordance with the fore- g
going resolution, appoint the Rev. A. W. 8
Herdman to preach at Salt Springs on the §
24th January, 2nd moderate in 2 call in favor g
of Mr. McKay, and the Rev. James Mair to §
reach at Gairloch 6n the 2d day of February, §
or the same purposs. :
Closed with prayer.

Jaxzs Maig,
Presv’y Clerk. §

In reference to the shove, we may remark, B
that the port of the Church laws, veferring to §
the settlement of ministers, occupies jfourfeen i
pages of “Hill's Practice in the Church §
: Courts,” and it is questionable, whether ity
! would be desirable or useful to publish such 2 §
lengthy document, pure and simple, in the §
onthly Record. Besides, the editor of af
church periodical wouid not relish the respon-
sibility of making sdaptations to the circum- ¥
stances of our church here in so important s §
matter as its laws. When such adaptations §
come to b discussed, there will necessarily be g
a great diversity of opinion. It would be well g
if the Presbytery, and perhaps better, if the i3
Synod, would appoint & committee to revise ;
our laws, upon the simple principle of chang-
ing nothing but what is rendered absolutely §
necessary by our altered circumstances as & @
church, supported by the voluntary contribu- §
tions of the people, and taking root in a coun- P
try thousands of miles away from the dear old 3
{atherland, of the spirit, histcry and institutions
of which our church inevitably partakes. i

‘We understand that the Church in Canade,
25 well as we, has met with difficulties in this J§
important part of its action, and propose grap- B
pling with them by drawing up a scheme of
procedure, as much, we presume, in accordance
with the ancient laws of the Church of Scot-
1and as possible. For, though, like ourselves,




