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vecoption. How strongly the prophets de.
nounced this error, and how completely they
aet at naught esven the ritual which God had
prescribed tl.e moment it was set up ss a
substitute for the easence the sentiment of
the truly devotional spirit, is known to every
reader and student of thr Old Testament
Prophecies. It came to this at last, that the
Holy Ore rejected the forms which He him-
selt hiad apprinted to he obssrved, c. nma:id-
ing His servants to declare His hatred
and His weariness of all who subatitut
od them for true worehip, The preacner
referred st some length to the..service
in the Temple, and to the pride and
contracted spirit of the Jews in believing that
God withheld the privilege of approaching
Him from all other natlons, notwithstanding
the decluration of Soloman in dedicating the
‘Temple. He referred to the Chureh in St.
Helen street, erected 34 yea:s befors by the
venerable father and founder 'of St. Paul's
Church, the Rev. Dz. Black. How faithfully
and Zealousl; ne izboured for the complation
of the work which he felt it his duty to begin ;
sod how at length, atter hard toil and much
oppaosition, he had succeeded, some who still
remained amongst the cingregstion could
testify. He Lived to preside over this Church
for ten years, and to his energy and self.de-
nial, under God, were largely owing the re-
sults which they recognized this day. Another
name co-.nected with St. Paul's Church was
that of the Rev. Dr. McGilt, the successor of
the founder.  Piety, simplicity, pastoral
faithfulness, unveifish generosity and catholic-
ity, were manifes*ad during his ten yeara in.
cumbency. The memory of their faith and
works lives in the hearts of the membars of
St. Paul’s. He who succeeded these vene.
rated men, and worthily prosecuted the work
they had commenced, was now sbaring with
them the joy of this bappy occasion ; aad to
him, no doubt, it was a gratification to behold
this noble Kirk, which, by the liberality of
his former fiock, had beer erected, and was
now set apart for the service and worship of
Ged. Tsking up the subject of the Chuich
of Scotland, the preacheraketched briefly her
martyr history, and trisls, gave a luminous
exposition of her polity, snd showed the
catholicity of her creed. Many of the doet.
rines in the Nicene creed had been transferred
to the Westminster confession of Faith, the
very terms in which they kiad been expressed
heing retained, aid what is known as the
aposties creed, is appended to the Shorter
Catecbism, being held by the Chureh of Scot-
land in‘common with other Reformed Church-
et.  1n cozsidering the question of tbe rela.
tive ‘advanteges of extemporaneous and
liturgical prayer, he showed the supeaiarity
of the former in many respects, as for inst
ance in epecial providences, sickness, deaih,
unlooked for trials, unexpected blessings,
sudden bereavements, and various events of
iife. But-as affording room for reflection, be
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! suggested whether it would not be well tc
consider it the ‘wn could not he combined in
_such a way as to enahle ministers toavoid on
' the one hand the slavenliness which they were
i apt tu fall into by ratemporaneous prayer, and
"in the other the formalizs:n which the long
I continwed use of a liturgy almost of & necesn-
Iity crested and fostered. With humblenes«
' and teachebleness of heurt, with true and
sincere woruhix())sbonld all approach Gud, for

* Thus esith LORD), the heaven is my throne
and the earth is my footstonl. Where is the
houss that ye bulld unto me? and where i
the place of my reat? For all those things
hath miane hand wade, and all those things
bave been, saith the LORD; but to this man
will I took, even 1o him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit and tremhleth at my word.”
After the sermon the concluding prayer was
offered up, for the Queen and the Royul
Family, for the Governor General, fur all
rulers and magisirates. for all ranks and con-
ditions of men, the 2nd Paraphrase beins
then sung.

Oh ! God of Bethel by whose hand,

Thy people still are fed

Who through this weary pilgrimage

Hast all eur fathers led,

Our vows, our piayera, we now present,

Before thy throne of graee,

Gud of our fathers be the God

Of their succeeding race.

A collection having been tsken up, the

Dozulogy was sung
To Father, S8on and Hol> Shost,
The Gud whom we adore
Be glory as it was and is
And shall be evermore.

In theafternoon the Reverend J)r. Mathie-
son, after the usual introductory services,
took for his text the words from Psalms
CXXIL 1. *“1I wasglad when they said unto
me, let us go into the house of the Lord.”
The venerable preacher Jelivered a most elo-
quent discourse with his us2al earnestness
and ability, There was again a very large
audience who Jistened with deep und sustain-
ed bttention. In the course of the prayers
the Rev. Dr. Mathieson offered up apecial
supplications for God’s blsesing on the Church
the Ministér and people, that they might be
instruments in His hand for the advancement
of His glory,

The Very Rev. Dr. SNODGRASS preached
in the evening, the Church being agaio crowd-
ed to excess. Dr. Snodgrass chose for hia
text Palm CXXVII 1, ¢Except the
Lord build the house, they labour in vain
that build it.” The discourse was most ap.
propriate to the occasion, and was marked
at Umed by a high strain of elogquence, His
old Congregation appeared delighted again 1v
hear their former pastor.

A large and effective choir led the service
of preise, the organ being playea by S. Me-
Kay with great taste, assisting, not over-
powering, the voices.

St. Paul's Cburchy now replaced by hand.




