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cny wiitely enni,.iulercd union licre that 1IMate nt religion ationg uit. In ont citica thi*y
believe thant thcy woul tint enilv t'xpress it are attendcd nlot by ooe.third, sometirinos lit
it» words, but hy dccds; tliat thev wouild hy one.tenth cf theo cougregation. And it io
grain un assistance thereafter iii moey if ire ci cîur cities anti 'ilinges that 1 winh chiefly tu

cedcd kt for our weakent ntations. 'Of the speak ; for prayer nieetings. in the countrv
advalitagao a union 1 will tnt stiffer mv- itîry BD much arcording te circumgtau)cta thut
s-elf to 11p1ak.0 The, Nvould bc gretii, inrnme- it is impiomsible te Fliéak ven. definitelv about
diate, ana lasîilîîr, but it is better usât te them ; iii tme districts they ara not"lhel nt
apeak of what is to corne ner Io :îllow the aIl, in others thev are held in the day'îime iudi
imagination te describe the futunre for tis. kt is tnt wonderful that few besic e UcOld
The evils of our present position,-our iso- people ca spare the lime In attend there.
lation front ecdi othier, the siaill part of the Where a nîinititer's field of laber is very wid.',
Province that we catu even attempt te intro- honwever anxious lie ay be to inqtitute such
duce our Church systetni lfto, th.- cîtormou.4 rn:etitige lie cannot expect the peuple te coame
exlp4-nsc that ive are te the inether Ciiiircli long distances te the'n, and ho caninot he ex.
without aur rc'alizitigs any correspotîinig ipecteci te take churge of half-a.dozen différent
benefit for ourselves or for her,-these and eucres per week, or eren per menth, and lie
others lo'as patent but just as injuricits are miay flot bave in the vi'rieui% sections of hie
'weli known to us ail. Should ive nmok no conigregation men qur.lifieç; te conduot ilîcre.
effort ta get rid cf sucli evils, and nt thc saine But in taos and villi-es where ihiere ore ne
trne present te these Provinces the spectacle obsttacifs te tl.e Penple assemhiling on nit
of what a well.equippcui Presb% tes in Churcli 1eesing for any purpjose, ve would naturally
really iq% P beiie% e that the honiest convictions !expeot the great majoritv nt the congregation
of olmoat over',, ane of aur ministers and 1to devote eise evenittg in tho week te a social
members are t at we should-1 inn more ireligivuit meeting, and 3'et they dori't do it.
afraid cf obstacles tlrnt may be thrown ina They wiii crowd te a lecture, to a readinig, to
aur way by a few amen ia the other Cîturs-h, 1a concert, te a soiree, te a porty, te a debate,
who have often euoughi professed te te* hei ut the great rniajotity seldont cr neyer attend
favoir cf union, but oniy of such aig union as thme prayer meeting. It i. hetter la Boeis
the)- wouid be able to represent to the places than iu ethers, but in the be-nt that 1
Fre General Asseinhly ia Edinhurgh as hae s een h. la net very gond, and in the
it triumph cf Free Clîtîrch vicws. BHut Iwenorst it le sirnply pitiable ; and wlîat cour pli-
tlîink 1 know enougli cf thc great hody cf; eates the matter is iliat maîiy cf the best
leading mcn la our Sister Church te le as- people in the congregatioîîs do net attend.
sured that ne suai sectarian feelings would These are facts that cannot be explained
lie alinwed te coena and mar or put a stop away, aud I wouid like te ask if a botter
te the blessed reunion tîtat must corne senti- eitate of things cari be reas3nably expected.
or or Inter, and the snoiier the botter. Wie In Halitax we have a joint weekly prayer
desire a union ia ivhich ne part), victory meeting fer the twe ceîîgregationa cf st.
shall be g2ined, and which shall endure le- Andren'a and Matthew'a, and whten it bas
co"ise it includes ahl that thec epiarate been thinly -itteî:ded I have always acted on
Chrirches lionour, because kt gàlis ne one the belief that the fêtult was net the peopie'â
with a sense cf injury, inferiority, or cf but the rninisiter's' sud eldera'. About ioth-
frienda or associations sacrifices:'.. in,- have 1 beeu more anxieus diita te have kt

I have nothing more te say on the subjeet net only a reslity and a blesting but alue tu
at preseat. I hope te see in the Record cx- amake it fully correspond te the actuai relig-
pressions cf opinion en it frein others beflore lous life among us, knewing that. if it did ze
the Synodl meets -and if we ail come te its it wouid alise stimulate and increase that 11f.
oonaidcratioa desiring tic glory of God, Hoc But it is btill far from bain,- up to the mark
will bring it te pass se far as it is gcod. airned et, and the renson why 1 cannot tell.
ilIf thi% counsel or this work le of aien, it As compared wui rnanv othera that I hiave
vill coine tIo nought; but i: k lbe ef God, ye aeen, kt la iîî a high state cf prosperity, for kt
cannet overthrow it; lest haply ye be Ï0ond, in now attended hy frein 100 te 300, there
oven- ta flgbt against GodL" are tmre fifteen or tweuity persons who take

GEORGE M4UNRo GRANT. part in it, and the exercises gciierally are en-
-.-- gaged la hy aIl with seerning earnestniessi and

PR&LYER MEETINGS. deliglit. Iwrite tItis article for the two.fold
purpose cf Aïsking hints front any one Who

Ekther there is net very mnuch religieus life cars give thetn as te the best measns cf mak1Qgý
in an average Christian Congregation nov-s-. kt botter suited te aIl classes, and et a botter
days, or, if there i@, the ordinary pra3'er representatien of the wiole cf tie spilitusi
tueeting is a failure la nmanifesting anti quick- life there way be arnong us; and aIse of tell-
ening it. 1 have heard people aay tisst the ing otiers of lha laqt step we have takva
Prayer meeting is a baremeter of the ispiritual ourmelves te bring about the sanie end. W.
Hfé of the cengregation; and if it ia, then, found that there ivere tmre cf the people-Whio
front aIl tha'. I have sien of prayet mneetings wished kt te b. managed wholly by the clergy-
1 touid mot augur yery faverably as to the mn, while others proferred greater variety


