er

Concerning Things which cannot
g0 on.

Or course, in the full meaning of the words.

Ben Nevis is one of the Things that cannot
And among these, too, we may rec-
Likewise the unchanging

Go On.
hon the Pyramids.
ocean: and all the everlasting hills, which
cannoi be removed, but stand fast for ever.

But it is not such things that I mean by

the phrase; it is not such. things fhat the
phrage suggests to ordinary people. ’

You can stand a very disagreeable and
painful thing for once: or for a little while.

But a very small annoyance, going on unceas- |

ingly, grows insufferable.  No annoyance can
possibly be slighter, than that a drap of cold
water should fall on your bare head. Butyou
are aware that those ingenious persons, who
bave investigated the constitution ofman with
the design to discover the sensitive places
where man can feel torture, have discovered

what can be got out of that falling drop of wa- ;
Continue it for an hour; continue it for

ter.
a day: and it turns to a vefined agony. Itis
a thing which cannot go onlong, without driv-
ing the sutferer mad. No one can say what
the effect might be, of compeliing: a human
heing to spend s week, walking, through all
his waking hours, in a path where he had to
bend his heaa to escape a branch every min-
ute or so. You, my reader, did not ascertain
by experiment what would be the effect.
However pretty the branch might be, beneath
which you had to stcop, or round which you
bad to dodge, at every turn ; that branch must
go. And you cut away the blossoming apple
branch ; you trained in another direction the
spray of honeysuckle : you sawed off the green
hough, heautiful with the soft beechen leaves.
They had become things which you could not
euffer to go on. .

Any very extreme feeling in a commonplace
mind, is a thing not likely to go on long.
Very extravagant likes and dislikes : very vi-
olent grief, such as people faney must kill
them : will, in most cases, endure not long.
Iu short, anything that flies in the face of the
laws which regulate the humsn mind: any-
thing which is greatly opposed to Nature’s
love for the Average : caunot, in general, go
on. Ido not forget, that there ace striking
exceptions. Thercare people who-never quite
get over some great grief or disappointment ;
there are people who form a fixed resolution,
and hold on by it through life. I have seen
nore than one or two mea or women, whose
whole soul and energy were so devoted to
some good work, that a strauger, witnessing
their daings for a few days, und hearing their
talk, would have said. * That cannot last.
must soan burn itseif out, zeal lihe that!”
But if you had made enquiry, you would have
learned that all fhat had gone on unflagging,
for ten, twenty, thirty yecars. ‘There must

!
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; have been sound and deep principle there at
! the first, to stand the wear of such a time:
I and you may well believe that the whole na-
i ture is now confirmed irretrievably in the old
habit: you may well hope that the good Chris-
tian and philantrophist who has gone on for
thirty years, will go on as long as he lives ;—
wil! go on for ever. But us a general rule, b
- have no great faith in the stability of human
charaater : and I have great faith in the law
of Average.  People will not go on very long,
doing what is inconvenient for them to do.
And I will back Time against niost feelings
and most resolutions in human hearts. It
will beat them in theend. You are a clergy-
. man,.let us suppose.  Your congregation ars
; fondrof your sermons.  They have got into
your way: and if so,they probably like to
. hear you preach, better than anybody else;
unless it be the two or three very great men.
| A family, specially attached to you, moves
. from a house near the church, to another two
{ or three miles away. They tell you, that
nothing shail preventtheir coming to their ac-
customed places every Sunday still: they
would come though the distance were twice
as great. They are pe:fectly sincere. But
your larger experience of such cases makes
you weli aware that time, and distance, and
mud, and rain, and hot sunshine, will beat
them. Coming to church over that inconve-
iient distance, Is a thing that caunot go or.
It is a thing that ought not to go on: and you
make up your mind to the fact. You cannot
vanquish the laws of Nature. You may make
water run up hill, by laborious pumping. But
you canuot go on pumping for ever: and
wheneven the water is left to its own nature,
it will certainly ron downhill. Al such de-
clarations as I shall never forget you:" %I
shall never cease to deplore your Joss: 1
can never hold up my head again:” may he
ethieglly true : but time will prove them logi-

sincere in uttering them: but he will change
his mind.

And it is chilling and irritating to be often
reminded of the refrigerating power of Time
upon all warm feelings and resolutions, I
have known a young clergyman, appointed
early in life to his first parish; and enterirg
upon his duty with tremendous zeal. I think
a good man, howerver old, would rejoice st
such a sight : would delightedly try to direct
and counsel all that hearty energy, and to
turn all that labour to the best account.  And
even if he thought within himself that possibly
all this might not quite last, I don't think ke
would go and tell the voung minister so.
And the aged man would thankfully remem-
+ ber, that he has known instances in which all
that Zas lasted ; and would hope that in this
instance it might last again. But I have
known a cynical, heartless, time-hardened old
I man (the uncle, in fact, of my friend Mr.
| Snarling), listen with a grin- of ‘mingled con-

.

cally false. 'The human being may be quite:

-



