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Steiler recognizcd the simiiarity of the sea-cow of the North
Pacifie to certain other animais already known ;buit, i)eing possessed of
imiperfect information, hie assuined that ail] thcese beionged to a single
species. WVe now know that this was an erroncous conclusion, that this
sea-cow wvas specificaily and genericaliv distinct from others of the
groupl, and it is consequentiy very ofen known as Steiier's sea-cow.

'l'le sea-cows in fact forrn a pecLiliar group of the miammnalia, which
is now ciassed as a separate order and whichi shows littie aftinity to any
other mamimals, for though in its aquatic hiabits and in sonie other
respects it resemibies the whaics and porpoises it is ver)' différent froni
these in anatomicai structure. This is i)rol)abiy a ver>' ancient group, for
fossil remiains referabie to it are fouind in several geological formations
in Europe, Afirica and Amierica ;but in human timeCs it appears to have
dwir.died, and to be verging-, on extinction fromi natural cauises aitogether
ai)art fromn any specifir attacks b>' man.

Within th)e historie period, this wvhole order of nmannials bas hiad
but three living genera.- -T'he ïManatee proper, wvhich inhabits the
shores and estuaries of the Atlantic %ithin the tropirs. 'l'ie IIaiicore
or i)ugongy, fotind iii the Red Sea, on the East (Coast of Africa and in
the Indian Seas as Car east as Atustralia ; and the Rhytina, of whichi but
one species ç/R. Siel/eri> appears t<) have existed.. 'l'lie iast.mientioried
is the sea-cow here speciaiiy referred to, that of the North [>acific.

It is very often the casc, that ancient types of a~niais which h.-. le
aiready played their part in the history of the worid, arc found in the
iast siages surviving iii a few formis %videiy sei)arated geographical>'. Ih
is so in the l)resent instance. 'lhle Halicore is separated by the lengthi
of the African continent from the Manatee of the Atlantic, Nyhile
Stelier's sea-cow was discovered, as ive have seen, on a remnote island
of the North Pacific.

Eariy navigators hiad observed the H-alicore and Manatee as
animais of a strange and probiemnatical character, and it is supposed that
the habit of tliesc animais in carrying the young under the fore limb
ina> have given origin to the fabied mermaid. T1htis wlien systemnatic
mnies began to he applied by naturalists, thoý .nimals belonging to
this order were designated Sirenia.


