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HUNTING FOR CATERPILLARS.

Dy Aitmu Gzuie,

The. study of insect tif. is so> intensely interestiog that it is
difficuit te say whicb branch of entemelogy is the most (ascin-
ating; each lias its own devetees. One branch of the. subject
which certainly is exceptienally useful, and fascinating, is the. col-
lection and study et our native caterpillars. 0f late years mach
lias beni demie in working eut the life-historîas of American ini-
sects, but there is stili a vast field in which te make research.
Tihe lîfe-histerie cf our butterfiies are fairly well knewn, but only
a very small per- entage cf the larve cf even eur cemmen moths
have bien studied. ILepidoptereus larve a be cellected at amy
tinte et the year, but the best epportunities are te b. found during
the summer fer acquiring a knowledRe of these interestiog
creatures.

It is strange that unost people sem te regard caterpillars
as repulsive, horrid things;- but tuis, of ceurse, can ooly b.
accouuited fer by the fact that tbey have neyer really taken the
trouble te look at ene. None of Natures eidren are herrid. It
is enly our unfertunate uninterestednes that is accountable for
mach inaccurate views. There is really nething ini nature which is
nui. teautiful, if carefully examined and preperly understeed, and,
even these caterpillars which are thouglit by many te be meet
repulsive, are of thenielves net at &Il respensible for teeliuig
akin te disgust or herror. Mho exhibiting a case cf butterfie
or moths, it is quite usual for the onlooker te make some remark
regarding the 'meuty of the specimens ; but, wheu showa the
caterpillars of these sanie species, our visiter, as a mile, shrinks
back, and a reuark net at ail correspondiog with the first excla-
mation is heard. Aithougli presenting semetimes a rather fomid-
able appearace, with the exception of a ver few kinds, which
are provid.d with irritating hairs, caterpillars are quite harmies.
Some of the Spiagidu wiil jerk their headi (romn side te side a"d
eoe snap their mandibles, but tii.y are imable to bite anything


