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and for tes, &c. fine wholesome water is
lentifully -furnished from several springs,
which break out on the rorth of the city,
‘both within and without the wails. There
are soveral bridges, some built of stone,
thrown over the canals.—Chinese Reposi-

tow'

FIVE MINUTES 700 LATE.

Q it is a wretched habit to be behind the
proper time in anything which we have to
perform, yet this has been the case with me
all my days : take waraing by the trouble it
hes brought upon me.

So many unlooked-for events take place
in the world, that the most punctual are
wometimes thrown out of their accustomed
plans, but there is no excnse for the wretch-
ed practice of habitual irregularity.

hen o child, I was scolded for being
too late at school ; when a boy, I was cuffed
mnd kicked for being too late at my work ;
and when a man, Ig was turned away for
being behind my time on 2 pasticular occa-
sion -vhen my services were wanted.
. My uncle Jonathan was well to doin the
world, and as his nephews were his nearest
relations, we had reason to expect that his
groperty would comeamong us. He had,
owever, atfe peculiarity, which effectually
shut his door against me. He never was
five minutes too late in an appointment in
his life, and thought most contemptuously of
those who were. I really believe that 1
was a bit of a favourite with him until my
unfortunate failing justly oftended him,

He had occasion to go a journey, aud 1

was directed to be with him at seven in the
morning, to carry his portmanteau to the
coach. Alas! I was ¢ Five minutes too
late,” and he had left the house.
* Knowing his particularity, I hurried after
Bim, and running till 1 could scarcely stand,
arrived at one end of the street just in
time to see the coach go off with my uncle
atthe other. Dearlydid 1 pay for being
¢ Five minutes too late.”

My uncle did not return for a month, and
certainly showed more forbearance toward
me than he wasever known to doon a similar
occasion ; for in a letter he stated, that it [
could be punctual, he should wish me to
meet him on his 1eturn, to take charge of
his portmantezu, and thereby make some
amends for my misconduct. Off & set, but
knowing that coaches frequently arrive 2
quarter of an hour after their set time, I
thought a minute or two could be of no con-
sequence. The coach, unfortunately, was
t Jiorridly exact,” aud once wore 1 wasafier
wy Gie, just ** Five minutes too late.”

My uncle Jonathan uever forgave me,
fully believing that 1 had dove it on pur-
~ pose to get rid of the trouble of cirrying his
portmanteav.  Yearsrolled awayand I was |
not so much as permitted to enter the door |

of mj uncle Jouatban,

Time, however, heals many a sore, and
while it rufiles many a smooth brow, smooths
many.a rufiled teupier.” My uncle Jonathen
so far relented, that when about to make
his will, hg sent to me to call upop him
exactly at ten o’clock. Determined to be
in time, 1 set off,.allowing myself some mi-
nutes to spare, and pulliug out my watch at
the door, found that for once in my life 1
had kept my appointment to the secoud,
The servaut, to my surprise, told mo, that
my uncle Jonathan had ordered the duor to
be shut in my face for being behind my
time, Xt wus then I found aut that my
watch was too slow, and that I was exactly
‘¢ Five minutes too late.”

Had I been earlier on that occasion I
might have been provided for, but wew I
am & poor man, and a poor man I am like-
ly to remain, However, good may arise
from my giving this short account of my
foolish habit, asit mey pussibly convince
some of the value of punctuality, and dis-
pose them toavoid the mauifold evils ot being
Jfve minutes too late.

THE FISHERMAN'S WIFE.

One of the small islands in  3uston Bay
was inhabited by a single poor funnly. The
father was taken suddenly ill. ‘There was
no physician. The wife; on whomn every
labour for the household devolved, was
sleepless 1n care and tenderness by the bed-
side of her suftering husband.  Lvery reme-
dy in her power to procure, was adunnister-
ed, but the disease w4s acute, and he died.
Seven youag childsen mouruned arowsid tue
lifeless corpse.  Tuey were the sole beiugs
upon that desolate spot. Dul tue mottwr

DECISION OF CHARACTRR, .

Thereis no trait of charactor wliich will
prove through life, more really importunt
and useful than this. An individusl may
be possessed of a kind heart, and of prinet.
ples which should deter him from ezror ; and
yot. without firmuess of mind, he ‘s cop-
stantly linble to be led astray by the per.
suasion of others, orstill more by their ridi-
cule. This last, although an eficient and
useful weapon when wielded, as itought to
be, against the provalence of vice and folly
alone, is a dangerous one inthe hands of
many. How often will the ingenious heart,
which has resisted every inducement of plea.
suie, yield its opinion to the dread of -
dicule, and join the pursuits with which i
feelings have nothing in common. W
would then warn and advise the young to
acquire decision of character which is the
guardian of all the other virtues, As a
beautiful piece of mechanism, perfect in all
its parts, may lose its regulunty of move-
vent, when subjected to the influence of a
maguet—so the mind is liable to have its
perception of right affected and its powers
rendered useless, useless by decision of cha-
ructer itcan resist the attractions of plea.
ure, ln young persons this churacter is
particularly desirable—often thrown inte
new and trying situations, and feat'ul of
being considered by their companior s pru-
dent and cconomicel, they are mduced to
take the Lirst step—und then how easy is
the transition from réctitude of conduct to
the beaten path of dissipution.  Every ono
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cannot be sulliciently acquainted with cha-
racuer, to jud e how far itmmay be safe anmd
how far dangerous to juitinte one mto the

wdulge tie grief of her spint, and sit dowa | amusements of the world,  ‘Flie object may
in despair 7 No. She entered upon tue ! be u kindone the mtention poed 3 vet, e
arduous and sacred duties of her station. | less the youtluul mind fave firiness and de-

She felt that there was no hand tu assist her
in Lurying her dead.  Providing us far as
possible ior the comfort of her liule vues,
she put her babe into the atws ot the oldest,
and charged the 1wo next in age Lo wateh
the corpse of thewr father, She unmoored
her busband’s fistang boat, wuich but two
days betore tie had guided over the seas, to
obtain tfood for his fumily. Sue dared not
yield to those tender recoltections, which
might have unnerved her mim. The nearest
ishand was at the distauce of thiree miles.
Streng winds lashed the waters to foam.
Over the loud billows, that weaied and
surrowtul woman rowed, and was preserved.
She reached the next island, and obtained
necessary axl.  Vvath such energy did her
duty to her desolate babes inspive her, that
the voyae, which depended on her indi-
vidual cfort, was perfurmed in a shorter
time than the returmng onv, when the oars
were managed by two men who went to
assistin the lastoflices to the dead.

Virtue offers theonly path, whick in this
fue leads to tranquility. —Cicero.

ciston, 1t wils suvet many tempiations in the
world, wliea 1t will be ditficult to resist.

e buief fustory of two young men, may
serve to illustate vur 1ewarhs and may be
interesting tv our youthful readers, who
should obscrve the conirast.

Le——was very young when he fiist felt
the waunt of a finher’s advice and the pro-
tection of a parent’s home. He possessed
kind feelings and a heart as yet uninttuenced
by a love for the pleasutes of the workl,
He bud many fine quulities, but was defi.
cientiu decisison ot character.  From the
nature of the occupation in which he was
engaged, he was thrown into society very
different from that to which he had been ac-

customed. Lie hadalively dwsposition and |

a gaod deal of imagination ; and, conscious
that it he once tasted the pleasures of ex»
aitement, his wmind might hecome to foad
ot 1t, Le, for a wluie, carefully avoided the
persuasion of his thoughtless triends. There
was a struggle—but hesaid ja himself, I
will yield but once.” Alast be was again
and 2gain persuaded, and every time his

Lobjecuons were less strong and heless able



