
PebnrY 1878.] ANTD PATENT OFFICE R1ECORD.

STORS EATINO YOUNG RABBLTS.
()ur exgraving represents a bungry stork inaking bis break-
f&tOff ()f ant unfortunate younig rabbit. It is not often that the

bird captures such large prey, but probably, while searching the
thîck grass with its bill partly open, as is its curjous habit, it
enc'Otintered the rabisit and pounced upon without stopping to
'0onsider the difl'erence bctween young rabbits and field mnice.
IPhe latter, together with suakes, toads, frogs, and large insecta,
constit'ute the stork's ordinary food. The unhlappy vciti
uhot gorged instanitlfy, but is carried otffto, the margin (if soine
Pt'i Where its captor shakes it and beats it with its bill iintil
It i.j refdn<nd to a I)rli(r condition for easy swallowing. Then
te 1O:îl is 'Ji,, atched iii a gnfp or two, an(f the- bird, whlîi

1O a l an eormious appetite, resumes its hunting. The stork's
"hrbfond( is eela, which. it captures witb great dexterity. No

,4*r in COmInlonl use for taking that fish cati more effectualfy
iL 1b(twe<.n iLs barbs than cani the stork's niaiidibles.

culilel, despite its lighitning movemunts, bas no chance
(';11>111g wheni once aronaued front its lurking place by a stork.

IiEurope, the stork attaches itseît to man and bis hitàations,
inliihuge nesta on tops of blouses, and tamoly wafking

rouind t e streets. I t especially parades about flsh inarketsm, where
It fndalh no lak of subsistence ini the ofrl'î.

JHEAP FUEL
Th, regent rise in coal bas caused considerable excitemnent

arO1 tanusers, and the old uiestion comtes up sgain, "1What
caiw'e ue to :reduce the price loi fulel V" The Arnericu& Manu-

with4,"e says. toal screeniugs are heroining more in use, and
Wiha.smail mnixture of bituminous coaf cati uow bu burult witb-

uaîng a blast under boîlers slet witb the TIarvis furnace. For
Ys5 atteropts have beent made to utilize immiiense fields of peat iii

the New England and Middle Stateg. To dIo tbis it wus necessary
to ca.refuUl. ouit it in squares and dry it. Machinery waa invented
to do this, but the cost of cutting and drying was so large, es-
POciaîîy the long time reqnired in drying, that at the piesent
timn1e the niatter bas been generalby ahandoned. Ilecent exseri.
ient8 have been made with freshi dug peat wet from the niea ow,

without even cutting in squares or drying, and it has been founa
that with a small mixture of coal screenings or soft coal this cati
be used under boilers set with the J arvis patent furnace without
using a blast. 1 t makes an immense heat with very little smoke.
Before, in burning dry leat it was founid that the gases would fill
up the flues, butiii the 1Jarvis furnaces these are fufly îîtilized by
the hot air snipplied o11 the top of the tires, and the flaine varies
from white to a clear green cul our.

SWIS9 PATENTS.-The Pieblic Ledger says iii an article upoxi
the subject of patents in Switzerland, that publie sentimnent in
Switzerland is beginîting to look with. favor upon patent laws,
and a loas of a good deal of their watch.-making trade, mainly
because a Swiss inventor could not he protected, has caused a
c,nsiderahfe feeling on the subject. Federal Counvillor DI)oz lias
prepared a bill for a patent law, which lias beeti puhlished in
the Swissjournals, and is tlîus pre.seiîted to the people. Patents
of importation will be granted to iiiventorn living abroad onily on
the irinciple of reciprocity. The maximum duiation of a patent
is to be 15 years. An application fee of 30 francs will ho
charged, and ant annual fele of 30 francs each for the second and
thIfrd years. Every sulbseçqueit vear a surcharge wvill be levied at
the rate of 20 francs more thati the atount paid in the preceding
year. If the inventor refuses to admoit the use of bis invention
by voluntary agreement, the question niay be submiitted to the
Federal Tribunal. The Fedleral Patent Office miay, under certailn
conditions and circumastances, declare a patent void or withdraw
it. The Patent Office is to be composed of three permanent
members, elected by the Faderai Council for six years, and several
examiners. The Patent Office mtust transmit the appeal of an ap.
plicant who gives serious reasons for impugning the decision by
which his invention was refused a patent, to a court composed of
at least three examinera, amoug whom must be none who made
the firit exantinations. The applicant may appeal from thia
court to the Federal Tribunal, which, hearing freali experts
chosen fromn Switzerland and abroad, gives the final judgxn»nt.
No additional fée ia charged for an appeal against a first de-
ciion. Thejuigmient of the Federal Tribunal is always acconi
panied with the costs of the appeal.


