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IS THE PUTBLIC SOHOOL SYSTEM A FAILIJIRE?

This query is suggested by an article by R. Grant White in
the Decemboi number of the North American Jeview. H1e points
out that the experiment of public education at publie cost bas
been muade in the United States under singularly flavorable con-
ditions. "The weaith of the country, its vast expanse of uncul-
tivated, n noccupiod land, à~ homestead in which can be acquired
at an almost nominal price, the generai itetlligenice of the people,
their freedom from burdensome taxation, the absence o ef -privi-
leged classes and of an established religion supperted by the
state, make its people one upon wvhich edu.cation, according te,
the assurned theory, shonld have the happiest, the -nost benign
effects." The resuits, hewever, had proved most un8atisfactory.
These fail under thrce heads. "1According to, independent and
competent evidence froru ail quarters, 1he maus of the pupils of
these public schools are unabie te read intelligently, to b.pell
correctly, to write legibly, te desct'ibe understandingly the geo-
graphy of their own country, or te do anything that reasonably
well-educated chidren should do witb case ... They can give
miles glibly; they cau recite from. mernory; they have seme dry,
disjoiuted knowledge of various ologies and osophies; they cati,
some of tbem, read a littie Fr'ench or Germaii with a ver.y bad
accent?" In &' Drt their education at the best is but"I more intel-
lectual light withouit moral warmth." Mcanwhile the state of
efficiency of teacherci who have passed threugh the Gommon and
Normal Schools is most deplerable. Whiie they hrwe aimed at
extensive knowledge they have failed at grasping tho flrst prin-
ciples. Te this is added the cvii of schooi-books, the writer
having been informed by a publisher of sucb books tbat ne
department ef his businebss ,vas se profitable.

fhe writer points eut that this Public School system is carried
on at an enormeus experise, te which. ail contribute their share.
Orme man is taxed te educate the chiidren of another; and the
justification that baF, generatly been alleged for this is, that
ignorance is the mother of vice, and that such a system, as that
in the United States, is the bcst Ilrefermatery agent." iMr. Grant
White,4ten proceeds te, show that the Publie, Schools have failed.
on tiis' side aise, proving by st:--tisties that vice is most pravalcnt,
in the New Eugland States vihere the public, school systomn has
had tbe longest life. "lIf i.-norance bc the mothor of vice, and
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