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into*confusion. Some time ago the Depositary of the Branch referrod to-an
lioneBt man, but evidently a very careless accountant--acknowlodgod that lie
owed a considerable sum to the So ' iety, and said that ho wus willing to pay
it, but did not know how miuch it ivas. No trace of the 'Èreasurer's booke
could be found. The Agent wvrote to Toronto for information. - But the
Toronto Depositary's Books only showed that, legally, this Brandi owed
nothing to the Parent Society, for the purchase aceount was paid up in full,
aithougli it was quite evident that moraily it owed very largely, for the ac-
count had been paid with money whicli was given by the subscribers to aid in
the printing and circulation of cheap Bibles, Now, at latest, when the greater
partL of the stock lias been sold, the xnoney which lias corne bac«k as the pro-
ceetîs of the sales oug(,ht to arrive at its intended. destination as a free con-
tribution toivards the great work of disseininating God's Word throughout
the -world. But alas! wvhere is it? HEad thre Brandi, sent, ' i its Reports
regularly witli the lista of subscriptions, it -would be very easy to asrertain
how mucli money the Branch had3 recoived frur-n sales, subscriptions and
collections during its whole hiatory. By subtracting -what it lias paid, both
on purchase account and~ as free contributions, and nialring a fair allow-
auce, for local expense.,, grants and gratuities, it would be equally easy to see
how inucli th ' Brarich is morally indebted to the czuse, and tiierefore
how mucli is due to it from its own Treasurer and Depo-itary. But in a
Brandi where the officerswere so careleas about tic accounts, they -%vere not
likely to be carefully regular in sending tileir Reports, so we fiud that this
iBranch lias only sent a Report now and then for some years back, Nor is
tliis ail. The Depositary, -ur rather the late Depositary, who we believe is
quite an lionest mnan, desires to pay ivliat lie thinlis lie owes, and la anxious
that the Treastu'er's books should be discovered, and so the exact figures be
ascertained. But soine rcally good friends of thie Society are not satisfied

thtai a ilit, and s0 wll liot give anything at present. 'We May say that

it la very foolish for good people to deprive themiselves of tlie priviIege of
hielpingr in a good, and g florions workz bocause a former Depositary lias been
very carcless or even dishonest ; but the Lest and ivisest of mon are not at
ail times logical. Vheil others are only too gl.ad, of anl excuse for not giving,
aud se nothirg is donc in the neighbourhood towvards this good ivork-, per-
liaps for several ycars. Morcover, besides the pecuniary loss there is the
moral effect upon the commnunity, Nvhici inflicts anl injury not onily upon the
Bible Society, but upon a.l Christian organizations, wvhicli it would Le diffi-
cult to compute.

ŽTow, we believe, as lias been urged by our expcrienced De 'positary in
Toronto, tliat accounts would be very niuci -sinplified, an.d a case sucli as
tic above impossible, if ail Branches would observe the followving rules, or
rather suggestiuns

lat. They should talte stock at least once a year.j


