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But the fame6 Of the young writer spread to lus native isie. Old MOther
Iroland looked on lier oflspring with pride,, and though it gave bier pleftsur-e te
liear ber son talked of and admired abroad in far off Ainerica, yet she feUi she
would rather hiave him home with lier again ta mningle withi lier affaire and
take a lively intereat in bier politics. The great Daniel O'Conniei, tben in
thc very zenith of bis power, feeling tlîat tlue cause of' the lrishi referniation
deinanded the aid of ail ber best sons, and attracted by an article in a. loston
paper written by Mr. McGeo, used Iiis influence witlu the proprietors of the
Freernan's Journal, a Dublin daily paper, %vlo wroto te McGes- in 1845 offer-
iug 1dmi a litndsome inducement for bis editoriai services.

McGee, as unig-lit be cxpecred, accepted this proposai and returnaed tu
lreiand. 0'Connell's ideas of workingr reforms for Ireland differed widely
froin MeGee's. The former souglut to accomplislu bis purpose by argument
and legisiation. Iu Lue buse of Commons, in the presence of Eigiand's
grreatest Pariimentary celebrites, where a few short yeax-s bafore, ïreiaud's
champion, Grattan, withi the force of eloquence made the legisiators listen tu
luis earnest appeal, 0'Conneli's voice was heard. As an orator, withi a strong
fortress cf invectives and witticisms, the great liberator ?tacd unequiled. H1e
could calin a multitude bristiing witli rage and indignation into a concou-rse
of peaceable citizens, or lie could make tluousands cf' quiet peasantry grow
into an army of gavage soidiery with bis great power of oratory. At imes
tears would course down the cheeks of men as lie toid thein. somre sad and
melancholy event, and at otliers roars of laugliter -%vould greet 1?.*És saies of
%vit and pieasantry. But althouglu the "lmember for ail Ireland," as 0'Connell
was called, bad higli command over lis people, he wvas far from being wliat
is ternied a great statesman. A fluent debater, a learned schoblr, a power-
fui rhetorician, a kind genial manner,.were ail the qualities 0'Connell pes-
sessed and lie used tbem without stint.

McGee on the other hand 'vas yeung and inexp'erienced. is ready imag-
ination, at one bound, cleared obstacles that obstinately presented tliemseiveb
before the minds' eye of 0'Conneli. is impulsive nature "lkicked against "
thec fetters that wedged in the opinions lie must give vent ta lu the Journal.
Hie could net say as mueli as hie wvisled against Euglaud. H1e lad te-as
an American would say,-"l draw it inild." At this time a liberai party, con-
sisting of yeung professionai. gentlemen of freiand-awýyers, doctors, journal-
ists, and collegemen-formed themselves into a coterie -or ratiter a portion of'
a party, which. ias knowvn as the "Young Ireland Party." 0f ceui se McGee,
with a temperament precisely similar te these mad-caps, at once associated
himself wvith tluem and soon became a sort cf leader among them. Their farst
prejeet was the formation et' a "Library cf ]Ireland ". which was to eonsist of'
a number cf Shilling n ovels, lu which tlie natienality of Eri ivas te shinu
conspicuously. Tue famine cf 184 7 ",a ipped lu the bud " this i dea ; but abouit
twenty volumes had been issued. They were immenscly popular and sold
readily. McGee wrQte twvo etf the 'vorks: "lArt MeMiurrotugh," a memeir cf
ani Irisli King cf the fourteenth century, and the other a series cf biographi-
cal sketches cf illhistrious Irishmen wvho flourished in the seventeenth
century. The IlYoung Irelanders " formed tliemselves into a party for the
accomplisliment cf the measures advocated by 0'Counell; but the, "lLibera-
ter " ivas altagether tac slow lu his movements ta satisfy tlemn. They wvere
young,, liot-blooded and -eagcr for the fray, and leoked upon 0'Conneil1 ae
a macinue tee oid and rusty to be cf any service.

lu 1848, feeling bitter towards England for reai or imaginary -wrongs:, the


