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SIUO ER VICE SOCIETY.

'iITOR4o THE CANADA PRES-
14 qf M.rCi 25th there is an article 1

~Te Church Service Socety," by the

4801g t IR Smith. Mr. Smith cdaims
' Sl'5udied the periodical literature ai

'-4ettyU and ta have 69attended its1
11'C0uierence in Edinbnrgh." 1
<, T~jj~is pinonson SILiturgies"

tualisIfla Ibave nothing ta do.
18% Uniid, as secretary ai tihe Society,

tOnt certain mlsstatements which he
4tlde

Siiiith asserts that, at the conference
kth attended, he heard ane member

%WMWtly dvocate the removal ai cam-__ 4 taies irons the churches and the
tkt0n Of atars."' Sir, i do nat be-

ar meetng af thse Churcis
l etY, any member ever advocat-

IuIUg ai the kind. Wili Mr. Smith
t% OO p,00wbere and when the conler-

Ssîit further asserts that SIat a
43ht cJO Mrence with tise students ai the

talthe members brougbt ail
10~t bear ln însîstîng an young minis-

oning their awn 1'mean 'prayers,
*ugRgod ones."' No such con-

'4 eU ver held with the sanction ai
ghlC ervice Society.

)4' SIth gives il Dat as bis opinion, but
kt,$dé cknwedged by al," that tise

Ri ai fthse Society embraces anly
thf ected faddists." As there are

fj ive bundreci ministers in the
h'P, he can scarceiy witb propriety

tSi as Sifew,"> whether or flot
a fected"

#%4Z 1 Iams jistified in asking Mr.
%ther ta substautiate the statements
* Wth au assomption ai knowledge, be

hbiuY ade, or else ta retract

Very faitbfnlly yours,

Sp"'SNM'ÂDAM MUIR, D.D.0
kt lIY af tise Churcis Service Society.

baèýtrRis, April 27tb, 1896.

h<>VIULTY OR INEQUALITY?

nDITR-Artiles have been ap-
Your columns for some months

u9thse appointment ai rnling eiders
i~k~~deraofsa Presbyterles and other

eourts There is one aspect of the
ba~ve not seen brougbt out. To this,
4'l uld like ta caîl attention.

St nUovemesnta h ave eiders appolnted
%14 r«Utrs Is couiessedly ta place thens
ý 4~,t aality ecclesiasticaily with the or-

111itmisters ai tise Church. But wisat

th blie resuit did tisis movoment suc-
I*<OWaud It be eqnality that would be

bdFar irons h I1Tise mon wbo
appointed Moderators af aur

~lie%5 and Assemblies-lawyers,
Sm",ccaslonally a senator or governor
IradY soclally above the mifisters.
Swrdbas been ail before tbemn-tisey

lu and wou- Tiseer genlemen

Mn~ P rsuaded it is flot the be.ltor clasu
6'1ders wbo desire Ibis change. Here

One sucis may be iouud, wbo irons
it"'tiO tlous doclaringaof tieir entîre equal-

tai al tise rigis soa ministoriai
wOtsvre theirs, bave couseuîed ta

THE CANADA PRESAjYTERIAN.

go lu for tisis levellng dowu pracess. But

ual s0 vitis tisemajarity ai aur God-fearing,

cisnrcb-iovlng eiders. Their consmon songe,
and sense ai fairness, as weli as love for tise
Churcis, revolts at it. Tisey know ministers
reiegated ta inferiariti would sono become
as Inferlor as tiseir pasition. Contomptible
positions make tiseir occupants cantenspt-

ible. Besides, tisey are Do jackdavs.
Tisev don't vaut ta ho arrayed lu borroved
feathers. Tisey beel tbat theo dais tisat ls
made for theoana ecclesiastical equallty

îtis tise mon visa have turned asîde irons
tise business ai ilfe ; irons ciaimlng a share
lu its honors and emolusonts whicis îbey
bad a naturai rigbt ta as certainly as tises-
selves ; with men who have given up six ta
eight years ai the best ai their early man-

bond ta preparation for tise ministerlal
vork, and, passing iras coliege-isails, coun-
tinue ta study year in and year ouIta attalu
ever-iucreaslng fiîness-is 50 far iroin hav-
log rlght or fairness au its side, tisat it
carnies Its reintation on its face. Tisat tbey

can by tise vote ai hall a score or balf a
isnndred ai tiseir inds or nelghbburs,
witisont any retiromnul rons their ordlnary
employmeut lu luie and wlishout auy years ai
special stndy, ho piaced on an equaiity wltb
tise ardained ninistry ai tise Churci-is SO

ntterly repugnant ta every sense ai banur or

fairness tisaI they feel Il wauld be au Insuit
ta God ta boid tisaI He bad appolnîed sncb
a thing lu Ils Word, or made sncb an
arrangement for His Cisurcis.

This malter bas been showing jîseif in
tise courts ai aur Churcis for a numbor ai

years. Il was fir st-speak ai tise eiders no0
langer as ruliug eiders, but Prembyters.
Thon, lu accordance vitis tiis, cul off tise
head.1 ai tise inisters, as far as tise minutes
ai tise courts vere coucerued, hy ceasing ta
bave tison marked in these minutes as
IlRev," but simpiy Mr. Some ai tise leadiug
ministers beiug D.D.'s, il did ual afiecî

îisem, as tise titie oai««'Dr." was continued la
sucb, but It indicaîed tisaI tise tI edge ai

tise vedge vas beiug enteredvisicis is now
being driven home. Tise tises are favor-
able for tise develapemeut ai tisis levelliug
business; it is part ai tise conmnunismn
wblcb Is abraad in tise air.

1 bave spoken ai tise ministers being re-

dnced ta Infeiority lu tise Presisyteries and

isîgier courts by Ibis movensent did il but
prevail. Tise same vonld ho tise case iu tise

Session. Tise numbor ai eiders iu tise

Sessian is, say îisree, or five, or tweive ta

tise one minister. Tise minister by being
perpetual Moderator, and no meeting ai
Session being legai vîtisout bis presencO,
makes is equai ta tisose visa lu uns-
ber avertop imso50 scb. Lot ibis
nov movoment sncceed lu maklng every
eider in tise Session eligiblo for Moderator,
and yau isave tise minister on as sncb ai an
equality witb tise eiders as one lu ou an
equallty wlitb ree, or five, or tvolve.

And visat aud visere Is tise Scripture war,
ra;t for tisis chsange ? I bave said tise minutes
ai aur iigiser Churcis courts bave bien giving
Indications ai tise leveliig procoss for a
number ai yoars. This bas arisen irons a
supposition tisat tisere was sase sufiicioist
foundation in tise Nov Testament for tise
oquaiity ai ministèrs and eiders lu tise

Scnlpturàs6ppartnts Wb ee is tise

class ministers. Let the Prembyters tisat
raie weli, and especialiy those that labour-
are 'I aborious"'lu Word and Doctrine-be
connted wortby ai double bonor. Tise
Greek word for labour, bere used, means
Illabor lntensely." Some of tise Presbyters
tisat wonld be ordaiued by Timoîisy wauld
show marked abillty in rullng. Let thens,
Paul directs, b. counted wortby ai double
honor, especialiy If witis uling well lu thse
hanse ai God tbey are laborlous lu proacis-
lug and îeacbing 'lu Word and Doctrine."

The Westminister Assembly ai Divines
utîerly refused ta admît tisat thse passage 1.
TIm. v. 17, brougist out a second ciass of
Presbyters. Calvin held il did ; but Ibis
Assembiy, irons wiicb emanaîed aur Confes-
sion ai Faitis, reiused uîîerly toa show Ibis
was îangbt lu that scripture. Tise grand
committee declared unsulmously lu favor ai
lay eiders lu tise Ohurcis, but neyer once lu
tise Confession or Form of Churcis Goveru-
ment issued by that Assombly lu tise trs
proabyter or eider applled ta any but min-
isters ai thse Gospel. Âuîisority for lay-
eiders is sufflcieutly and unmlslskably funud
lu tise New Testament. Sncb passages as
I. Cor. xii. 28 show it. Tisere "belpi,"
cigoverusents," are spoken ofasIl;set by
God lu the Cburcb," but neyer sncb an
anosaly as titis new eider wonld be. Al
this is brougbt out lu a work entitled tise
" Theory pi the Rlilng Eldership," by
Principal Camspbeoli,ai Aberdeen University,
publishod some years ince by Iblsckwood
& Sons. Dr. Oaspbell adds : I"The term
Presbyter, wisicis we bave translated eider,
lu the New Testament unlformiy donotes
tise pastar or minister ai tise gospel aud Is
nover applled tisere (i..., in tise New Testa-
ment), or lu the language ai primitive
anîiquity, ta wisat we uow cali rullng eider."
The editor oi thse Britisit and! Foreign
Evangelical Reve-ui-3t the lime Dr. Oswaid
Dyke*, I belteve-in discnssing tise merits
ai tise work, declaies iimseif as agreelng
inlly wlîb tise Aberdeen Principal 1I*n tise
above conclusion. It may b. ssîd tisat tise
"iCalvin-sistake," for sncb we isold it ws-
I presuse It Is slowsble ta suppose tisat,
great and gaad san thougisho v as, ho
could, and sometimes did, make a mstake-
the Calvin sistake, we say, vas foilowed
by aur Scottisis ciurcises, and iron tise
Scotcis-Irishs teacblng brougist over Imb
America. Dr. Miller ai Princeton, in bis work
on Il Presbyterian Cisurcis Goverument,"
favors it, for vhicbholisletakou vigarously
ta task by Dr. Campbellu tise treatîso
above reierrod ta.

Since writing tise abovo Rev. Dr. Laing's
words, lu your Issue af tise I3th lust, have
came ta baud. As lie says, lot the mal-
ter be taken np and gone thorougbly Into.
Our Canadian Churci s l bravo and strang
enongb,- by God's heip, ta go back ai tise
Scottisis aud Calvin interpretation, toa ta
ai tise Assembiy ai Divines, ta that ai tise
other Reiornsed churcises, ta primitive anti-
qnity and abovo ail ta tise New Testament
teaching. If ve fiud, as 1 believe wili be tise
case, tisat Dr. Campbell 15 rigist lu bis state-
ment tisat tise wordd jwesbfroi, preshyters,
transiated eiders ln aur Englîis version,
when it roiers ta officers lu tise New Text
churci s Is pplied only ta ministers of tise
gaspei-should this b ounud so, it viii take
notiig irom tise mml honour or nseiulness
ai aur eiders as at presont fouud lu aur
churcis courts. They are nov and wouid
stili b. represmtatives ai tise people lu these
courts vitis su equal voice aud vote wltis aur
ministers lu ail matters af doctrine, gavera-
seut, snd worsblp, but nat possessors ai tise
nslnistry ai tise Gospel ; not as ministers,
ual as Éresbyters, visa, as ail nov allov,
are calied bisops alinlutise New Testa-
mont Scriptnrom, aud whom tise Holy Gisost,
by Paul, requires ta ho apt la toacis sud ta
give thensselvos wholly ta tise work, aud 50
necessarily ta givo np tise ardinary business
ai lufe.

Let tise malter ho gone îisorougbly

Manitoa, MaY 201h, 1896.
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GOLiDaN TEXT.-I. Cor. xv. 3.
MIRMaay V ISBS.-44-46.
CATECHISM.-Q. 63.
HomE REtADING>S.-M. Luke xxiii. 1- 12. T.

Luke Xxiii. 13-26. W. Luke xxiii. 27-46. .7h.

Mark XV. 22-32. F. John xii. 20-33. S. L.
Pet, ii. 19-25. Su. Ks. viii. 31.39.

Dr. Staiker bas written a book of upwards of
tbree hundred pages upon " The Trial and Death
of Jesus Christ," in which he deais only witb the
matter to be considered in this one lesson. Noth-
ing further is needed to show the impossibiiity af
doiog justice to such a subject in the limited
space aiiatted ta " Teacher and Scbolar." Each
must read for himself ail the incidents of that iast
terrible night and morning. cammencing with the
agony in Gethsemane, ard ending witb the weak
surrender af Pilate ta the clamors of the chief
priests and eiders expressed through the fickie
mob. We have only tinie ta touch iightiy upan
" The Incidents af the Crucifixion and Their
Meaning."

I. The Incidents of the Oruci-
flxion.-These are 50 niany anil 50important,

that it is difficuit ta make choice as ta wbich
sbouid be dweit upan. We need not, however,
give much tume ta the physicil agony caused by
death upon the cross, for what Jesuç endured
of physicai suffcring was af but smail importance
as a factor in His atoning work. Sometimes
Cbrist's physical agony bas been dwek upon un-
tii the impression bas been left, that that was the
anc thing by wbicb atonement was made for the
sin of the world. While we do nat make light ai
Christ's sufferinga (they were beyond our compre-
benuion ini intensity), yet the humiliation He en-
dured was ai much greater import in making
atonement. First of al, the death He died was
the death af a slave or a criminal. The position
of His cross, between the crosses of two notarious
outlaws, stamped Him as the chief ai such men.
The superscuiptian written over His head-" The
King ai the lews," was designed ta humliate
and anger the chief priests and leaders ai the
Jews, by indicating that the prince ai the out-
laws and slaves was a fit kinR for a nation af
slaves, but it was a further mark of humiliation ta
the, Lard of glary. The mockery ai the two
thieves was on a par with ail tbe rest, an appeal
ta Him. as their leader. The action ai the
soldiers in mocking Himn by offeing Hini vinegar
ta drink, and bailing Hini a King was just anc
additional element in His humiliation, for vinegar
was the drink ai slaves, and thus they hailed
Him as the very king ai slaves. That cup ai
humiliation at man's bands be drank ta the very
dregs, for according ta John's repart He ex-
claimed, 1'I thirst," 'lthat the acripture migbt
be fulfilled," that scripture where the King com-
plains that His enemnies havehumiitated Hini by
giving 1liii the drink ai a slave. But mout
terrible ai ail for jeaus ta endure, was when the
IlHoly One did bide His face," when God, as it
were, regarded Hios as vile and sinful, and One
from whomn His face sbould be hid. Thus was
IlHe wba knew no sin made sin for us." Thus
did * He bear onr sins in His own body upon the

tree."
IL. The Meaning of These Incid.

ente -This bas been in some meatàute binted at.
I He be the substitute for sinners then He must
takc the sinner'. place, He must endure the con-*
tempt bath franI man and God which is the sin-
ners due, so that now Il that lace ai radiant
giace may sbine in light on me." Staiker
points out that aifail who were h. any way inter-
ested in the crucifixion ai J esns, only He Himself

completeneu ta whicb He bronght it.


