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CHRISTIANV UNION IN Y7APAN.

A MID the many cncauraging successes ai the
Cispel in lbeatlien lanîds witin the past fcwv

ycars, the prog'ress ai Christ's cause ini Japan is
nat thc lcast rcmarkablc. Sa steady lias been the
advance ai Christianity in that country that promi-
nent menin iithîe Goverlnmcnit, tlxougli ithout pcr-
sanal sympathy ith the mlovement, have cxprcsscd
themselves as dccidedly favourable ta the spread ai
the Gospel arnong the people. Thxe variaus leading
denominations hiave taken part iii the work, and
thecir labours bave been spccially blessed. Large
and flouirising native chtircbcs have sprung iip
cvcr%'wlhere, andi are enjoying a dcgree ai prasper-
ity thlat may bc described as unexampled.

Ncxt ta the marvellous succcss ai the Gospel ini
Japan is the reînarkablc klsirc for a uîited Chitircbi
on tIhe part ai the japanese Christians. Thie groîvth
ai this dcsirc is, tu a large extent, spontancous. It
is truc tîxat the niiissionary brcthircîî in that land are
largcly in accord witlî the native lunging for visible
and carporate union anion- the c.burchcs njapan,
but thec, have not so mucîx been the originators af
the movement as thcy have beeni anxiaus ta sec iL
accamplisbed, and, strange ta say, irom their ranks
liave also camne several ai thxe principal abjectors ta
the union proposais. The varions Prcsbyterian mis-
sions in japan, including American and Scotch
branches, bave ail actcd barrnoniously, and bave en-
dcavoured ta rcacb a satisiactory undcrstanding witlx
their brcthrcn aifother denominations. The Con-
grcgatianalists have also had important and success-
fui missions in japan. M1ýany ai them blave been very
iavourable ta the formation ai a unitcd Clîurch, and
50 it wvas fondly hopcd that the Church i Christ
in Japan ini is unitcd capacity wauld bhave been rea-
lized at the beginning ai thîe present ycar. Ratîxer
animated contravcrsy, however, lias, up ta the pres-
cnt, preventcd tîis desired consurr.tion.

The difflculty scems ta bc principally betuveen
the ?rcsbyterian and Congregational branches ofthec
Cburch. It would be difficult rightly ta apportion
the blame for wvbat is belicved ta be only a tem-
porary failure. Some zealous Presbyterians tliinl,
that the Cangregational brctbrcn are toa exacting
bath in the matter ai doctrine and pality, and sorne
ardent Congregationalists opine that ta compîy
îitb the conditions clcmandcd by Presbytcriamis
would simply cnd in absorption> andi that ail that is
d istinctively Congregat ianal %vould entircly disappear.
Sa the matter reniains at present, burtîhe union
mavenent lîaviîîg alrcady made such progrcss, it is
nat ikely that prescrit ant oi agreemient will long
stand in the uay ai its ultimate succcss.

The Rev. Dr Henry M. Scudder, sa widcly and
so favourably known, xvba rccently resigiîed the
pastoraLe ai an influential Cangregational Churcîx in
Chicago that he rigbt labour in Japan, bas writteii
a mast intercsting letter in favour ai Union uvhich
appears in the last issue ai the Newz York Evan-
geisi. He shows that thxe feeling in favotir ai Union
is a Japanese mnovement, and is one ai great strength.
"Nearly ail the prominent pastars and the leaders
ai public opinion among the Japanese Christians arc
idcntifled with tîis effort." I-e is ai opinion that
the complaints ai Presbyterian and Congrcgatianalist
abjectars neutralize eacb other, and that bath bave
made generous concessions, a pracedure which hie
describes as just, rigbt, fair, and noble. Dr. Scudder.
like manyather excellent American ministers, bas bad
personally nia very decided ecclesiastical preferences
if anc is ta judgc fram bis ministerial career. I-e
was educatcd fi the Rcformced (Dutch) Church, and
bas ministered ta congregations aithat denomination
as weîî as in the Presbytcrian Cburch ini the United
States, amid also in the Congregational Cburcb. H-e
spent twenty years ini Mission service in Imdia, at anc
time under the direction ai the Reformcd Churcîx,
and at another ini cannectian uith the Comgregation-
alists. His experierqce and modes ai tlinkimig, there-
fore, would naturally lead him ta attach Iess import-
ance ta denarninational distinctions thami if be bad
been stromigly attacbed tu anc particular churcli. Ai
the same tini' it would be unjust ta demiy that the
absence ai markcd attachmemit ta any anc denammi-
ation places hîm in a favourable position for giving
an umbiassèd and impartial opinion as ta ivbat in bis
judgment wvauId be the best method of securing unity
ai action in the Christian lufe ai Japami. There the
converts are unfarniliar îith the minor shades ai
différence that have divided the churcîxes in other
lands. They are beginning their cburch life un-
bampered by the traditions ai other times and other
lands, with the ight ai past experience ta guide
tbem. They are nat c alled upon ta, repeat the mis-
takes ai the past. The obstacles that impede the
progress ofiChristian Unity in the aider Churches do
mit lie in their patb. Tbey bave thxe oppartumity ai
beginning an ahigher plane and theyseemn desirous
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ai sectiring the widest practicable emnbodiment ai
Christian Unity possible ta thicm.

For the present at leaçt if k i ot likely that the
Churcheq nrgani zcd byEiLJain and Baptists
are reatly ta makc tilCll-ecxS ions that alune tould
secure a union ai ail the Christian Churclies in Japan.
Even in reqpect ta theic etcnaniniatiins Dr. Scuddcr
is sanguine that the people thiemselves rnay ait no
distant date repudiate the Opposition of ttheir leaders
andi desire ta bc includcd ini the une flId which it is
anticipated %will cre long embracc the Chîristian.% of
Japani.

Dr. Sctuddcr, wvho lial; gonc ta J.xpan at bis own
charges and ini preferetîce to becoming the pastor ai
an influenitial Churh i NL%% Vui k t i.ow h liecvas
called, is earrncst in biis advncacy or Christian Union,
because it %would bc busilmuc.lîmore hclî>iul ta tbe
cause ai Christianity in japan thanl would bc the case
were denominational rivaîries and jualotisies intro-
cluced tliere. I I îkc .. ,th. i t rerali,.,stiun i 
sucli a consumimation wvould aiford a powcriul ex-
ample tn other 1and,ý, and tb.at tlkî Cliui-ch in Ja.11)nl
Wvotl not on!>y bc a lsi, tu tlîi. eul therce, but
a bleqsing to the%%nrIlit largc.

ARE Pl-*W REJNTS SCRIPTURAL ?

(NE ai the laitest cotributions ta the discussion
-oi tbe Frece Seats v Reîîted l>ews in CChurchi

is irom the pen oi the 11ev Dr. \rtlxur Pierson. ai
P'hiladelphia. It is marked by bis characteristic
clearncsq ai thisnking and -xprc-.sbon. There is no
attcmpt ta get ont CuC a dificulty by slilftilly balan-
cing opposing ideas and taking refuge in thc iact
that mucb can bc said n bth sides. H-e is clcarly
ai opinion that the pew-rent systern is a comple
departtirc iroin the inctbods ofprimnitive Christianity.
H-e says at the ottct:

i. Ail places of %vorship wvere (tee toall %woshippers %vithout
regard to mioney or prîce.

2. The service of wvorshîp %vas simply and voluntarilv con-
ducted, involving no hired assistance.

3. The ininist.y and their eu-laiuurers imade the Gospel of
Christ without charge, having n., taîcci salary.

,ç.. Ail that was needfsîl for their support asnd benevolent
ends was the voluntary offéring of the Lord's people.

5. There is no hint of dependence for pecuniary aid upon
any who were flot professed followcrs of the Lord.

1lIc then proccecds to so that the rnethods oi
the carly church for the maintenance ai public wor-
ship wvcre ai the inost inexpensive kind, and that
what wvas actually rc(IutirLd fur these purposes, and
for the help aofthe ncessitws %vas readîly obtained
by the free ill oi-ferings,- of the Christian people.
He finds no trace of anyiý appeal to others than Chris-
tiails for support. '" If," lie sa>*s,- any portion ai
these giits came iroi- the Lngudly, it is not a mater
ai record , and, if so, it wvas volunitary, and nat secur-
cd by direct assessment or even appeal. The divine
order %vas that men sbould give first themnselves unta
the Lard, and then, as 1-l is stewvards, their substance."
AIl the accessories ai modern Cliurclb service are
irnnovations - chairs, hircd singers, nmtsical instru-
ments, etc., vicre unk-nown ini the carly centuries ai
the Churclb's bistory.

In contr.st xith the simple and Inexpensive plan
pursued in p. *ritive days there is no cnying that
in cities and large totvns the churches are vcry
expensive institutions. For the most part the
preachers in these are %%cll rcniuncrated and the
appoiritments considercd cs.,ntial Lo a progressive
modern church, arc made on a scale ai considerable
libcrality. AIl this invues a large outlay which
mnust be met on busines,,s principles, and with the
rcgularity and promptncss that business principles
require. To depend on a complete and practical
application of the voltintary principle would lcad ta
painiul embarrassments. The mcthod ai raising a
suficient revenue by %neans ai rcntcd pews cam-
mends itseli ta the practical untdcrstanding as the
simplcst and the casiest. H-ence it lias acquired a
place ini cburchi managemient from hich it cannot
easily be dislodged. In certain Chiurchies in the
United States they bave adoptcd a plan that fortu-
nately bias flot been tried ini Canada and wvhich if
suggcstcd, would bc rigorous1y condcmncd. There
is no annual auction ai thc pcws iin any Canadian
Church.

Dr. lierson adînits that the pew-rent systcm has
in many respects wrought satîsiactorily, and thiat
troubles originating ini it hiave not been vcry seriaus.
H-e is also willing ta concede that since details as
ta the management ai congregatianal aifairs arceflot
laid dowvn ini the New Testament dicte is room for
good men adqpting, thesysteinab a permissibleexpedi.
ent. He neVertheless advocates return ta a more
scriptural simplicity in the mode afi maintaining
Christian ordinances and the advancerncnt of the
Gospel. IlWhen ive baye a scriptural outline," he
says, Il" is alwvays safe ta foîlow it." The conclus-
ions« at wbich Dr. Pierson arrivcs are-that the exist-

ing system tends taovards the cultivation of a wronf
spirit in the pcw-holder, in that it introduccs ini thi
place af Gods worship the notion of buman proprietarshi p or property and thereby tends to faste
a species af social caste ; it lcads ta a self-righteou!
spirit; the purchase ai such property righits in dt
place aof vrship imiplies naturally, Ierally an(
logically, a righit af contrai ; bumnan praprietorshiî
oitcn begets exchsivcniess , and the last reason lit
gives at present is thit however genlial and cordia
the pew-holder mnay bc, the stranger will flot féecifret
in a hanse îvhere pews are rcntcd. The doctor pra
mises ta pursue the subject, and it is evident that lit
is bcnt an thc abolition ai rented pews.

16ooh6 anib <Iaça3tnesb
TiiE ENGLISII ILLIJSTRATED MAG 1 ZÎ4.(Ne%%

York- Macmnillan & Ca.) Tlhe March number i!
strong ini descriptive papers and serial fiction

I ?("and Il Keintgton l'ilacc," corne in for des-
criptive asnd artistic treatmnent, and F. Marion Craw-
ford S;tanley j 'WVymal, and ICêtlîrine S. Macquaid
are the novelistq. The last nained begins " Success
a Story in Six 1arts."

TiiE METIIODIST MAGAZINE. (Taronto: Wil-
liam Briggs.) The March nuinber ai this Caniadian
monthly bias many attractive fecatures. The prin-
cipal papers, several ai them flnely illustrated, are:
"lTbrougl N orînandy," "Vagabond Vignettes," "The
Moral Frccdrni Maii," by Goldwin Smith, "Re-
collections ai British Metbadism in Toranto," by
Senator Macdanald, and the IlTractarian M'vove-
ment " by Dr. Suthcrland. The ather contents arc
fully up ta the highi standard that this magazine bas
attaitied.

TitE Ho.NiLrTic REviErV. (Newv York: Funk
& W'agnalls : Taronto: William Briggs.) A glance
dt the contents ai the revicw section will show that
the present is a valuable issue ai this excellent
mantlîly. Proiessor Murray, af Princeton, lias a
paper on Il Richard Baxter ," Professor lick anc
(in IlTîe Rites, Ceremonies and Customs of the
Jcws." Other subjects fit this section are :"IlThc
Riches ai Cowper," IlBa3dy and Mind in Chiristian
Lic:. No. i, Hygiene ini the B3ible." '«Apologetics
in the Pulpit," Il The Mission ai Music," "A Cluster
ai Curiosities." The other sections arc no less
attractive and tiseiul.

TH1E TREASIURY FOR P>AS tR AND I--,1111'.
(New York. E. B3. Treat.) A portrait ai Rev.
Albert J. Lyman, ai the South Congregational
Church, Brooklyn, is the irontispiece, and his sermon
on "lThe Redcmptivc Element in CChristianity " is the
initial article. A sermon on "The Great Question,"
by Dr. Moses D. Hloge ai Richmxond, Va., is worthy
ai thermai. '"A Talk ta Business Men," by Dr.). R.
Paxton, should be read by aIl, and the 'lExegetical
Comment on The Edenic Apocalypse," by Prof.
Terry, is a scholarly production ai great interest.
"lTh2 Leading Tboughts ai Sermons," by Revs. J.
Edward, C. H. Spurgeon, G. Smnith, C. S. H. Dunri,
1-. Bird anid Dr. 1-endrick are eaclh and ail very sug-
gestive. The other contents ai the number are
varied, valuabie and useful.

THE POLITICAI. SCIFN(,E- QUARTERLN for
March, apens with a striking article by I-. L. Os-
good, upon -"Scientific Atiarciiism," reviewîng the
theories ai Proudhon and showing the aims ai Arn-
erican Anarchists. Prof. Gustav Colin, ai Gottingen,
taking the progressive incarne taxes of Switzerland as
bis text, indicates the merits and the dangers afithis
democratic scheme ai taxation. Mr. Arnold Forster,
(son ai the late I rish Secretary) prescrits farcibly the
Unionist view ai the Irish question. A conservative
Frenchman, M. Gauvain, explains the causes ofithe
prescrnt crisis in France, and the significance af
IBoulangism." Mr. Bernheim sketches the bistory

ai the ballot in Newv York, and argues far the Aus-
tralian systeni. Prof. Woodrow Wilson analyzes and
criticizes Bryce's Ainerican Commonwealthi.

THE NONSUCI- PROFESSOR, in I-is Meridian
Splendour:- or'the Singular Actions af Sanctified
Christians. By the Rev. William Secker. With an
introduction by Rev. T. L. Cuyler, D.D. (New
York: Robert Carter & Brothers; Toronta: D. T.
McAinsh.)-Tbis book, originally published in the

carly yars of the century, is by a man ai much origi-
nality. the Rev. William Secker, minister of Ail-
Ï-Iallowvs Church, London Wall. Its thinking is
sound and incisive and its value is great. Uts repro-
duction in these days will be mast serviceable ta pure
and undcfiled religion. Dr. Cuyler begins bis intro-
duction by saying : This is a wonderful book. At
whatever page you open it, your eye lights upon
pithy aphorisrns that combine the sententiousness ai
Benjamin Franklin with the sweet holy savour ai
Samnuel Rutherford. It cantains hundreds 'of bright
seed thaughts.


