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IIpastou aixb 11eopIc.- _
THE PUBLIC READII'G 0F THE SCRIP.

TURES.

11V S. Il. RF~LLOG0, D.D,, 1ORONTO.
It la the custam in ail Pliotestani Claurches ta rend

a portion of Huly SIuipture ai catit public service.
In most congregations, however, Ilde seemes te bc
made ofiat, and la as duubtful il, rin the wbiule, dite
is any part of the service frott vvhich te people
gentraily derive icss beneflit. A chapier marc or le-s
is indecd read, sornectîmes m-eif, too ofien poorly-.
Very cammonly a passage is-sclected which caîîtatns
the taxi ai the sermon winch is ta follow, or tt lette,
bas sortie bearîng upocn il. But, as the congregaîtion
do flot knowv whai tS coming, they do not have
match advantage fromi this. As a gencrai thirag,
whiatcver be the reason, the public reading af the
Scripturcs is a part oftbe âerut-.caa %ihiLh nusiof the

pepeseem to cellutile concern. laIna inany cases
utýîs impossible t0 mistake, as anc louks ovcr the ton-
gregation, thec manifesi lack af attention and af in-
restin tahe Word %, hih ib read.

Feeling and dcpioring ibis, many have introduccd
a systemn of responsîve readings. Againsi ibis wc are
by no w .ans concerned ta argue, but rather ta sug-
gesi avohcr remedy for the evii wbîch so niann, with
reasa;,i, lainent. Let thc minister who as troubicd by
ii inattention af the people to the reading of the

'Word îry ta return ta the old fashion ai exposition in
connectiui witiî the public reading, andP, in tmany
cases i least, we venture ta predict, ha wiii be de-
iighted with the resuait. If rîghtly donc, il %,lit bc
found ta %vark adniirably in keepîng the attention and
intercst of the congrcgation awake in the reading of
Scripture.

Such exposition will naturally be, ta a great exîcat,
cxplanatory. hI wili have regard nawv ta the farce
of a particular word ; naw, ta the rendering af a
phrase; riow, again, it will call attention ta the lagicai
relation ai a atateînent ta ihat which precedles or fol-
iaws. Those wbo, with the amait, stili use the version
of King James in public warship, have in the rcvised
version af the Old and New Testaments an invaluable
aid for ibis part ai the service. Ail renderings af any,
importance whicb, in the jîidgment if the minister,
bring oui mare clcarly the sense ai the original
abouldi be given to the people in the public rcading.
Maore persans than wec think will flot bave naîîced
ach variations, especially ta the Old Testament i

and, if they have, the camparisan wili inierest them
tient the less. Reference ta ailier illusîrativa Scrip.
turcs shouid aiso ba freeiy made. The mare ai ibis
the better, so that the references are really pertinent.
WVe flot only can thus teach the people the meaniag
af the passage which we read, but aiso show thern
how 10 search the Scriptures ta gaod purpose aemri
selves 'Where, as ofien, thcre ia nlo occasion for
explan2tory exposition, a single painîed word wiil
ofien bc Ôf greai use in cailing attention ta thre les-
son ai the passage, or empliasiziiLg tea ile hearer
the farce ai a warnaing, pronmtse or precepî

To succeed in ibis exposiîory mode of r;eading, as
ia evr.rything aise, i must, ai course, be donc arighi ,
and ibis means study an 1 liard work. Remark must
bc bni, clear and ta thz point. Long drawn, homily
and exhortation are ini thîs connection wholly out af
place. They wili kilt the so-caliad exposition oui-
right. What is saad mubt aise bc iresh and pcrtiatnît.
To deliver tiie cammonalacas and piaus platitudes
under the impression that, because these accompany
due readîng, tbey therciore constitute an exposition
of the Word, will be fatal. Exposition tas, tndeeti,
masi desirable, but sncb rernarks expouad aotbîng,
anud no onc will tiîank: us for them. ]3cî:er by far lîold
ta the usuai fashion ahd say aotbing.

But in Iiider ta jecurc ibis brevity, pointcdness and
frcsbness, ,Ore/ardlion miust be m)ade for ibis part -ai
ýhe service fia less ihan for the sermon. WVe sbould
neyer read in the pulpait a passage fhaich wc have not
tboughtiully and .prayerfully meadl ver firsi in thè>
cprnmon version in aur stndy. Thîis is nccessary for
mosi ai us even in carder ta proper ciocution. To

ibis .should be added the carefu 1,li4ing an d study of
the.pssge sclccted forp pnlc*adilg, in the arigina!

rekor Hebrew. This aiso uvili oaten eriable a man
without any neccssary appearancé ai pedantry-, ta
cast a welcornc ligbi on many al word and phiraze.
To ibis, again, may witb great afvantage be added
the read;ng ai the chapter selectdd in uther verbiu(ra6
than the Eîagliah, as the Greek, Germra, Frencli, or
wbatcver eIse tbe minaister ma) liec happy as ta le
able ta use. Lastiy, as alrcady suggested, the care-
fui comparisan ai the Scripiure chosca wilh re!atcd
Scriptuac vvili bc a mosi helpfui part ai preparatian
for tbe public reading.

Objections. wii na doubi bc made ta tbese sugges-
dons. hI rnay bc said that it will adda materually ta
the minisoer's work thus ta prepare for ibis part ao.
the service. Thisas truc. But aios work ibat wailre-
pay ricatly, both ta the profit ai the people and ai the
minister hiauseif. Indircily ail ibis wîil in trne tell
powerfnlly- on * a b preparation ai the sermon, if the
*ork only bc weli donc.

Il will be suggested, peniîaps, that la thesc days
ci rnutmplicd' commentantes, ilît peaple, iaavlag ail
these helps, do not nced titis exposition Iwith te
public readiag ai ite Scri pturcs as îiiey dld in for-
nier days. But this is muîch ta bc doubted, nt leasi as
regards a large part ai aur congreg allons. Coinpari-
tively tew in mosi aftour Clînrchcs h ave aur lest cota.
Inenlaries ; fewer stili arnong aur lusy mien have, or
thinik îiîey liave, the leisure ta use %vital heips îlîey do
posess, ta any iltorouRit way. And then, ta any casa,
thonghîs wltich we have worked oui for aurselves
in the mannen andîcated uvill have a fncslaess and
force ta the iniads ai our hiearers wiiich the ancre
rending ai cotientiries cari neyer have. WVe niusi
not farget the power af the living voice caver lIai af
the prntned page.

Il will be saad, agalin, by some, that this plan wili
malle the service tue long. The anîswer is, tat ibis
dcpenîls upon the nin. Tie service certatalni ut
nai be ,,zade loo lonig. But il aced nat le. We can
well afford, if need bl ta sborîca somte ailier
parts ai the service to secune thercby beiter and
anrc profiable attention ta the reading ni the Word.

TIen wc niu5î sîudy and piepane foi the cuapository
reading tilt we can be brief. And then, if fit stili
accupies tao largeaýprepnntion of the time ai worship,
%ve htave a renie tan reading a shorier passage titan
is commun. It is butter so ta rcad ten or fittcca ver-
ses tînt the people shaht really listera and trakte inttitan ta go ia a pcrfiaaciory way through a long ciîap.
ter waîhoui a word Which shail ronse lisitcs occu-
pants ai thc pcws ta îbink wbat it is ta which they are
snpposed ta be iisiening.

For Taim CÂNAuA PatmssrTaLziAN.

CHRISTMA4S.

DtY T. KC. ttENDERnSON, TORON~TO.

"Lift up your hecads, O ye gaies. I-Ps. xxiv. 7.
Lift op )-out bcads, ye gatis
The King ai Ualory wvaits

Upon île tirshold ai [lis worid 1
le carnes, but not with pomp
Of dation and trump,

And banners ta the winds unfnrled.

No ruthiess monarchliec
In rar's piaud patio ly,

And biecdiaig nat*ons ini fl train;
Great lZome's ttwa-heuded god
liadt laid abide lois toit,

WVhen bounteous peace came down ta reign I

S Far n'et that sceptered ]and,
Whbere Comia strctcicd lis hand,

And votive ancense dimmed the skies,
The Pagan an bats ktae,
Saw superstition fie,

And Faits s fair mrnoing star arise

Sa may il ever shinc,
miat thai sou! ai thinc,

O reader of ibis simple lay.
And guide tby st.uggling icci
Inta mec catm retteat,

Through doubit and sorraw's daricesi day.

Up. up bcyond the blue
Of beaven's celestial hue,

Bcyond the changeful thing: ai urne,
bwelled haie grand chuir ut uratàe
That îbey alune cauld raise&

WVhacrc Il3 tert tuched %villa fle .iaant

And soan the heavenly sîrain
Fell lle tht blessed taia

t'pon the îbirsiy soul ni man:
And angels an île wing
The gladdest tidings bring

lit heard sinre Adam's race began.

Then fling the portais widc!1
He cames, for wborn tbey cried-

l~ercy an us, O David's son 1"P
To thc regcneraîe caril,
On whicb Thon had'st Tby bâit,

O Son ai God !lin triumph came!1

BISHOP BEVJERIDGE'S RESOL UTIONS.

a. 1 arn rcsolved, by the gract of C.od, ta walkc 1y
rule, and therciore tbink it nccessary ta rcsolvc upon
rules ta walk ly.

2. 1 amn rcsolved, by the grace ai God, ta raakc
the davtnc word the rule ai ail the rutes l'propose. ta
myscif.

3 1 in rcsoived, tbat as 1 ana not able ta îhink or
do anyîhîng that is gond waîhout the influence ai the
divine grace; sa 1 will flot pretend ta meiany favour
from God, upon, accoiant- of anything 1 do for His
glony -and ziervice.

CONCEIîNiNr mV ÈEHAVIOPli IN GEN1,RXAL.
a. 1 arn rcsolved, by the grace ai God, ta make

Christ the pattern ai my lueé lacre, that so Chras i ay
be the portion ai my seul hereafier.

2. 1 arn resolved, by tbz grace cfGod, tcowaik, by
faith,,and niai by sighî, on earth, that sa 1 may live by
sight, and not by iaithi in,,heavtn.

.1. I atît resaived ly te grace ai God, always
toLe looakingnupon Gad, as aiways laoking tapota me.

CONCERNINO blY THOUGIITS.
a. I arit resoived, by the grace ai God, te watch as

maîch over the iauward tmotions ai may becart, as the
outward actions ofimylueé.

2. I am resoiyed, by tce grace ai God, ta stop every
tought at lt3 lirai enternag liet my beart, and ta ex-

amine il, .-betîcc it carnps and wbtthcr il tends.
3. 1 ni rcsoived, by the grace of Gad, ta be as

fearful ta Ici la vain, tas careful ta keep out sînful
tiionghts.

4.I iii resoilvcd, by lte grace a' Cod, tu be always
cxcr<-ising ray thoughts tapota goal abjects, that lte
devii may flot exercîse thern upon .àad.

li ani rcsoalved, by the grace of God sa la anar-
SI).l ry lhoughus lIai thcy, inay flot one jostie out an-
other, nair aay ai tIent préjudice ihe business h amn
about.

CONCEIîNING lV AFFFCTIONS.
a. I arn rcsolved, by île grave of Gnd, aiways ta

make my affections subservient to île dicîntes af my
uadcrstanding, that miy reason may flou faliow, but
guide aîy affections..

2. I amn resolved, ly the grace ai God, ta lave God as
te lest ai goods, aiid ta baite sin as the worsi af evils.

3. I ain rcsaivcd, by the assistance ai divine grace,
ta make God ilie principal abject ai my joy, anid sin
île principal abject ni my grief and sarrow - so as ta
grieve for sin mare than snffcniilg, and for'suffcring
oniy for sin's sake.

4. 1 arn resoived, by the grace af Gad, ta desire
spiritual mercies more than temaporal; and temxporal
inercies oniy in reféeýce ta spiritual.

5. I arn resoived, by île grace ai God, ta hope for
noîiuing sa niuch as lthe promises, and ta (icar nothiing
s0 much as the tiunîatenaings ai Gad.

6. I anm resolvcd, bribhe grace ai God, ta ai y
self %vith ulat spiritual coura.ge and magaimiuy as
ta presa tbrong haIlldutiesaad difl'icultics whatsoevcr,
for île adivanceî aito God's glary and rny owna p-
piness,

7. I arnresoveta, by'tbc grace ai God, so ta le angr,
as not ta sin, and, ibereiore, ta be angry ai nothing
but sin.

INTELLECTUAL LOVALTY TO CHRIST.

%%ben a persan is convertecd be enters flot oaly
iat a ntw way ai living, but iat a new way af

thinking. His intellect, as weil as bais conscience
and affections, begias ta uvork alter a Christian fash-
ton. His mind is Ilbora again," and "lbora of the
Spirit." Ne new faculiies are given him, and the
dunce is flot made a philosopher. But the new hile
makes iiseii felt ini ail the mental operalions, and be
who once Ilthought as a child,» now thinks as a son
of Cod.

This la due ta the fact tuai Christ uives in the dis-
ciple and possesses bais whoit nature. Tht "lnew
,mrature " as redeced intciicctnally as uveli as cîhi-
caily and spirituaiiy. This doca aaî ensure bais inflii-
biliîy, but i dots casure bais taberitance ai the pro-
niase "ye shahi know the truth.11

Tht Christian shonld recagnize the obligation
uvhich cames with the inhenitance-ibe obligation
ai inteilectuai loyalty ta Christ. For 'bis ca-opera-
tion as as nctssary in using bais mental facîsities ta

t giory ai Gad as la cating or edrinking or wbatso-
ever lic does. Ht muai work oui bais own inîeilec-
tuai balvation uvhile Gu%! *u.hs in bim. Ho%, shall
Ife place and keep himseli inieliectually under tht
leadership ai Christ? By thinking in a Christian
spirit and by traking Christ as authoriîy.

Thent is a worldliness ai the inteliectual, as there

is ai th tý prac ica , lue, I hi l d-confident, s cîk.uf-
fic-enî, imptient ai apposition, disputatiaus. The
Christian mamd is docile, receptive, humble, patient,
sincene. Truil is flot sometiting tbat wc master; il
is something that niasterà ns. it is notîthe cent we
put on and off; .it is lieé. Ils power ta sanctify us
d.epends upen tht heartiness %villh which we surrea-
der ourselves ta its sway. The Christianu will bc
bur.gry for trutb Sornepersans seem lae bcecxceed-
ingly ftarin! lest lhey shahl lelieve îoo much. Not
by reducing ituil ta uts lowest ternis shahl we le
sanciid. WVc muai believe ail we van. Dr. Bush-
nail said ha %;ould siga the crccds if they wonid
lning hairm enough ai thent.

Toke Christ.as 'Lard ai the intellect. Ht speaks
49 with authonity.Y lu is painful in, the midsi ai dis-
cussions ai great doctrines and grep-t.duties ta ob-
serve how rare is the appa ta Christ as ultimate ait-
tboriiy. If a biblicai ttîith dues-. flot accord- with
somebady"s Ilfeeliný,» lue dismisses it as unneason-
aib.e. That a duîy i s disagnecable ii sufficient gro und
for re using it. 'Thr. truc Christiani lghts bais candlé
ai le Sun. "Ont is yonrMasterY» Ë--nan guesse9s
au îrutharc worîhlittle. What saitb. the Lord? If
the faithini. disciple is tranbled, as ta dnîy or -doc-;
trine, ha will gofor instruction ta Chrisî's words. Ht
wiih test evcry sermont by tht îteachings of 'Him wh6
spake as man rleyer slpake. If* bis conscience or

hctbecarncs resticas under tht pressure oi solemu
trutis, hec wili renewcdly anînuit bis facuitica ta the
sway oi Clirist.-Gtkn Rul.
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