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MISS GJLBERT'S CAREER.

CHAPTER XXIII.-THE CRAMPTON COMF.T REAPPEARS,
PASSES ITS PERIHELION AGAIN, AND FADES OUT.

"Commencement " aI old Dartmouth ! Day memorable
lu incuming fresbmen and outgoiiîg graduates ! Annual
epocb in the life of Hanover, oun onie side or the other of
wbicb ail evenîs respecîfully ai range îbemseîves ! Holiday
for ail the region round about, for whicb small boys save
their mufle>', nd on wyhich strings of rusîic loyers, in Con-
cord %%aggofls, niake pilgrimages tu the shrines of learning !
Day of the reunion of long separared classmalcs, wbo parted
wiîn beardless faces and mîeet witb bald heads ! Day of
black coats, paie faces and white cravaîs ! Day of rosettes,
and badges, and bloc ribbons, and adolescent oralor>', and
processions, and imporred brass bands ! Carnival of bawk-
crs and peddîers ! Advenî of sweet cider, and funeral of
oysters, dead witb sommer travel ! Great day of the State
uf New Hampshire !

Com~mencement day came at old Dartmouth, and found
Dr. Gilbert and Fann>' in the occupation of the best rooma
in tbe old Dartmouthb IbId. B.>oths and lents bad been
erecîed in the village wbere Ihe>' wcre permiîîed, and carl>'
in the morning, belote the good peuple of 1lanover bad
kindled their fires, or the barkeeper of the botel bad swepî
off bis piazza, the tbrung ofpcddlers and boys began 10 pour
into the village.

Dr. Gilberî's zeal in educational inalters, and Dr. Gilbert's
repuîed wealîb, were appreciaîed aI Dartmouth. lIe bad,
a few years liefore, been appointed lu a place upon the huard
of trustees of that venerable institution, and bad annuall>'
exhibiîed bis portA>' form and inteligent old face upon the
plalforiti during ils anniversaries. lie enjuyed the occasion
and the distinction always ; but he had neyer visiîed bis
alma mater wiîb sucb anticipations of pleasure as warmed
him when he rose on tice morning we bave intruduced, and
threw open the shoîters to lct in the su. lighî of a cloudîess
" Commencement Day." Dr. Gilbert shaved himrself ver>'
carefuli>' that morning. Then be enveluped himself in a
soit of black broadcloîb, that bad neyer spent on the Sab-
bath air ils original bloom. Then he brusbed bis heavy
white baur back from bis high foreiead ; and il is possible
that be indulged in some justifiable reflections upun tbe
grandeur of bis personal i ppearance.

There were several reasons for the deligbî fol character of
Prt. Gilberî's anýticipations. The central reason was, of
cour se, tbe gratification lie wouidi have oif sceing the son of
bis love bonoured in the presence of a cioud uf witnesses.
Anoîh: r was the pleasure of appearing witb a daughter chu
bad marIe berself famous. Anoîber was the expectation of
meeting bis surviving classmaîes. To Ihese il wouud be bis
pride lu appear as a patron and truste uf the college ; as a
man wbo bad been sîîccessful in bis profession, and in the
accumnulation of wealîb ; and as the faîber of the valedic-
torian and a celebrated autburess. In fact, as Dr. Gilbert
sto d that murning, looking at himself in bis mirior, and
îhiîîking of wbat b was and wbat the day bad in store for
bim, be could nul belp feeling that il was the great day of
his life.

The breakfast bell rang ils cheer>' sommons, and the
doctor knocked aI bis daugbîer s door. She would be
ready in a moment. Su be paced sîowly up aid clown the
hall, swinging bis bands, a d giving courîl>' greeting lu the
rabblc Ibat poured b>' bim in their anxiy 10 gel seats aI
tbe bi)ard.* The long stare that some of them gave him be
ool, as a tribute lu bis venerable and sîriking appearailce,

as, in facî, il was. At lcngth Fafn>' appe.îrcd ; and îaking
the stylisil woman upon bis atm, he descended lu the
breaklast-room, where tiity> men and wumcn were feeding aI
a long table, at ibe bead uf wbicb were twu vacant chairs,
reserved for Dr. Gilbert and his daughîer. In an instant
ail eyes were upun the distinguisbed pair. Then neigb-

bourîng beads wcre brougbî to,etbcr, and, in wbispe s, the
personal appearance. of tlhe aulburess wa.s discussd. Old
mcei louked over their spectacles, an 1 young men in wbite
cravaîs looked îhrougb th ira. Fanri> could flot but be
conscious thal she was the object of man>' eyes, and, holding
ber own fixed upun ber plate, she brtakfastedi in silence.

She îbought tbe cumpan>' would n ver finish lbeir meal.
The truîb was, the>' were ail waiing tu sec ber relire ; and
wben she and ber fat ber rose 10 leave the table, there was a
general sboving back of chairs, and twu or îhree old gentle-
men camne arouiîd lu excbange a cordial " goud mrning "
wiîh Dr. Gilbert, and gel an introduction lu bis daugbîer.
Busil>' engaged in conversation, tbe>' naturaîl>' îook their way
to the parlout; and, befure Fanny could gel away, she
found herself holding a levee, wiîb a crowd uf persons
ar .ond, pressing forward lu be inîroduced. A fine old
doctor of divinit>' bad assumed the privilees of a fricnd,
and while Dr. Gilbert was wiîh happy volubilit>' pouîiiîg
mbt the car of an old classmate the praises and successes of
bis son, bis dau-blet was cuoll>' receiving the fumage uf
the assembl>'. There were a dozen yuung men wbo badi
corne bacle lu gel their " masîer's degree. " Soîne ut thern
bad tbeir hait stock up ver>' sîraigbî, like brisîles, arid some
of îhem wore Ibeir hait ver>' long, and brusbed bebind
their cars. Some were ver>' caretoîl>' dressed, and none
mute su than those who were seedy. Somne were prema-
lore>' fat, and others weî e prematurel>' lean ; but in ail this
wlde varict>' and contrariet>', Ibere were somte îbings in
wbich the>' were â1]. alike. The>' bad aIl read " Rbodî-

the taîl form, the noble pre;ence, tbe deep dark eye, the
ricb voice, revealinz- the rich thougit and ricb nature-and
the chattering, smiling tbrong seemed dwarfs 10 ber.

At length ner brother appcared, and tking~ bis arm, she
lefî the room, and ascended with bim to ber parlour. The
poor boy was pale and tremb ing with nervý us ap)prehension.
A brigbt, red spot was burning upon ether cheek, bis dark
eye was unnaturaîl>' hrighî, and the exertion of ascending
the stairs bad quite disturbed bis breatbing. lie bad
worked up 10 this point witb courage ; but now, that be was
about 10 grasp tbe prize for wbicb be bad s0 faithfuîly
struggîed, niot onl> bis courage, but bis ,trengtb, failed bim.
Fanny was ver>' sadl>' impressed b>' the appearance of ber
brother. Hcr cyca werc fu of tears as she put ber band
upon bis shoulde-r, and said : " Ah, Fred ! If I could unI>'
give you sume of my strength to-day! "

Tben the doctor came in, but there was something before
his eyes that bîinded him 10 the real condition of bis son.
lie was brimful of happiness. Ilie iad been praised and
congraîulaîed, and flattered, until he was as bappy as be
could he. The young man saw it al; pressed bis leverisb
lips together in determination, and spoke no word t0 dam pen
bis fatbeî's ardour. In tbat father's beart was the s4pring ol
bis own ambition. To gratify bim-to accomplisb that
upon wbich bis father bad bung many years of fond hopes-
lie had laboured, nigbt and day, in healtb and sickness.
Now he was determincd that the soîîl witbin bim, upon
whicb tbe frail body bad lived for montbs, shouîd eke out
bis sîrengtb, and carry bim tbrough the trial of tbe day.
Fanny saw il alI, pressed bis band, and said : " God belp
you, Fred !" and the young moan went out, to act bis part
witb bis associates.

Aithîis lime the village was hecoming more and more
crowded ; and word was brougbt 10 the doctor that be had
better secure a seat for bis daughîer in the church, in wbich
the exercist s of tbe day werc 10 be held. So Fanny dressed
carl>', and was laken over b>' a smart boy with a blue ribbon
in biîs buttonhole, wifle tbe doctor remained behind 10 add
dignit>' lu the procession.

At ten o'clock there was a sound oi martial music in
Hanover, and a company of bearded men, in militai>' uni-
form, preceded b>' a marsbal, and followed b>' a large corn
pany of students, marcbcd 10 the Dartmouth iIde, and
announced b>' Irumipet and drum tbeir readiness 10 conduct
Dr. Gilbert and bis associate dignitaries lu the church.

Down the sîcps, îbrougb a crowd of eager boys, and rosy-
cbeekced country belles and their brown-face-d loyers, D)r.
Gilbert, arm in arm wiîh an old classmate, made bis way,
and îook bis place of honour in tbe procession. Word was
given 10 marcb, and the village rang again wiîb the blare of
brass, and the boom of', rums, and the diii of cymbals ; and
the marshal, and the band of beards, and the corps of
students, îook a circuit aruund tbe climmon, and, reacbing
the churcb aI last, where a crusbing crowd was assemlîled
upon the steps, tbe studenîs divided their lines, and the
guests and inen of bonour passed tbrough witb uncovered
beads, and disappeared within.

In five minutes more ever>' seat and aisle in the churcb
was filled. It was ten minutes before order could be
secured. Then music was c lIed for, and the overture 10
Tancredi was played as a prelude 10 a prayer flot qLuite 50

long as the opera ; wbich, in lurfi, was followed b>'-"Bloc-
eyed Mary," introducing alivel>' march, caled *'Wood Up,"
whicb inîrodue d the leader of the band as the peiformer of
a preposterous key-bugle solo.

Then came the " Salutatory " in very transparent Latin,
in wbicb everybody was "saIuied "-the President of the
College, the prulessors, the trustees and the pe. pIe. The
heautiiol women present received special attention froîn tbe

gallaîît young gcntlemen, and the cordial terms of this
portion of the salutation drew forth markel demonstratimns
of applause. It was noîiced, however, tnaI when the tus-
tees were greeîed, the young man addresscd bimself par-
ticularî>' lu Dr. Gilbert, wlîo rcceived the address wiîh
graceful dignit% ; and that .Nben fenîinine beaut>' came in
for ils share of attention, the young man's eyes were
fasîened upon Miss Gilbert, who occupied a -eat upon a
retiring portion of tbe stage. Il reaî y stemed 10 tbe doctor
as if ail the evenîs of the day îook bima for a pivot, and re-
volved around bim.

As tbe exercises pro[ressed, Fanny> Gilbert found berself
strangel>' interested. There was nuîbing of special attrac-
tion and hrilliancy in the orations ; but th, re wvas sometbing
in tbe subjects îreated, and in the riames pronounc, d, that
called back lu ber a scene of the past, which occupied a
position quite aI the other end of ber career. "Th, Pîetry
of the 1 leavens " brougbt back 10 ber the chalk platietarium
of man>' years before, on wbich that poetr>' was illusîraîed
uider ber special direction. "Napoleon,' and "CaSsar,"
and "Juan of Arc," ail figured upon the Dartmouth stage,
and she could nol hclp smiling as Rcv. Jonas Slîîer
returned lu ber memory. So, through al that tedious day,
Dartmouth and Crampton were curiousiy mixed togelber,

s if in fact, nu less than in imagination, tbere were a con-
nection belween therr. Theýre sat ber faîber before ber, as
he had sat a dozen ycars ago-pîcased, cager, interesîed.
There was she, occufiying the sanie relative place upon tbe
platform. There was the green baize carpt t; there was the
tbrong before il. Again an again îang out the ch, ers, as
tbey rang on the day of the exhibition of the Crampton
Ligbt Infantr>'. There was sbe. awaiîing, as on that occa-

sothe- appearance of ber Ibrthr-a curmeýt to come forth
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cess was acbieved, that did flot minister to the spienlour of
bis son's triumoDh.

Orations and music were flnished at last, and on1>' the
Valedictory of Fred Gilbert remained to be pronouiiced«
Around this performance and ziround bim was concentated
the keenest interest of tire occasion. Ilis devution to studyy
his personal beauty, bis excellent character, bis wellhkflowf
gifts, and bis achievement of the highest honours Of his
class, hrought to him universal sympathy, and directed 10
bis part in the day's progr -mme the most grateful attenlll*

Ilis namne was pronounced, and the moment he appeared
he was greeted with a general outbuist of applause. The
doctor foi got himrelf, lost his self-possession, nd 1îraned
forward upon his cane with an eager smile. Quick before
Fano>' camne again the old planetarium ; but alas,! the
golden-haired boy was gone, and a pale, fragile youflg n'O""
with chestnut cutIs, was in bis place. The bouse was still
and the feeble voice went out upon the congregation like
the wail uf a sick child. He had evideîîîly sumimoned ail1
bis strength; and as be proceedcd, his tonies becaine
rouîîdcr and more musical ; but the wbole address seemned
more like a farewell to the world than to tbe college. Teats
gathered in aalI eyes under tbe spell of bis plaintive cadenlces,
and aIl seemed tu hold their hreath, that be might cxpefld iO

more upon themn than wvas necessary.
Tb'le last words were said, and tben there rang out over

the whole assembl>' cheer upon cheer. Bouquets eî
tbrown up, n the stage by fair bands in the galleries, and
handk, rchiefs were waved at the tips of je" clled fingers.
The doctor's eyes are wvet with delighit, but Fanny sits and
watcbes the young man in alarm. There is a strange, con'
vulsive movement of bis cbest, as be stoops to g;ý4her th*e
bouquets. at bis leet. fle carnies bis bandkerchief to bis~
mouth, and bolds iltbrre wbile bie bows bis ack-noWIeîlg-
ments lu the galleries. As be retires from the stage, FanflY
catches a glimpse of the handkerchief: it is bright with bis
heart's blood ! Ah ! be comet 1 as come ancd gove out int
the nnknown spaces-sunned itself in public appl1ause for
the last lime-gone to shine feebler and feebler inî the fi""-
ment of life, until, in an unknown beaven, it passes f r0tr
buman sigbî.

This fancy fli s swiftly tbrougb Fanny's brain-tîhis
tbougbt pierces ber bear-as she riscs to hier feet, vk
quickly across tbe s-age, and wbispers a few words in hler
laîher's ear. lie looks up into bier face witb a vaglue, ln'
credulous stare, aid shakes bis beacî. She takes binm firtiuîY
b>' he arm, and leads bim wondering to tbe curtain bebi!ld
which Fred bad retired. She parts tbe banj.n g foIds anid
buth enter. The moverrent is little noticed hy toc asseO1lîîyy
for some ba,,e already turncd to Icave the bouse, and ohl
are lisîening lu the music, or making their comments lu ac
other upon tbe addrcss. r

As the doctor andl Fanny entered the little ctirtained COA'
ner, the>' saw Fred sitîing in a chair, freed>'%spitting bIi>"'d
upon hi, bapdkercbief, and surrounded by a little conipanlY
of frighîened associates. I)r Gilbert, though he bad be2ri
accustomed through a long professional life to diseasecase
calamit>' in their most terrible forms, sîood hefore this cas
as belpless as a cbiîd. Beyoý d the most obv;ous direcli-în 5 '
be could say and Io notlîing ; and an eminent physician o
ttie village, ati bat moment seated upon the platfuimy W0js

sent for. By Fanny's order, Fred was removed to the bute,
where she could nurse bim ; and ail tbe events of tbe d3y
were forgo'îen in thi- new and most unlooked-for trial-

This seemed to be tbe one event of Dr. Gilberi's life for
wbiz-h be bad no preparation. It took from bim ail is
strengtb and ail bis self- Possession. Ie stood before il in
ulter heip'essness, offering no opinion, assuming no resp('>*
si1ility, bardly able t0 performi the simplest office of attCfl'
dance, taking Fanny's will as law, and rel% ing on tice pro-
fessional skill of others. As the more serious features of the
aîîack passed away, and Fred wa, allowed to whiSpeî bis
feelings and desires into tbe car of bis sister, be exprcssed "
decidel wisb that bis father migbî be kept from bis bedd5ide'
The affliction of bis fatber pained bim more tban bis Own~
disease, and le could nul hear 10 look at bim.

Tbe composure and bappiness of ber brother astonîlhe
Fanny beyond measure. As be lay upon bis bcd, day Ifter
day,wit b bis pleasant eyes uts n ber, and ber hand in bis, he
seemed nmore like a cbild that bad 1 4r, down t o restyrise
like a young man, suddenly snatcbed from life, enterprs
and hope. " Oh !i b's so sweet t0 rest, Fanny," be W"0l
sa>', " so sweci to res!."

Tire multitude bad departed, and the botel and thestee
wcre prrvaded b>' almost a Sabbatb still ness. psy5

passed awav. Sympathizing friends called and tld
inquiries, and offcred unaccepted services, and îyre

Tb& doctor loungcd upon the piazza, or waî ked listîes9 fy

whtch bis poor boy mas always the theme convry W otOf~0
encouragement givtn b>' the professional attendant wO5 re'
peated by tbe doctor 10 every mani be met. Oncýe or twic
he entcred bis son's room, and began, in the oîd waYo
talk of wbat he should next undertake, under a vague 1ii

pression that a contemplation of possible future triu'
would stinîulate and encourage bim. But tbe youn)gbi
turned bis face away in distress, and Fanny interfered in is
bebalf. - -hed AtO


