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for a special purpose, and of which a stric
reckoning will be taken ?
humble your capacity, however limiled:
your means of improvement or usefulness,
this talent you have in common with the
most intellectualy or the most influential.
We are desired to occupy it, to turn it to
account, to inake it productive in our Mas-
ter’s service.  Which of us has done this?
What can we show for it? Another
marked period of time is time no longer,
but has mingied with the eternal past.
How has it been occupied ?

1. Time isoccupied when spentinthe dis-
charge of duty. Jesusoccupied time when
in the temple, at 12 years of age, he said
to hus mother, ¢ Wist ye not tha. " must
be about my IFather’s business.” Paul oc-
cupied time when, as a tent-maker, he
wrought with his Lands, that L2 might not
be chargeable to the churches, Diligence
in our calling, whatever that calling be, a
strict attention to the duties of your situa-
ton, is such a faithful occupation of this
comnon talent, as will be assuredly ac-
knowledged and rewarded at the gieat day
of inquiry.

2. Tume s occupied when itis improved
for the acquisiticn of knowledge and in-
formation.  Timothy occupied that time
spent in the study of the holy Scriptures
in his youth. Paul, too, turned to good
account 1n after time the days spent at the
feet of Gamaliel. Tie missionary Wil-
liams, when an active and observing boy,

delighted in the study of machinery, and
this knowledge, in the distant islands of
the sea, enabled him to build the ¢ Mes-
senget of Peace,” and send ber with the
glad gospel news from isfand to bsfond,
Di. Carey, toe, while workin
humbie tiade, and
moments 1 the stuay of langnages, was

at his

-ding ail his leicure

prepaiivg to lay open the treasures ol
eternal lite, in many tengues, to the idola-
trous nations of India.  Every new energy
awakened, every acquisiticn gained, every
difficulty mastered in ihe path of know-
ledge is time faithfully occupied, Thin
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t ‘of this when y
However when your expectations of success are dis-

ou feel weary of your task,

appointed, when you fee! inclined 1o give
up in despair, hear the voice, ¢ Occupy
tili i come.”

3. ‘lime is cccupied when spent in the
direct service of God—in private prayer,
in the study of His word, in Ihs house.
This occupation of time produces the
largest harvest, and the richest return
It is the nearest thing to the occupation of
eternity. When the heaven and the varth
have passed away, the servic: of Ged
abideth ever; and those who ‘est enjoy
this employment here, will be th : best pre-
parad to sit down in the kiigdom of
heaven.

Lastly, Time is occupied when spent fo:
the good of others, in plans and undertak-
ings ot useiulness.  For this,itis not need-
tul to enterinto the difficulties and tr-als of
a missionary life. It is not necessary to
have at command large resources and
powerful influence ; every thought of love,
every act ot kindness, every deed of self-
denial, are alike reckoned as time faith-
fully occupied, and shall not jose their
reward.

There was one till lately in the midst of
us who, Caleb-hke, followed the Lord
wholly,who, Enoch like,walked with Ged,
who proved hiwself a faithful setvant over
the ten talents committed to his charge.
No employment was more congenial to the
late Mr. Orr than any labor of love for the
benefit of the young, and when, nine years
ago, he was applied to for the benefit of
his aid and experience in establishing this
Isttie magazine, so kindly and effectually
was this granted, that the impulse then
given has carried it on during a steady
course of nine years, bearing wzoodly fruit,
feavening the mind of the young wi‘h mis.
sionary 1nformation, and leading them to
engage in such labors of love as God will
assuredly bless.



