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tightoning hcrc, scUting straighit thorc ; onc or two re-
mainod on dcck watching the less fortunatc boats as they
raccd up, tho foimn flying fromn thecir bows, and passed on
to occupy the outer stations. Ilow fine wvas the view
from that fishing boit. As I la>' upon tlic sals and
looked arourd I could not hiclp asking myscîf hiov it was
that so many know absolutely nothing ofhlalf the beauti-
ful sccnes îvhich arc to bc found at home in thecir own
country, and wvondering, and tr>'ing to discover for my-
self wîhat strange impulse it is that drives mon to the
furthest corners of the carth in pursuit of plcasure iviichi
they'may pfînd at their vcry'doars. Se.igulls werc circling
listlcssly around the boat, floating lazily on tho wvatcr or
skiminiing betwocni the crcsts of the wavcs, liow and ngain
a gannet would dash hecadlong inta the sea making the
v'cry wvater foani again as lie phuiged far bclowv aftcr some
haplcss fish. Around us lay the boats, somne fewv were
noar the land, score:; wcre scattorcd far as thc oye could
rcach to wcst and south, whilst bore and thore some
larger craft, a coaster, or stately merchant inan or steamer
bound dovn channel gave varioty to the picture; suclh
%vas the view~ looking seaward. Landward, blue in tho
distance, la>' England's wcsternmost buiwark,thc ruggcd,
inliospitable, starm-swept Land's End, which lias for
countlcss ages stood an impregnablo rampart against the
waves of the Atlantic. I lîad mysclf from that point of van-
tage ivatched the struggle betwvecn the eiemenis; the wvè*er
lashed into perfect fury b>' the south-west gale, battiing
against those rocks, rocks wvorn and seamed, show. ng
ghiastly marks ~j the confiict, the huge waves piunging
agrainst, burstff %vith noise like thunder on the land,
hurling far ovrrd great blinding clouds of spray. Now
in the distance, âenod, e%,îdoivn, it appeared a lowv
line of hifls on te margi o %vater, of Mount's ba>',
which swepýjn a noble 'KMnland. Penzancc 'vas
nto longer visible, nor w e sands of Marazion,
but St. Michaci's Mount, T as Hcad, andc nearer stil
thc iron bound coast betweon Mullion and the Lizard,
with the intervening coves and stretches of silver>' sand,
smiling fields, and struggling littie flshing villages appear-
ing as if almost clinging to, tho rocks, formcd a perfect
picture. I sat and drank a deep full draughit, thecn cnvied,
aye envicd, for, evon at sucli moments, the baser
feelings wvill intrude thecmsolves; envied those wh'lo had the
power to make thecir canvass speak, who can reproduce
in tints and shades less beautiful yet still s0 like, those
glorious scenos %%vhich we cati ont>' gaze at for the time,
then must forget. 1 hardI' hieed that the evcning wvas
creeping on, hardI>' noticed that the wvind wvas gradually
freshening, that the boat ýwas rolling more and more with
thc rising swvcll, that the hour for shooting thc nets drew on.

It wvas perhaps seven ; the sun was just touching the
horizon, ail was prcparation on board the boat. The
creîv, each man had a place assigned ta him, worked îvith
a will, and soon a dark line of corks bobbod up and dowin
ùpon the rollers as the train of nets wvas paid I'shot "

over the side of the boat to bc drifted down b>' the tido.
How those mon worked, neot aftcr net %vas fastoncd se-
curel>' to tho footlinc-a strong rope, which b>' its woighit,
sinks the Iowcr end or foot of tho net, wvhich thus, as the
hocad is buoyed up witli corks forins a perfect wvall in the
wvater-an(l sont overboard, some forty-fivo picos, in ail a
train porhaps a mile and a haif in lengtb ; thon dowvn
%vith tI,? mast ta case the rolling a littie, st:pper, arrange
Uic watchos, and turn in or sit about the stove in the
little cabin and listen to yarns of storms, of wvrecks, of
fishing experionces and fishing boats, tilI tho rising of
tho moon wîhon the nets %vould bo hauled. I spent part
of to tinte on deck watching thc littlo points of lighit
bobbing up and dlown aIl around us, now lost for a mo-
rnent,hidden by the inervening %vavos, and again flashing
up ail the more brightly Mieon raisod for the moment on
the breast of a larger roller. These wvere the lights of the
boats, lights wvhich ail fishing boats must, in accordance
with regulations display, %vhien riding or drifting îvitil
their nets. I listencd to the storios for a time and slept
for the remainder.

Bctwecn eleven and tn'elvo I was awakened b>' a great
clattering and pounding of foot ovcrhcad. -I turned out
and clambcred on dckl, howv tho îvind wvas blox.ing, keon
and strong, how the boat %vas pitching, it required a man
zo have bis sea legs %î'ell undor hlim she wvas sa livol>', in
fact the night wvas wvhat miglit bc called ugi>'; wc lîad had
what the sailor %vould cail a short slant of fine wveathor,
the bad %vcather had left us but for a brief spell and %vas
n )w returning,; the nets howevcr must be hauled, and so
the men tookW their positions in the boivs to pull on
the nets, aiqgps to lift thomn ovorboard and to take out
the filh; ii'le net room to stow thecse awvay, and so to,
stow that damages miglit be repaired, or freshi nets put
in without ail ha'*Vagaini to bc disturbed ; at the
capstan , to hecav pot line, and in the rope room
ta coul this ava . lt being bad, thc wvorl, %vas
heavy on ail hiands. I as i ted at Uic capstan, this when
the strain is great 3e i eraîlly Uic case Mihen a hicavy
sea is running.is fitt . % air of handies so that two
men can wvork at the samn me. Well, wve ivorkcd for
twvo, for thrce, for more than three hours, kcpt compara-
tively cool by the wvind and Uic spray, wvhich niov and
again daslied over us wvetting us to the skin ; thc wvork wvas
much too warm ta allaw of "a ils " bcing wvorn. Mean-
wvlilc thc others toiled away ait the nets; hiov beautifui
these lg)ked as tbey ivere lifted from the %vater, dripping
with, living fire, briming as the fishermen e\press it. It
wvas perfecti>' fascinating, ever>' mesh of the net beadod
wvith innuinerabie globules of liglit, semi-tra rsparent,
phîosphîorescent Now they streamed off in a broad un-
dulating band of light, then soparated and mingled witlî
their myriad brethre,î ; the sea aIl around wvas brilliant
with tlîem ; sometimes too, wvhen the surface currents of
the water would tumn the nets asiant, fathom upon fathom,
far as the eye couid soc, floating just benoath the surface,
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