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The last, age we hiave seen grraduaýlly outgrewv its old character and
developed a new 0one. Speculation took a practical direction, thouglit
became active, and made itself visible in the discoveries and inven-
tions wvhich characterized the latter part of the age. The seholastie
cntology proved its own rain. lis barrenness resulted in its desertion
and in the discovery of a new field whose cultivation was destined to
yield a glorious harvest. It wvas no longer capable of affording
nourishment to an acre about to enter upon a strong and vigorous man-
hood, wuîose activities were awakening, froni thieir long slumber, and
upon wvhich the sun of liberty wvas to shine in ail its unclouded splen-
dour. The agye became dissatisfled, it craved for food which wvas
capable of nourishing and invigorating, and the very craving wvas the
cause and precursor of a newv development. Years bef'ore Bacon ap-
peared, lie wvas anticipated. The tendency of the age wvas Bacon-ward,
long' before it became really and visibly Baconian. H1e wvas the resuit
of ail that preceded,-the son of the Past, front whose womb lie, in
due time, -%vas delivered. Just as the waters of the noble St. Lawrence,
derive their volume and depth froin the united conflue.ice of' many
rivers, rivulets and streains, whicli empty theruselves into its broad
channel; so does Bacon and the age in 'which lie lived derive aIl the
importance and distinction from the events which precede its appe'ar-
alce. The age whici .is just passing away sens steeped in a
twilighit which is to prove the harbinger of a clouidless day. Mu
dare to thiuk. Tlie consciousness of riglit inspires courage and dispels
fear. A general resurrection of mmnd tates place. The few wlio had
aîlready tasted the sweets of liberty longed to sec all participators in
its glorious privileges. Tite authority of the Churci ivas questioned,
resisted and ultimately defied. TIhe age feit the shackles of its tyranny
and broke theni asunder. It outgrew its dressi and craved for a suit
adapted to its years. Sehools and universities were beginning to b)t
establishcd, whiere youing thouglit was trained to knowv its powers, and
its riglhts to use them. Tlie necessary resuit w'as a re format ion, visibly
inaugéurated in the religlous world by Luther, in the intellectual, by
Bacon. These reformations were the inevitable resuits of a genera[
emancipation of mind from the thraldomi of the Chiurcli, and results, it
iuust be remembered which, flow froin the same combination of causes.
Expressed geuerally, these movements consisted in the assertion of'
liberty of thoughit of ivhicit tliey wver&. particular manifestations.
Mental enlighitenment paved the wvay for mental and religions freedoni.
The work which Copernicus, Rloger Bacon, Galilco and others did. de-


